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Recruitment Principles 

� Get kids excited about instrumental 
music! 

� Create an opportunity for all kids to try 
mouthpieces and to hear instruments. 

� Communicate well (and often) so parents/
guardians know the process. 

�  Instrumentation Challenge 
� Best Advertising is Word of Mouth! 



Getting Kids Excited About 
Instrumental Music! 

� Visit Classrooms to describe instruments 
and to give information. 
◦ DVD to classrooms and booklet. 
◦ Music Department Tour 



Create an opportunity for all kids to 
try mouthpieces and to hear 
instruments. 
 
� Mouthpiece Fittings 
� Percussion Workshops 
� Percussion Auditions 
�  Instrument Selection Night 



Communicating With Parents/
Guardians 

� Booklet 
� DVD at Orientation 
� Website 
� Email 



Instrumentation Challenge 
 

� Balance in instrumentation is 
important, but also difficult to 
achieve. 

�  Share with someone next to you 
strategies you have used to help 
meet this challenge. 



Best Advertising 

� Your Kids! 



End of the Year Video 



Music Selection 



What are some characteristics 
of quality music? 

Transcendence 

Unpredictability 

Consistency 

Orchestration 

Text 

Depth 

Design 

Uniqueness 

Quality? 



Oh, but we mustn’t forget… 
Practical Needs 

Programming 

Length 

Difficulty 

Rehearsal Time 

Personnel 

Solos 

Maturity 

**BUT – consideration of this list does not guarantee a quality 
piece of music! 



So why do we feed our kids musical 
“junk food” or just food of “lesser” 

quality? 

1.  The kids love it and I’m afraid they will quit. 
2.  Parents love it and tell me they love it. 
3.  It is music…kids can still learn from it. I can find 

skill concepts to teach them. 
4.  Not enough time to really do score study. 
 

Ask yourself “Why 
am I doing this 

music?” 



With Great Power (Autonomy) 
Comes… Great Responsibility 

•  What you choose IS the curriculum. You are nurturing 
student’s souls and minds. Consider subjects not as 
fortunate! 

•  What would your program/classroom look like if you didn’t 
have concerts?   

•  What would your music selection look like if you were the 
only arts contact that child ever had? 

•  You are nurturing your students’ souls and minds. 

•   “Every time a choice is made a belief is applied”  



Discuss with someone next to you 
how you find new literature? 

ü  Literature Lists 
ü  State Lists 
ü  Teaching/Resource Guides 

ü  Live Performances 
ü  Recordings 

ü  Publisher Discs and Websites 
ü  Professional 
ü YouTube 

ü Word of Mouth 
ü  Commissioned Works 
ü  Favorite Composer/Arranger 



You are being TARGETED! 
•  Publishers want your dollars. They WILL sell you anything! 



Have you seen these phrases before? 

Great Opener!  
 

Great Closer!  
 

Appropriate for Anytime! 
  

Wonderful Tribute Piece!!
 !

Inspiring!	
  	
  
	
  

Promotes Global 
Harmony! �

 

Perfect for festival! 
  

Appropriate Text!  
 

SOUNDS AUTHENTIC! 
  

Authentically exciting!! 




Profoundly moving!  
 



“This one is a real barn burner! This original contemporary and high powered overture will introduce your group in grand style. You can be sure it will draw both attention and acclaim 
from your audience” 



If the audience hasn't had their coffee 

before the performance, they won't need 

it after they've heard this aurally 

caffeinated fanfare!  Flurries of sound in 

the winds, intense rhythms in the whole 

ensemble and ever changing meters 

make this rip-roaring piece a challenge 

that is not for the faint of heart.  



Check out this fabulous show-stopper, 

because it's a "must-play" for your 

orchestra! Incorporating 22 different 

melodies from the works of Tchaikovsky, 

this is an incredibly clever and sometimes 

humorous medley that even includes the 

1812 Overture accompanied by the 

popping of paper bags!  



Selecting music is fundamentally 
about a philosophy of music 
education: 

ENTERTAINMENT...  
 
•  “Goes down easy.” 
•  Stays in the comfort zone. 
•  Amuses us. 
•  Makes a simple point. 
•  Is more one-dimensional 
•  Is obvious. 
•  Satisfies the “sweet tooth”.  
•  Puts value on external. 
•  Created to sell.  
 

ART... 
 
•  Expects you to “chew”. 
•  Provokes and challenges. 
•  Changes us. 
•  Operates on multiple layers. 
•  Is open to a variety of interpretations.  
•  Is nuanced and subtle. 
•  Nourishes. 
•  Puts value on inner depth. 
•  Created for meaning. 



Hal Leonard 

� The Flex-Band series is the ultimate in 
flexible instrumentation for grades 2-3. 
Features include: 

�  • Perfect for incomplete or unbalanced 
instrumentation 

�  • Scored with just five parts 
�  • Playable with combinations of 

woodwinds, brass or strings 
�  • Includes traditional percussion parts 



CL Barnhouse 
�  The Build-A-Band Series provides educational and enjoyable music for bands with 

incomplete or unbalanced instrumentation. Written using just four or five parts (plus 
percussion), these effective arrangements will work with any combination of brass, 
woodwind, string and percussion instruments as long as you distribute the parts so 
that each of the five parts is covered. 

�  All of the publications in the Build-A-Band Series have been arranged to be playable 
with any instrumentation as long as each part is used: 1st Part, 2nd Part, 3rd Part, 
4th Part, and Bass Part. (Please note: In some of these arrangements the 4th Part, 
and the Bass Part are the same, making it possible to play those arrangements with 
only 4 parts.) 

�  Also included are various percussion parts which are optional, but will add a great 
deal to the musical effect. The optional keyboard part can be performed on piano, 
electric keyboard or any other keyboard instrument, and will help fill out the sound 
of a small group. Optional guitar, mallet percussion and Timpani parts are also 
included where appropriate. 



CL Barnhouse 



Eighth Note 
Publications 
http://www.enpmusic.com/
catalog.php?Prefix=FB 



Carl Fischer  
http://www.carlfischer.com/
Fischer/band/band_flexible.html 



Final Questions To Ask Yourself…. 
1.  Does the music have the traits of an enduring masterwork 

(i.e. a genuine expressiveness, enough complexity to make 
the listener think, a structure which includes planned 
uncertainties, and the “expressive alternating between 
struggle and fulfillment, intensity and release, rise and fall, 
movement and repose…” (Charles Leonard – Foundation 
and Principles of Music Education). 

 
2.  Is this music good enough to dedicate your most precious 

resource of time? 



Wisconsin CMP Website    http://www.wmea.com/CMP 



My Favorite Beginning Band Pieces 

Prehistoric	
  Suite	
  -­‐	
  Jennings	
  
Castles	
  and	
  Dragons	
  -­‐	
  Stalter	
  
Whirlwind	
  -­‐	
  Blackshaw	
  
As	
  Winds	
  Dance	
  -­‐	
  Hazo	
  
Clouds	
  -­‐	
  McGinty	
  
Midnight	
  Mission	
  -­‐	
  Balmages	
  
Shepherd's	
  Hey	
  -­‐	
  arr.	
  Stefano	
  
Miramar	
  Fanfare	
  -­‐	
  Balmages	
  
Starlight	
  -­‐	
  O'Reilly	
  
Mary	
  Ann	
  -­‐	
  Williams	
  
Ayre	
  and	
  Dance	
  -­‐	
  Pearson	
  
Declaration	
  and	
  Dance	
  -­‐	
  Clark	
  
Dragon	
  Slayer	
  -­‐	
  Grice	
  
Midnight	
  Sky	
  -­‐	
  Balmages	
  

Midnight	
  Madness	
  -­‐	
  Balmages	
  
Anasazi	
  -­‐	
  Edmondson	
  
Rise	
  to	
  Power	
  -­‐	
  Grice	
  
All	
  Ye	
  Young	
  Sailors	
  -­‐	
  La	
  Plante	
  
Barn	
  Dance	
  Saturday	
  Night	
  -­‐	
  La	
  Plante	
  



6th Grade Staff Beginning 
Instruments 



Guest Conductors, Composers, 
Artists.  
 
 
 



Play main themes before performing 
song.  
 



Advocacy  
 
 



Demonstrations (xylophone 
pentatonic) 
 



Perform a number of selections that 
display how the orchestra grew and 
changed over the years. Have a cello 

narrate the event. 
 



Read composer emails or record 
conversation with composer.   

 
 



Sight-read on stage – hear it at next 
concert. 
 



Parent Ensemble 
 



ComMission Possible 1- “Blue and 
Green Music” by Sam Hazo 



Video Introductions 





ComMission Possible 1 – Concept 
 



Research 



ComMission Possible 2 
“Sun Cycles” – Brian Balmages 



Videos To Composer & Skype 





ComMission Possible 3 
“Particles” – Michael Sweeney 



The Concept 



Sketch and Motif Warm-up 



ComMission Possible 4 
 



ComMission Possible 4 
“One Giant Leap” – Erik Morales 

Mr. Gleason, 

  
I really appreciate all the effort your students put into ideas 

for the commission. It was difficult to choose from so many 

great ideas. After much consideration I've decided to go with 

the Apollo 11 idea by Aidan Schutter. I feel any of the ideas 

would have made excellent material for a piece. But Apollo 

11 is a strong subject and there are no current band pieces on 

that subject. My early idea for a title is "One Giant Leap". But 

that's not written in stone. I hope to start on this ASAP and 

should have something for you very soon.  

  
Sincerely, 

Erik Morales 

 



7th Band Trip to the Chicago 
Museum of Science and Industry 





End of the Year Video 


