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Christian Worship: Occasional Services 
 
 2004 (yeah, a whole 11 years AFTER the hymnal) 
 
 
 
 
What’s inside? 
 

Dedications, installations, ordinations, commissions, confirmations, excommunications, farewells, thanks-
givings and MUCH MORE!! 
65 rites and services 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY BAPTISM II 
 Service of Baptism was not ordinarily a part of the Sunday liturgy 
 Holy Baptism II follows more closely to Luther’s order 
 
Features of Holy Baptism II 
 Confessions of Sin omitted (assuming it would likely happen in another part of the service) 
 Luther’s Flood Prayer 
 The Apostles’ Creed (baptismal creed) 
 Baptismal Garment 
 Baptismal Candle 
 
Suggestion: Consider baptismal rite in the middle of the service (after sermon, baptismal hymn, rite; follows order of 
Easter Vigil) 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE (2 rites) 
 
 Includes the rite found in the front of CW, BUT  include the marriage  candle and an alternate with no con-

gregational participating except for Lord’s Prayer 



 
CHRISTIAN FUNERAL (2 rites) 
 
 Rite 1 same as CW, BUT includes the pall, paschal candle, and processional. 
 
 Rite 2: less participation, includes alleluia verse, and THREE PAGES of alternate prayers. 
 
 Note: there’s a short form of Rite 2 in CW: Pastor’s Companion 
 
 

THE CHURCH YEAR 
 

Service of Lesson and Carols for Advent/Christmas Eve 
 
Farewell to Alleluia 
 
 Suggestion: Instead of PICARDY or FORTUNATUS NEW try: LAUDA ANIMAN (CWS #753 Father, God of Grace 

You New Us)  

A few thoughts before proceeding: 
 
 DON’T THINK YOU NEED TO CHANT EVERYTHING!! 
 DON’T THINK YOU HAVE TO DO EVERYTHING!! 
 
 LESS IS MORE!!!!! 



 
Ash Wednesday — Imposition of Ashes 
 

The Imposition of Ashes has been very well received in many WELS congregations in the past 10 years. 
 
Try some “moving music” for the rite 
 
Sign Us with Ashes — William Rowen, GIA 6588  
Soloist sings stanzas while congregation sings refrains while moving 
 
Sign Us with Ashes — Tony Alonso, GIA 7587  
 
CWOS Unique — Psalm 130 
 
DON’T THINK YOU HAVE TO GET CREATIVE WITH LITURGICAL SONGS!! 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday — Procession with Palms 
 
 CWOS Unique — Psalm 118 
 You don’t have to sing/chant everything. 
 
 
The Triduum 
 
 There have been many local “traditions” that accumulated over many years.  If you have not done the ser-

vices simply as they are offered, try it 
 
 Think ahead and begin to “introduce” the services during Lent.  Every week send out/hand out an expla-

nation to the services.  Talk them up in your weekly announcements and Bible classes. 
 
 
 
Maundy Thursday 
 
 One of the more ancient forms of public confession; very familiar throughout Christendom. 
 
 The stripping of the altar will take some logistical forethought. 
 
 CWOS Unique — Psalm 88 (2 settings) 
 
 
 

Good Friday 
 
 What, technically, it Tenebrae? 
  
 Historically, no Sacrament. 



 

Service of the Cross 
 

 Remember, you don't have to sing/chant everything.  In this case, responsive speaking is quite 
fitting. 

 
Service of Darkness 

 
 Again, speak some, sing some.  Less is more. 

 
 CWOS Unique  Psalm 2 

    Psalm 22 

    Psalm 27 

     

    Seek the Lord 
  

    Magnificat (2 settings) 
 

    Sentence 
 

 

 
Easter Vigil 

 
 Getting ready: candles and fire 

 
 YOU DON’T NEED TO CHANT EVERYTHING 

 

 Each of the lessons are followed usually by a psalm, The Song of Moses, and the First Song of Isai-
ah. Cf. last page for additional suggestions for psalms and songs. 

 

 If I can pull this off in mid March in Traverse City Michigan with no organist, no accompanist, no 
organ, YOU CAN DO IT!! 



FINAL THOUGHTS 
 

Professor Balge: “Men, steal as much as you can.” 
 
On WELS Connect: 
 
 Go to Worship, look for “Service Folders” 
 Go to Congregational Counseling, look for C13 and E14 Resources 
 
All texts from CWOS are in the electronic files on the CD.  Copy and paste.  Copy and paste. 
 
Give serious consideration to changing your bulletin format to be a ledger size booklet.  The graphic files 
aren’t designed to be squashed into a smaller booklet and still be readable. 
 
 

MUSIC FROM CWOS 
 

CHRISTIAN FUNERAL II 
 
General Verse or Lent 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Psalm 51 (chanted through)  
 2 settings 
 
Psalm 130 
 2 settings (same refrain, different verses) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting 2 



 PALM SUNDAY 
 
Psalm 118 (for palm procession) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAUNDAY THURSDAY 
 
Psalm 88 (Stripping of the Alar) 
 Two settings for choir/cantor 
 Setting 2 uses first line from “What Wondrous Love” as refrain 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE OF CROSS OF CHRIST 
 
Reproaches (minister/cantor/choir) 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE OF DARKNESS 
 
Psalm 2 



Psalm 22 (Handbell options) 
 
 Cantor/choir 
 
Psalm 27 (2 accompaniments) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seek the Lord (cantor/choir) 
 
Song of Mary (cantor/choir), 2 settings, setting 2 featuring the “9th psalm tone” tonus peregrinus.  This reciting 
tone will be used for the blessing at the Choral Vespers service at this Conference. 
 
The Sentence (cantor/choir) 
 
 
Easter Vigil 
 
Psalm 136 
 
Choir: 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
             2 Give thanks to the God of gods 
             3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords 
 
 
Exodus 15 



Isaiah 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 131 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All You Works of God 

 

 

 

 

 For variety on the psalms and songs: 
 

 Psalms for the Church Year  Vols. 1-10 GIA 

 Psalms for All Seasons — Martin Tel 

 
 Isaac Watts wrote texts for all the psalms and songs of liturgy.  Many have standard meters that you can 

match up simply by looking in the CW index. You can find the full list of his works online at Christian Clas-
sics Ethereal Library. 

 

 For the Vigil: 

 

 The Song of Moses CWS 786  

 Benedicite Omnia Opera LSB 930/931  
 Psalm 46 J. William Greene GIA 2004 (brass, choir, refrain based on A Mighty Fortress)  

 Song of Moses Scott Soper GIA 1997 (percussion/mid-eastern) 

 I Will Sing to My God (Song of Moses) Marty Haugen GIA Psalms for the Church Year 2 

 With Joy You Shall Draw Waters (Isaiah 12) Marty Haugen GIA Psalms for the Church Year 2 

 The First Song of Isaiah Jack Noble White (oh, come on, this will make everyone LOVE the Vigil)  

  

  


