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A Heritage that is ours to have and to preserve 

The hymn is one that we have sung since our youth. “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage!” It 

should not be surprising that in this year of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, 

our synod has chosen “Our Great Heritage” as the theme of our synod convention in July and as 

the title of our synod’s new long range plan. 

Certainly, we will focus on the great heritage of the truth of God’s Word and the pure gospel 

that God has preserved and passed down to us for five centuries. But another great heritage 

that we Lutherans will celebrate is our rich heritage of worship. Generations of Lutherans have 

been blessed by Martin Luther’s emphasis on preaching, on congregational participation in 

hymns, psalms, prayers, and confession. We have been blessed to see the value of liturgical 

worship—not liturgical worship that degenerates into rote repetition and stale traditions, but 

liturgical worship that lives and breathes spiritual blessings because it is focused on the life-

giving gospel and the truths of God’s saving work. 

It’s been said that one of the main reasons why people are tempted to move away from 

liturgical worship is because liturgical worship is often done poorly. That happens when worship 

takes place with little planning, thought, or creativity. We recognize the value and attractive-

ness of worship done well. That is why this conference has been planned, and that is why you 

have taken time from your busy schedule to attend. 

I pray that this conference will help you and the people you serve to rediscover and recommit 

to that great heritage of Lutheran worship that God has preserved for his church in the 21st 

century. 

 
 

Rev. Mark Schroeder 

WELS President 

 



 

 
 

 

 

June 2017 

 

When he nailed the ninety-five theses to the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, Luther 

could never have guessed that Christians around the world would be celebrating the moment 

five hundred years later. He was shocked by the widespread attention the event received even 

in his own day. Only with the benefit of hindsight can we appreciate how God worked through 

Luther’s theses to uncover the Gospel and to alter the trajectory of world history. 

 

But Luther would not have been surprised at all to know that the divine basis for his theses 

would be celebrated far beyond the next five hundred years. He knew that God’s Word would 

stand forever. Writing about God’s Word in 1530, Luther said, “This indescribable blessing has 

been bestowed upon us as a gift of God’s kindness and grace. This very same God will continue 

to be God and Creator after we are gone, as he has been before us, and to the end of the world 

he will always gather to himself a little flock and uphold it. He will not die with us nor cease to 

exist, as we of little faith imagine” (LW Vol. 43, p. 175). 

 

Now here we are at the 2017 WELS National Conference on Worship, Music, and the Arts, each 

one of us living, breathing proof that God has kept his promise to sustain his Church through 

the Gospel in Word and Sacraments. How can we remain silent about the grace of God to us in 

Jesus Christ? How can we be disinterested in a message which God has preserved not just for 

the past five hundred years but ever since the fall, a message which he will continue to 

preserve to the end of the world? And how can we doubt whether God can work great 

blessings through the humble work of our little synod here over the next few days? 

 

So let trumpets sound! Let voices sing! Let God’s Church here and everywhere use her best gifts 

in worship, and let no one doubt for a moment that God will bless the message he’s given us to 

speak. 

 

I will not die, but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. Psalm 118:17 
 
 

 

Rev. Jon Zabell 
Chair, Commission on Worship 
 



 

 
 


