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The Festival of the Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Day

Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church
Saturday, December 25, 2004

Belmont, California
10:00 a.m.

Welcome!  Today the Christian Church sings its praise to God for the mystery of the Word who became flesh, the incarnate God, Jesus Christ.  Our Savior Jesus is both true God and true man, the Son of God and the Son of Mary.  We celebrate this great mystery, recognizing that Jesus’ birth into this world was the first step on the road to the cross, by which he paid for our sins and earned our salvation and redemption.

Today’s Service: Except for the major hymns, the order of worship for this service is printed beginning on the next page of this service folder.  Hymns not printed in the service folder may be found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  Today’s service is based on the traditional liturgical order of service commonly used in the Lutheran Church.  The major songs and canticles of the service have been replaced with Christmas hymns that reflect the thoughts and words of the usual songs in our service.

The Lord’s Supper: The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in this morning’s service.  We believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus offers his body and blood to us for the forgiveness of our sins.  The Bible also teaches us that Holy Communion is an expression of our complete “oneness,” or unity of faith.  For this reason, we invite to the Lord’s Supper those who have confessed their agreement with our beliefs through membership in this congregation or one of our sister congregations of the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) or the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod).  If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or another Christian church, and you would like to commune with us in the future, please speak to our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them.  For more information about our communion practice, please refer to the pamphlet titled “Attending the Lord’s Supper” which is available in the back of the church.

A Service of Word and Sacrament

celebrating

The Nativity of our Lord

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

BELL PEAL

Service of the Word

OPENING HYMN
Oh, Come, All You Faithful

Christian Worship #55

Please stand as the hymn is introduced and face the processional cross in the back of the church.  Follow its path to the chancel, where it symbolizes the theme and focus of Christian worship.

GREETING

Minister:
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation:
And also with you.

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE

M:
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

C:
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.  You have set your glory above the heavens.

M:
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, who made the great lights – the sun, to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the night.

C:
Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.

M:
But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face from us, so that he will not hear.  We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we walk in deep shadows.  We look for deliverance, but it is far away.

C:
For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins.

M:
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.

C:
From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.

M:
“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord our Righteousness.”

C:
Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.

M:
Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.

C:
Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever.  Alleluia!

HYMN OF PRAISE
Angels We Have Heard on High



Christian Worship #63

The Gloria in Excelsis (Latin for “Glory [to God] in the highest”) has been the traditional song of praise sung at the beginning of Christian services for centuries.  The text of the Gloria may be found on pages 16-17 in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  The following hymn quotes the opening words of the Gloria, the same words that the angels first sang on Christmas night.


Angels we have heard on high,


Sweetly singing o’er the plains,


And the mountains in reply,


Echoing their joyous strains.


Gloria in excelsis Deo;


Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Gloria in excelsis Deo;

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria in excelsis Deo;

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.


Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yolk of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen. 
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 9:2,6-7



To us a child is born

HYMN
Joy to the World


Christian Worship #62

The First Lesson is normally followed by a psalm.  The hymn, “Joy to the World,” is based on the words of Psalm 98, which is the psalm appointed for Christmas Day.

SECOND LESSON
Hebrews 1:1-9



God has revealed himself to us through his Son

HYMN
All Praise to You, Eternal God



Christian Worship #33

Martin Luther prepared the following Christmas hymn to be sung between the Epistle (Second Lesson) and Gospel.  “Alleluia” is traditionally sung between the Second Lesson and Gospel to express the congregation’s joy as they anticipate hearing about their Savior Jesus in the Gospel.  Each stanza of this hymn concludes with an “alleluia.”

GOSPEL
John 1:1-14



The Word became flesh and lived among us


Please stand for the Gospel.  Turn to the center aisle to face the Gospel Procession as the Gospel is read in the midst of the people.  The Gospel is read from the center of the congregation to symbolize that Jesus Christ became man and lived among us as he accomplished our salvation as our Savior.


After the Gospel, the minister and congregation respond:

M:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C:        Praise      be     to    you,      O     Christ!

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Of the Father’s Love Begotten



Christian Worship #35

SERMON

Based on John 1:14

Theme

1. part

2. part

3. part
Pastor Johnold J. Strey

After the sermon, please stand.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
Excerpts from the Athanasian Creed

It is necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe

that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh.

Now this is the true Christian faith.


We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son,


is both God and man.

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time

from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh.


equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;

and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons, but one,


one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;

one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;


for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being,


so God and man are one Christ.

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead.


He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,


and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.

This is the true Christian faith.


Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.

Please be seated.

OFFERING

As the offerings of the members of Gloria Dei are gathered, please fill out the red attendance register in your pew if you have not already done so.  Thank you.


Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:
On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise.

C:
Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!

M:
What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.

C:
Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our Savior.

M:
In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child.

C:
Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.


Silent prayer.

M:
As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts.

C:
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

The major canticles (songs) of the service will be replaced with stanzas from Christmas hymns that reflect the thoughts and words contained in the regular canticles of the Communion service.  The texts for the customary canticles of the Communion service may be found on pages 22-23 or pages 34-35 in Christian Worship.
PREFACE

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you. 
M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.
M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is good and right so to do.
M:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.

HYMN
Now Sing We, Now Rejoice




Christian Worship #34:1,4
Now sing we, now rejoice,

Now raise to heav’n our voice;

He from whom joy streameth

Poor in a manger lies;

Not so brightly beameth

The sun in yonder skies.

Thou my Savior art!

Thou my Savior art!

Oh, where shall joy be found?

Where but on heav’nly ground?

Where the angels singing

With all his saints unite

Sweetest praises bringing

In heav’nly joy and light.

Oh, that we were there!

Oh, that we were there!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.
HYMN

O Little Town of Bethlehem




Christian Worship #65:3,4

How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of his heav’n.

No ear may hear his coming,

But in this world of sin

Where meek souls will receive him still

The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in;

Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell;

Oh, come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel!


After the hymn, please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION


Please come forward to receive the Sacrament at the usher’s directions.  The presiding minister will place the host in the palm of your hand.  Those who prefer to commune with an individual cup should pick up a cup from the tray as the assisting minister passes by; after you have communed, hold your individual cup so that the presiding minister can see it in order that he can more easily know who desires to commune with the chalice.  Those who prefer to commune with the chalice are asked to assist the presiding minister by guiding the cup to your lips with your hand(s).
DISTRUBUTION HYMN
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come



Christian Worship #38

The congregation will sing as many stanzas of the hymn as time permits.

After the distribution is completed, please stand at the presiding minister’s direction.

PRAYER

M:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.
BLESSING

M:
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
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C:
    A  -  men.      A      -      men.         A         -         men.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
Let Us All with Gladsome Voice



Christian Worship #64

After the hymn, please be seated.
	A Blessed Christmas to you all!


Those who purchased a poinsettia plant for our Christmas services may take the plants you purchased home with you after this morning’s service.

We invite you to return tomorrow morning, Sunday, December 26, as our Christmas celebration continues.  Our service will begin at 10:00 a.m.  There will be no Sunday School or adult Bible study tomorrow morning.  Sunday School and the adult Bible study hour will resume on Sunday, January 2, 2005.
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