A CELEBRATION OF GRACE
on the occasion of

The Festival of the Coming of the Holy Spirit
and the

150th Anniversary of Grace Lutheran Church
May 23, 1999

                                       (
8:00 & 10:30 a.m.


On the Day of Pentecost the risen and ascended Lord Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to publicly designate his Church as his witnesses in the world and to equip them for their task.  The Holy Spirit continues to dwell among us in Word and Sacrament and equips us to be WITNESSES OF GRACE in our world.

PRESERVICE MUSIC

The service music for our anniversary worship reflects clearly distinctive periods of church music from the early 17th century to the late 20th century. The breadth of this musical variety echoes 150 years of God's grace to the people of Grace.

[list music here] 
BELL PEAL

HYMN OF THE PROCESSION xx  “______________”
At the invitation of the assisting minister, stand and face the processional cross at the back of the church.  Follow its path as it arrives in the chancel to be the focus of worship and thanksgiving.

	Congregation

Holy God, we praise your name!

Lord of all, we bow before you;

All on earth your scepter claim,

All in heaven above adore you;

Infinite your vast domain,

Everlasting is your reign.

Interlude
	Choir

Hark! the loud celestial hymn

Angel choirs above are raising;

Cherubim and seraphim

In unceasing chorus praising,

Fill the heavens with sweet accord: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord!

Interlude


Congregation

Holy Father, holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, three we name you,

While in essence only One,

Undivided God we claim you,

And, adoring, bend the knee,

While we own the mystery.

M:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen. (spoken)

LORD, HAVE MERCY

M:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For the peace from above and for our salvation, 

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For pastors, missionaries, and teachers, for all servants of the Church, and for all people,

C:  
Lord, have mercy.

M:  
For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed,

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in our congregations, those who toil, those who sing, and all people here present. who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give thanks to the Lord. 

C:
Thanks be to God.

M:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for meditation

M:
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.

C:
To you, O Lord. Amen.

be seated

SONG OF PRAISE - CHOIR with Congregation? [choir song’s text here]
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you sent your Spirit to your disciples on Pentecost, look upon your servants today and open our hearts to receive his power and love. Inspire us as we remember our high calling to be witnesses of your grace and empower us by Word and Sacrament to proclaim your gospel in this place and throughout the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen. 

FIRST LESSON

Acts 2:1-11

[print text here, note that the lessons are for Pentecost]
PSALM OF THE DAY

[setting with choir and congregation here]
SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 2:11-22

[print text here]
VERSE OF THE DAY


Alleluia. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us but to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness. Alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:5-16
[print text here]
HYMN OF THE DAY
xx  “______________”
SERMON


Ephesians 2:11-22

Jesus Is the Cornerstone of Our Church

He founded the Church

He unites the Church

He builds the Church

APOSTLES CREED


I believe in God, the Father almighty,



maker of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.


  He descended into hell.


  The third day he rose again from the dead.


  He ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.


  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit,


  the holy Christian Church,



the communion of saints,


  the forgiveness of sins,


  the resurrection of the body,


  and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [see WELS Worship website]
HYMN
 xx  “______________”
PRAYER [see WELS Worship website]
BLESSING

P:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen. (spoken)

please remain standing for the hymn

HYMN
xx  “______________”
1

