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A service of celebration for 

25 years of God’s Grace

to Ascension 

Ascension Lutheran Church – Harrisburg, PA

November 3, 2002

God’s grace cares for us from eternity to eternity – and today we have two special reasons to celebrate that grace.  Today we gather to thank God for 25 years of grace and mercy to our congregation.  And we also are mindful of the other special celebration of this Sunday - Reformation Day.  Both celebrations reminds us that Christ has been, still is, and must remain the rock upon which we build.  May today’s remembrance of God’s past grace, lead us to thankfulness in the present, and confidence as we face the future.  To God be the Glory!

GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST   

OPENING HYMN 278








Holy God, We Praise Your Name
Holy God, we praise your name!  Lord of all, we bow before you;

All on earth your scepter claim,  All in heaven above adore you;

Infinite your vast domain,  Everlasting is your reign.

Hark! the loud celestial song  Angel choirs above are raising;

Cherubim and seraphim  In unceasing chorus praising,

Fill the heavens with sweet accord:  Holy, holy, holy Lord!

Holy Father, holy Son,  Holy Spirit, three we name you,

While in essence only One,  Undivided God we claim you,

And, adoring, bend the knee,  While we own the mystery.

DIALOG OF REMEMBRANCE, CONFESSION, AND PRAISE

M:
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Today, as we celebrate 25 years of God’s grace to our congregation, it is good for us to be reminded how our history continues a story that has been unfolding since the beginning of time.  Our struggles of the past and the present remind us that Satan is a real enemy, who fights against the work of our God today - just as he has fought against it since the creation of this world.  But our Almighty God has taken action to save us.  Let us be reminded of our God’s saving activity throughout the ages – and the victory that He now shares with us today.


It was in Eden that Satan destroyed the relationship which existed between God and the crown of his creation.  It was in Eden that this tragic cry first arose from the human heart:

C:
Lord, have mercy on us.  Show us your face, O Lord.  Remove us from Satan’s power.

M:
When the time was right, God acted.  He sent his one and only Son into the world to do for his creatures what they could not do for themselves.  Jesus Christ lived, died and rose again to renew the image that was lost in Eden.  The Church was founded to carry the message of restoration and renewal into all the world.  

C:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth!  We shall not die but live and declare the praises of God.

M:
Satan was not finished.  He challenged the Church’s faith and mission with his evil influence.  God preserved his Church, often quietly, sometimes with only a whisper.  But even in the depths of darkness, the light of grace flickered.  In the fourth century, when Satan attacked the deity of Christ, the Church confessed:

C:
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God.

M:
In the fifth century, when the doctrine of the Trinity was attacked, the Church confessed:

C:
Now this is the true Christian faith:


“We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God,



without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.



For each person – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – is distinct,



but the deity of Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit is one,



equal in glory and co-eternal in majesty.”
M:
Through the centuries the battle continued.  Often Satan seemed to be the victor.  The cry of God’s people continued:  

C:
Lord, have mercy on us.  Show us your face, O Lord.  Remove us from Satan’s power.

M:
When the time was right, God acted.  He raised up a man with weakness and failures.  But God used that man to be a messenger of the everlasting gospel.  That man was Martin Luther.  We do not praise Luther, but we praise God for choosing Martin Luther to be an instrument in restoring to the Church the good news of forgiveness and salvation through Christ.


Silence to reflect on God’s mercy in the face of Satan’s attacks

M:
Satan has not finished attacking the Church.  Lord, we must confess that we have given in to his temptations.  We have failed to fear and respect you as we should.  Like our first parents, we have turned in rebellion from your ways.  We have failed to love you with an undivided heart and mind.  We have failed to love one another as you have commanded.  So often, we despise your life-giving gifts of Word and Sacrament to chase after the dead things of this world.  So often, we seek after our own glory instead of yours.

C:
Lord, have mercy on us.  Show us your face, O Lord.  Remove us from Satan’s power.   
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Silence to reflect on our failure to live a God-pleasing life

M:
Lord, we thank and praise you for not leaving us defenseless.  You are our refuge and strength.  You sent your Son to be pierced for our transgressions, and crushed for our iniquities.  Because of Christ’s sacrifice in our place you promise that when we confess our sins, you are faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

C:
Lord Jesus, you are my righteousness, and I am your sin.  You became what you were not - that I might become what I was not. We shall not die but live and declare the praises of God!

M: 
For your saving works, O Lord, we offer our thanksgiving on this special day.  You are the God of faithful grace throughout the centuries – and the God who has faithfully carried us for the past 25 years.  Come, let us worship the Lord!

HYMN 441:1,3








O God, Our Help in Ages Past

O God, our help in ages past,  our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,  and our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood  or earth received its frame,

From everlasting you are God,  to endless years the same.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.  O God, you have promised to be with your Church forever.  We thank you for those who founded this community of believers and for the signs of your favor over these past 25 years.  Increase our faith, knit us together in the bonds of love, and make our fellowship an example to all people; we ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:
Amen.

GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST – 

AND POWER FOR THE PRESENT

Maybe when you think of Ascension, you might think of a building, or a budget.  But God has made us much more than those things.  Through the tools of Word and Sacrament, God has made us and keeps us His people.  He has lavished his love upon us – so that we in turn will love and serve him back.  As you listen to the following individuals, may you come to the realization that Ascension is much more than a building – it’s a group of God’s people, gathered together to encourage each other with God’s promises and serve this community with the saving Gospel of Christ.

Herb Versaw - 
Herb has served our congregation in various capacities through the years.  Currently Herb serves as an Elder.
Ralph Buehler - 
Ralph currently serves as our congregational president.

Don Yetter - 
Don currently serves as our evangelism chairman.

HYMN 411:2,8








O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Under the shadow of your throne  Your saints have dwelt secure;

Sufficient is your arm alone,  and our defense is sure.

O God, our help in ages past,  our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,  and our eternal home.

GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST – 

WITH PROMISES FOR OUR FUTURE

FIRST LESSON












1 Kings 8: 54-63

King Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Temple.

When Solomon had finished all these prayers and supplications to the LORD, he rose from before the altar of the LORD, where he had been kneeling with his hands spread out toward heaven.  He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in a loud voice, saying:  

“Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses.  May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.  May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep the commands, decrees and regulations he gave our fathers.  And may these words of mine, which I have prayed before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, that he may uphold the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel according to each day’s need, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God and that there is no other.  But your hearts must be fully committed to the LORD our God, to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time.”  

Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD.  Solomon offered a sacrifice of fellowship offerings to the LORD: twenty-two thousand cattle and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep and goats. So the king and all the Israelites dedicated the temple of the LORD. 

SECOND LESSON












Revelation 3: 7-13

Christ’s words to the tiny church at Philadelphia encourage us 

to faithfully hold on to Christ for our strength. 

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:  

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.  I know your deeds.  See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.  I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars - I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.  Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 

I am coming soon.  Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.  Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.  Never again will he leave it.  I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

GOSPEL













John 17: 1, 13-26
Jesus prays to His Father on our behalf.

 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  

“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”  

apostles’ creed


I believe in God, the Father almighty,





maker of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,





who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,





born of the virgin Mary,





suffered under Pontius Pilate,





was crucified, died and was buried.



He descended into hell.



The third day be rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven





and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.



From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit,





the holy Christian Church,






the communion of saints,





the forgiveness of sins,





the resurrection of the body,





and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY 200 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
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AND MY FORTRESS,

MYOGOD,

IN WHOM I TRUST



A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon;   

He helps us free from every need – that has us now o’er taken.

The old evil foe  now means deadly woe.

Deep guile and great might - are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal.

With might of ours can naught be done;  Soon were our loss effected.

But for us fights the valiant one  whom God himself elected.

You ask, “Who is this?”  Jesus Christ it is,

The almighty Lord.  And there’s no other God; He holds the field forever.

Though devils all the world should fill,  all eager to devour us,

We tremble not, we fear no ill;  They shall not over-power us.

This world’s prince may still  Scowl fierce as he will,

He can harm us none, He’s judged the deed is done!  One little word can fell him.

The Word they still shall let remain,  nor any thanks have for it;

He’s by our side upon the plain  with his good gifts and Spirit.

And do what they will -  hate, steal, hurt, or kill –

Though all may be gone,  Our victory is won;  The kingdom’s ours forever!

SERMON

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [see WELS Worship Website]
HYMN _______ “______________”
BLESSING

M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen. (spoken)

HYMN _______ “______________”






