 A Liturgical Pattern for Special Services
Opening Hymn

Invocation or Apostolic Greeting

Responsive Dialogue (examples follow)

Selected Scripture verses with a thematic tie to the day’s service are spoken responsively by the minister and congregation.  These responses replace the confession, absolution, and Kyrie.  The responses may have a confession and absolution pattern or overtone, but they do not necessarily need to be framed in that manner.  (To the common assumption that the proper preparation for the Lord’s Supper is a formal confession and absolution in the service, note the Small Catechism, Holy Communion, part four.  However, if there are settings where people would be very uncomfortable participating in the Lord’s Supper without a formal confession and absolution in the service, that may be done here or just before the Preface).

Canticle


A setting of the Gloria, or “This Is the Feast of Victory” during the Easter season, or another canticle may be sung with choir and congregational refrains.  CW: Supplement will have several new canticles that could be used.  If no choir is available, a hymn paraphrase of a common canticle may be sung.  For example, CW #264 is a paraphrase of the Gloria that is probably not known in many WELS congregations, but is a well-written paraphrase set to a fresh melody and harmonization.
Prayer of the Day

Scripture Lessons (graphics files of Gospel responses follow)

The usual sequence may be followed: First Lesson, Psalm, Second Lesson, Verse, Gospel with Responses.  If there are only two readings, the sequence could be: Lesson, Psalm or Verse (Psalm if the Lesson was from the Old Testament, Verse if the Lesson was from the New Testament), and Gospel with Responses.  A choir anthem based on a Psalm text could replace the Psalm.  A choir anthem or hymn stanza with “Alleluia” prominent in the text could replace the Verse.  Special psalm settings (not in CW) with congregational refrains and choir involvement may be used.  A setting from the NPH Verse of the Day series can be chosen for the Verse.
Choir Anthem


A choir anthem relating to the Gospel or to the theme of the service may be sung between the Gospel and the Hymn of the Day.  Other possible locations for choir anthems: Before the readings, as a replacement for the Psalm or Verse (see note above under “Scripture Lessons”) during the Offering, and during the distribution of Holy Communion.
Hymn of the Day


This is the ideal place for a concertato (hymn setting involving choir and instrumental participation).

Sermon

Confession of Faith


 In addition to the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, consider using portions of the Small Catechism or other official statements of faith.  For example:


Athanasian Creed: First portion for Trinity Sunday, Second portion for Christmas Day



Small Catechism, First Article: Thanksgiving, New Year’s Eve



Small Catechism, Second Article: Christmas Eve, Easter, Ascension, Reformation



Small Catechism, Third Article: Pentecost, Church Anniversary

Offering

If Holy Communion is not celebrated, a hymn may be sung after the offering.

Prayer of the Church & Lord’s Prayer

Many options are available in Christian Worship: Altar Book.  The LCMS Commission on Worship’s email service, “Let us pray,” also provides regular weekly options for the Prayer of the Church, although these will require editing.
If Holy Communion is celebrated, the usual sequence for a communion service is followed from this point forward, beginning with the Preface.
Blessing
Closing Hymn (graphic files for sung triple Amen’s follow)
Samples of Responsive Dialogues after the Opening Hymn

Christmas
M:
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.

C:
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

M:
﻿The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.

﻿C:
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Psalm 98:1-3

M:
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears?
Malachi 3:2

C:
If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
 Psalm 130:3

M:
﻿Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us.

﻿C:
Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
Psalm 85:4,7

M:
Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,


because he has come and has redeemed his people.
Luke 1:68

C:
My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Luke 1:46-47

M:
When the time had fully come, God sent his Son,


born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law,


that we might receive the full rights of sons.
Galatians 4:4-5

C:
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.


We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,


who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

M:
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.


Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.

C:
Glory to God in the highest!
Luke 2:10,11,14



(NIV)

Easter

M:
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

C:
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

M:
This is the day the Lord has made.

C:
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

M:
I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.


The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.

C:
Let us come before him with thanksgiving, and extol him with music and song.

M:
I will not die, but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.

C:
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

M:
The Lord’s right hand is majestic in power.


The Lord’s right hand has shattered the enemy.


In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him.

C:
Death has been swallowed up in victory.

M:
The Lord will not abandon me to the grave.  He has made known to me the path of life.

C:
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.

M:
Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?

C:
Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

M:
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

C:
The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,


and he will reign forever and ever.

M:
Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.
C:
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,


to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!

M:
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C:
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

Ascension

M:
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above.
C:
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

M:
How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth!

C:
He has set his glory above the heavens.

M:
For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth.

C:
He is exalted far above all gods.

M:
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.

C:
God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
M:
The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble.

C:
He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.

M:
The throne of our God will last forever and ever.

C:
A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom.

M:
Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted.

C:
His splendor is above the earth and the heavens.

Pentecost

M:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

C:
The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

M:
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

C:
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

M:
The Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever.”

C:
O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.
M:
Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.

C:
Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love.

M:
Jesus said to his disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

C:
No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

M:
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.

C:
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
M:
Now it is God who has made us and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

C:
We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
M:
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

C:
Come, Holy Spirit!  Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Alleluia!

Reformation 1

M:
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

C:
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.

M:
Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who may stand in his holy place?

C:
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.

M:
The Lord looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God.  All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.

C:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

M:
Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him.

C:
I will exalt you, O Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths; O Lord my God, I called to you for help and you healed me.

M:
Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy name.  For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime.

C:
I am a sinner and I am a saint.  This is what the Lord says.  I am a sinner in God’s sight, not because God made me a sinner, but because I inherited the sin of my parents and because I sin every day.  At the same time I am also holy in God’s sight, not because of what I have done, but because God has declared me righteous for the sake of the perfect life and atoning death of his Son.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  I am a saint, God’s own child, and an heir of heaven.

Reformation 2

(Galatians & Psalm 119: 0riginally compiled for the Augsburg Confession anniversary celebration)
M:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever.

C:
My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in your word.

M:
The Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.

C:
Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love your name.

M:
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

C:
May your unfailing love be my comfort, according to your promise to your servant.

M:
When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

C:
I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise.

M:
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

C:
I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.

M:
May we never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C:
Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word.

Reformation 3
This example includes statements from the 95 Theses spoken by the minister and corresponding Scripture verses spoken by the congregation.

M:
When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.
Thesis 1

C:
Have mercy on me, O God, 



according to your unfailing love; 

According to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions.

Wash away all my iniquity 



and cleanse me from my sin.
Psalm 51:1-2

M:
Those who believe that they can be certain of their salva​tion because they have indulgence letters will be eternally condemned, together with their teachers.
Thesis 32

C:
All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written:



“Cursed is everyone who does not continue



to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”
Galatians 3:10

M:
Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters.
Thesis 36

C:
Praise the Lord, O my soul,



and forget not all his benefits—


who forgives all your sins



and heals all your diseases.


He does not treat us as our sins deserve,



or repay us according to our iniquities.


For as far as the east is from the west,



So far has he removed our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:2,3,10,12

M:
Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and the church.  This is given to him by God, even without indulgence letters.
Thesis 37

C:
A righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known,



to which the Law and the Prophets testify.


This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,



and are justified freely by his grace



through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.


God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.





Romans 3:21-25
M:
It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the one selling indulgences, or even the pope, were to offer his soul as security.
Thesis 52

C:
Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel



other than the one we preached to you,



let him be eternally condemned!
Galatians 1:8

M:
The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.




Thesis 62

C:
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,



we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,


through whom we have gained access by faith



into this grace in which we now stand.


And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
Romans 5:1-2

M:
Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their head, through penalties, death, and hell, and thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than through the false security of peace.
Theses 94 & 95

C:
Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,



so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.


And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,



after you have suffered a little while,


will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.



To him be the power forever and ever.  Amen.
1 Peter 4:13 & 5:10-11

Thanksgiving

(Psalms 100 & 150)

M:
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

C:
Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.

M:
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

C:
Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.

M:
Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

C:
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet; praise him with the harp and lyre.

M:
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.

C:
Praise him with tambourine and dancing; praise him with strings and flute.

M:
Give thanks to him and praise his name.

C:
Praise him with the clash of symbols; praise him with resounding cymbals.

M:
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever.  His faithfulness continues through all generations.

C:
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.


After a brief introduction, the congregation sings:

C:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;


Praise him, all creatures here below.


Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;


Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!   (Christian Worship #334)

General 1
M:
O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples!  Sing to him, sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works!

C:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  His name is worthy of praise!
M:
O Father Most Holy, gather us together in the name of Jesus whom the saints and angels adore as the Lamb on his throne and whose name is above every name,



that all we do might be done at your bidding,



filled with your grace,



directed by your wisdom,



informed by your truth,



accomplished to your glory.

C:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  His love endures forever!

M:
O Father Most Gracious, bring us together in the name of Jesus, that in him we might be a spiritual temple, that founded on him we might be built together as living stones, that in him we might offer to you the spiritual service



of praise and thanksgiving,



of lives lived in your love,



of proclaiming your words and work,



of sharing your gifts to us.

C:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  Tell of all his wonderful deeds!

M:
O Father eternal, you have sent out an invitation, you have prepared a great feast that all might enter the courts of your presence and the mansions of your paradise.  Grant to us your blessing and peace,



that we may be witnesses of your truth,



the reflection of your glory,



the ambassadors of your kingdom.

C:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  May our mouths be filled with his praise!

M:
To you, O Father, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God from all eternity and to all eternity, be glory, wisdom, power, and dominion forever.

C:
Alleluia!  Amen!

General 2
M:
Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people.

C:
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.

M:
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.  He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.

C:
Our eyes have seen his salvation, which he prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to his people Israel.

M:
Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.

C:
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!

M:
Jesus Christ, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!

C:
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

M:
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

C:
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

M:
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?  Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?  For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever!

C:
Great and glorious are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.  All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.


After a brief intonation, please sing:


Give us lips to sing thy glory

Tongues thy mercy to proclaim,


Throats to shout the hope that fills us,

Mouths to speak thy holy name.


Alleluia! Alleluia!

May the light which thou dost send


Fill our songs with alleluias,

Alleluias without end!

God the Father, light-creator,

To thee laud and honor be.


To thee, Light from Light begotten,

Praise be sung eternally.


Holy Spirit, Light-revealer,

Glory, glory be to thee.


Mortals, angels, now and ever

Praise the Holy Trinity!  (Christian Worship #280:5-6)
Additional Options for Confessions of Faith

Large Catechism, Second Article Excerpts (Reformation)

M:
If you are asked, “﻿What do you believe in the Second Article, concerning Jesus Christ?﻿” answer briefly:

C:
“﻿I believe that Jesus Christ, true Son of God, has become my Lord.﻿”

M:
What is it to “﻿become a Lord﻿”?  It means that he has redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and from all evil.  Before this I had no Lord and King but was captive under the power of the devil.  I was condemned to death and entangled in sin and blindness.

C:
When we were created by God the Father, and had received from him all kinds of good things, the devil came and led us into disobedience, sin, death, and all evil. We lay under God’s wrath and displeasure, doomed to eternal damnation, as we had deserved.

M:
There was no counsel, no help, no comfort for us until this only and eternal Son of God, in his unfathomable goodness, had mercy on our misery and wretchedness and came from heaven to help us.  Those tyrants and jailers now have been routed, and their place has been taken by Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and righteousness and every good and blessing.

C:
He has snatched us, poor lost creatures, from the jaws of hell, won us, made us free, and restored us to the Father’s favor and grace.  He has taken us as his own, under his protection, in order that he may rule us by his righteousness, wisdom, power, life, and blessedness.

M:
Let this be the summary of this article, that the little word “﻿Lord﻿” simply means the same as Redeemer, that is, he who has brought us back from the devil to God, from death to life, from sin to righteousness, and now keeps us safe there.  The remaining parts of this article simply serve to clarify and express how and by what means this redemption was accomplished — that is, how much it cost Christ and what he paid and risked in order to win us and bring us under his dominion.

C:
That is to say, he became man, conceived and born without sin, of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin, that he might become Lord over sin; moreover, he suffered, died, and was buried that he might make satisfaction for me and pay what I owed, not with silver and gold but with his own precious blood. 

M:
All this in order to become my Lord. For he did none of these things for himself, nor had he any need of them.

C:
Afterward he rose again from the dead, swallowed up﻿﻿ and devoured death, and finally ascended into heaven and assumed dominion at the right hand of the Father.

M:
The devil and all powers, therefore, must be subject to him and lie beneath his feet until finally, at the last day, he will completely divide and separate us from the wicked world, the devil, death, sin, etc.

C:
Indeed, the entire Gospel that we preach depends on the proper understanding of this article.  Upon it all our salvation and blessedness are based, and it is so rich and broad that we can never learn it fully.

Large Catechism, Third Article Excerpts (Anniversaries)

M:
I cannot give the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed a better title than “Sanctification.”  This phrase expresses and represents the person of the Holy Spirit and also his office, namely, to make us holy.

C:
For as the Father is called Creator and the Son is called Redeemer, so also it is because of his work that the Holy Spirit is to be called a Sanctifier, one who makes persons holy.
M:
How, then, is the work of making people holy accomplish?

C:
Just as the Son wins his dominion over us by His birth, death, and resurrection, so the Holy Spirit accomplishes his work of sanctification through the means presented in the Third Article, namely, the community of the saints, or the Christian church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
M:
For neither you nor I could ever know anything about Christ or believe in him and receive him as our Lord if it were not first offered to us and laid on our hearts by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Gospel.

C:
The redemptive work has taken place and is finished, for Christ has purchased and won the treasure for us through his suffering, death, and resurrection.
M:
But if that saving action stays hidden and no one knows about it, then it would all be for nothing, wasted.  In order that this treasure might not remain buried but be taken up and enjoyed, God has let the Word go forth and be proclaimed.  In the Word he has given us His Holy Spirit to lay the treasure of redemption on our hearts and make it our very own.

C:
Thus to sanctify or make holy is nothing else than to bring us to Christ our Lord to receive this treasure, which we could never have obtained by ourselves.
M:
The term Holy Christian Church is defined in the Creed as the communion of saints.  The sense and substance of this phrasing is: I believe that a holy little flock or community exists on earth consisting entirely of saints under one head, Christ.  It is called together by the Holy Spirit into one faith, one mind, one understanding.  It possesses a variety of gifts, yet is united in love without sect or schism.  I too am a part, a member of it.  I am a copartner, participating and sharing in all its blessings.  I was brought to and incorporated in this community by the Holy Spirit through my hearing and my continuing to hear the Word of God, which is the first step for entering the Christian church.

C:
Previously, before we came to this point, we belonged completely to the devil and did not really know God or Christ at all.  But now the Holy Spirit through the Word remains present in the holy community and with the Christian people until the last day.
M:
We further believe that in this Christian community we have forgiveness of sins, which is given to us through the holy sacraments and absolution as well as through all the comforting passages of the entire Gospel.  Therefore everything that is to be taught concerning the sacraments, in fact all Gospel preaching and all the functions of the Christian community focus on the forgiveness of sins.

C:
There is continuous need for this forgiveness.  For although God’s grace has been won by Christ and although the Holy Spirit effects holiness within the fellowship of the Christian church through the Word of God, yet because we are weighted with the burden of our flesh, our fallen nature, we are never without sin.
M:
Meanwhile, since holiness has begun and is daily growing, we are waiting for the day when our flesh will be executed and buried with all its uncleanness, only to come forth and arise in glory to a complete and perfect holiness in a new and everlasting life.  For the present we are only partially pure and holy.

C:
The Holy Spirit must continue to do his work in us through his Word, daily applying forgiveness until we reach that life where forgiveness will no more be needed.
M:
There people will be completely pure and holy, full of goodness and righteousness.  In their new immortal, glorified bodies, they will be rescued and totally free from sin, death, and every evil.

C:
All this, then, is the office and function of the Holy Spirit, to begin holiness on earth and to increase it daily through the Christian church and the forgiveness of sins.  But when we have returned to dust, he will complete His work in a moment and maintain it in us forever.

Augsburg Confession Excerpts (Anniversary of the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession)
M:
It is with one accord taught and held that there is one divine essence which is named God and truly is God. But there are three persons in the same one essence, equally powerful, equally eternal: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
C:
All three are one divine essence, eternal, undivided, unending, of immeasurable power, wisdom, and goodness, the creator and preserver of all visible and invisible things.
M:
It is taught among us that since the fall of Adam, all human beings who are born in the natural way are conceived and born in sin. This means that from birth they are full of evil lust and inclination and cannot by nature possess true fear of God and true faith in God.

C:
Moreover, this same original sin﻿ is truly sin and condemns to God’s eternal wrath all who are not in turn born anew through baptism and the Holy Spirit.

M:
Likewise, it is taught that God the Son became a human being, born of the virgin Mary, and that the two natures, the divine and the human, are so inseparably united in one person that there is one Christ. 

C:
He is true God and true human being who truly “was born, suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried” in order both to be a sacrifice not only for original sin but also for all other sins and to conciliate God’s wrath.
M:
Moreover, the same Christ “descended into hell, truly rose from the dead on the third day, ascended into heaven, is sitting at the right hand of God” in order to rule and reign forever over all creatures, so that through the Holy Spirit he may make holy, purify, strengthen, and comfort all who believe in him, also distribute to them life and various gifts and benefits, and shield and protect them against the devil and sin.

C:
Finally, the same Lord Christ “will come” in full view of all “to judge the living and the dead.”
M:
It is taught that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God through our merit, work, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God out of grace for Christ’s sake through faith when we believe that Christ has suffered for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are given to us.

C:
For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness in his sight.
M:
To obtain such faith God instituted the office of preaching, giving the gospel and the sacraments. 

C:
Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit who produces faith, where and when he wills, in those who hear the gospel.

M:
It is also taught that at all times there must be and remain one holy, Christian church. It is the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is purely preached and the holy sacraments are administered according to the gospel.

C:
For it is enough for the true unity of the Christian church that the gospel is preached harmoniously according to a pure understanding, and the sacraments are administered in conformity with the divine Word.

M:
Concerning baptism it is taught that it is necessary, that grace is offered through it, and that one should also baptize children, who through baptism are entrusted to God and become pleasing to him.

C:
Concerning the Lord’s Supper it is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present under the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are distributed and received there.

M:
Concerning confession it is taught that private absolution should be retained and not abolished. 

C:
However, it is not necessary to enumerate all misdeeds and sins, since it is not possible to do so.

M:
Concerning repentance it is taught that those who have sinned after baptism obtain forgiveness of sins whenever they come to repentance and that absolution should not be denied them by the church.

C:
True repentance is nothing else than to have contrition and sorrow, or terror about sin, and yet at the same time to believe in the gospel and absolution that sin is forgiven and grace is obtained through Christ.

M:
Concerning church government it is taught that no one should publicly teach, preach, or administer the sacraments without a proper call.
C:
Concerning church regulations made by human beings, it is taught to keep those that may be kept without sin and that serve to maintain peace and good order in the church, such as specific celebrations and festivals.

M:
This is a summary of what is preached and taught in our churches for proper Christian instruction and the comfort of consciences, as well as for the improvement of believers.
C:
This teaching is clearly grounded in Holy Scripture and is, moreover, neither against nor contrary to the universal Christian church.
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