This article first appeared in the second 1974 issue of Focus on Worship, a former publication of WELS Commission on Worship, Kurt Eggert, editor.

Trends and resources may change over the years, but the insights of this article are still useful for us today.

A Quick Quiz for Church Organists

by Kurt Eggert

1. A good, smooth playing of the liturgy and hymns is much more important to most worshipers than prelude, offering music, and postlude. True or false? 
True. (Sorry). Good solo music, well performed, can add much to the worship. But nothing you do in the service will be more appreciated than what you do to help the worshipers with their part in the service.

2. It is good to forget to switch on the tremolo sometimes. 

True. It is very good. In fact, it is very good to forget to switch it on nearly all of the time. At any rate, Thou shalt absolutely not use the tremolo for hymn accompaniment!
3. The shorter the hymn, the faster you play it. 
False. A general rule is to give the short, four‑line hymns a more stately tempo and the longer chorales a little more verve than is usually accorded them.

4. It is good to use a variant harmonization for some stanzas of a hymn. 

True and False.. The jury is still out on this one. It depends on the harmonization and how it is played. Sometimes it inspires the congregation and gives the singing a lift; sometimes it depresses the singing noticeably. If the worshipers stop singing in order to listen to what you are doing, (or to wonder what you are doing), this should be a clue! IF the harmonization is not too far out, and IF it is smoothly played, and IF (this is the most important) it does not disturb the rhythmic pulse of the hymn, then it can be a plus for the service.

5. Worshipers do not need to breathe except at the end of the stanzas. 

In spite of apparent contrary opinion, this must be termed False.

6. In accompanying children’s voices, it is a good idea to omit the pedal. 

True. Children’s voices need judicious accompaniment. Heavy registration and the 16’ pitch levels of the pedal are n.g.

7. It is always good to play the hymn tune all the way through before the congregation sings. 

False. An interesting hymn prelude or intonation is fine. But if the intonation has established the tune, key, and tempo, why play the tune again in the hymnal harmonization?! And who needs a longer, familiar hymn played all the way through at the end of the service, or for a closing stanza after the Benediction? A line or two will give the worshipers time to find the hymn and provide the necessary musical clues. Who wants to stand and listen to a band play “The Star Spangled Banner” all the way through before he gets a chance to sing it?! 

Pastor Eggert began worshiping in heaven in 1993.
