Singing in a choir is the most common member ministry in parish worship life. ▫ Among many competing arenas for the Christian’s ministry, here are some inspiring reasons to serve the Lord and his church by singing in the choir. ▫ Worship can be more than sermons, congregational hymns, and prayers.

The choir can do so much to enrich the singing of psalms, hymns, refrains, anthems, and responses.

Singing in the Choir

by Carl and Miriam Satorius

God invites good Christian stewards to use their time and talents for his kingdom. As members of the Lord’s church, it is a privilege to share our thoughts on the joys of singing in a choir.

We weren’t always members of the choir, but many years ago we were persuaded just to try it. Amazingly, it was kind of fun. Fears about “not reading music” and “no voice” were quickly dispelled. Sitting close to a singer with a good voice helped when we were uncertain singers. Patient rehearsals taught our parts well, and a good director pulled it all together.

Choir is part of worship. It’s one way to express our faith. Music is a universal method of communication in any language or culture. Choirs proclaim God’s Word. Music expresses many emotions: repentance, love, joy, and thankfulness for our Savior. Many times we found it difficult to sing due to these emotions. We can still recall our church dedication in Citrus Heights, California. The choir sang “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place.” After many hours of preparation, every note was sung perfectly and harmony reigned supreme. When the song ended, we noticed many tear‑filled eyes among the congregation and the choir. Worshipers said it sounded like angels were singing. The choir brings moving prayer and praise to our Lord.

We have many memories from past years, singing with other parishes in mass festival choirs. What a joy to par​ticipate with fellow believers in praise to our God. When our children were in grade school, we had the pleasure of singing along with their junior choir. Then we were also filled with joy and pride when our children’s hours of practice on musical instruments allowed them to enhance the choir’s singing. The choir helps nurture the young and unite a broad range of wor​shipers.

Choir practice was often hard work as we aimed for excellence, but we also had fun. We recall a single man and woman conveniently placed near each other at choir practices. We tried to promote a friendship, or more, between them. It worked! They got married and are now the parents of twin boys. And yes, the choir sang at their wedding. The choir is social glue and helps member assimilation.

Being a part of the choir provided many fellowship opportunities such as picnics and outings. Caroling at Christmas was always special. We went by choral caravan to the shut‑ins. We always gath​ered a crowd at nursing homes, and many residents came to listen with tears in their eyes. What a privilege to serve our God in this fashion. Yes, the choir is also ministry to seniors.

A few years ago at Christmas, we visited our son and his family in Puerto Rico. On Christmas Eve adult and children’s choirs sang in Spanish. We didn’t understand all the words, but we knew the melodies. The ser​vice was held in a missionary’s carport. During the singing, nonmember neighbors gathered around the house and stood in awe of the sounds coming from within. The choir is a powerful evangelism tool.
Long ago we were invited to participate in the member ministry of singing in the choir. As you can probably tell, we joined and loved it. Now we are members of a small congregation without a choir, a parish where the computer often plays the organ. As we discussed thoughts for this article, we decided to try to organize a new choir. We look to the future with memories and joys of the past that will never fade. We look forward to that time when, as God promises, we will be members of the heavenly choir, singing praises to our God for eternity.

Carl sells dental equipment and Miriam is a health care professional in the greater Los Angeles area. They once sang bass and tenor, respective​ly, in Citrus Heights, California. Now they are recruiting altos and sopra​nos at Calvary Lutheran Church, Canyon Country, California.
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