For her our prayers shall rise  To God above the skies;

On him we wait.

Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye,

To thee aloud we cry,  God save the state!

P
Gracious God, no matter how many things of this world may perish, spoil and fade away, your promises of eternal life in Christ Jesus will never fail.  Accept our praise for the assurance of sins forgiven and a home in heaven.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

C
sing

If God himself before me, I may a host defy;

For when I pray, before me  My foes, confounded, fly.

If Christ, my head and master, Befriend me from above,

What foe or what disaster  Can drive me from his love?

No danger, thirst, or hunger, No pain or poverty,

No earthly tyrant’s anger  Shall ever vanquish me.

Though earth should break asunder, You are my Savior true;

No fire or sword or thunder  Shall sever me from you.

P
Eternal God, you are our Lord from everlasting to everlasting.  We commend ourselves, our loved ones and our personal needs to your merciful care.  

Moment for Silent Reflection

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

C
sing

O God, our help in ages past,  Our hope for years to come;

Our shelter from the stormy blast,  And our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood  Or earth received its frame,

From everlasting you are God,  To endless years the same.

O God, our help in ages past,  Our hope for years to come,

Still be our guard while troubles last  And our eternal home!
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Devotional Reflection


1
What are your basic reactions to what has happened?


2
What would be a godly response to what has happened?

3
Discuss:  “A Christian is not shocked by what has happened.”

4
What are God’s purposes in allowing what has happened?

5
Name some possible good results of what has happened:

Prayer Requests

Order of Worship

The Greeting

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C
And also with you.

The Psalm




Psalm 27:1-5

P
The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?

C
The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?

P
When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.

C
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;  though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.

P
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek:

C
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord, and to seek him in his temple.

P
For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.

C
Sing

Rock of ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee;

Let the water and the blood

From the riv’n side which flowed

Be of sin the double cure:

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to thy cross I cling;

Naked, come to thee for dress,

Helpless, look to thee for grace,

Foul, I to the fountain fly –

Wash me Savior or I die!

The Devotion




1 Peter 1:1-7

1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
2To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

“Our Living Hope”

The Litany in Word and Song

P
Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand.  We come before you tonight in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people.  Look with favor upon our United States of America and preserve our liberties.  Enable President Bush and our leaders to direct their affairs with wisdom, courage and justice.  Be with those who are grieving or hurting, and protect those who serve in the armed forces or are maintaining peace and safety in our communities.


According to your will, keep us from any further attack and bring to repentance and to justice those who have carried out these evil deeds, so that we may be safe to continue serving you in love and joy.


Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

C
sing

God bless our native land, Firm may she ever stand 

Through storm and night.

When the wild tempests rave,  Ruler of wind and wave,

Do thou our country save  By thy great might.

