
Certainty?Certainty?Certainty?Certainty?

“in this world nothing is“in this world nothing isin this world nothing is in this world nothing is 
certain but death and certain but death and 
taxes.”  taxes.”  

--Benjamin FranklinBenjamin Franklin

PH & RHPH & RH
“Nothing ever“Nothing everNothing ever Nothing ever 
changes”changes”
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Change!Change!Change!Change!
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People ungratefully grumblePeople ungratefully grumblePeople ungratefully grumblePeople ungratefully grumble

Numbers 21:4-6 They traveled from Mount y
Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go 
around Edom. But the people grew impatient 
on the way; they spoke against God andon the way;  they spoke against God and 
against Moses, and said, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
desert? There is no bread! There is no water!desert? There is no bread! There is no water! 
And we detest this miserable food!” 

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes 
among them; they bit the people and manyamong them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died.
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“from Mount Hor along the route to the Red 
S t d Ed ”Sea, to go around Edom”
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Why did it take so long?Why did it take so long?Why did it take so long?Why did it take so long?

Numbers 32:Numbers 32:11-13 ‘Because they have not u be s 3u be s 3 3 ecause t ey a e ot
followed me wholeheartedly, not one of the men 
twenty years old or more who came up out of 
Egypt will see the land I promised on oath toEgypt will see the land I promised on oath to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob— not one except 
Caleb… and Joshua…, for they followed the , y
LORD wholeheartedly.’ The LORD’s anger 
burned against Israel and he made them 
wander in the desert forty years until thewander in the desert forty years, until the 
whole generation of those who had done 
evil in his sight was gone.
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Will we ever get there?Will we ever get there?Will we ever get there?Will we ever get there?
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“we detest this miserable food”“we detest this miserable food”we detest this miserable foodwe detest this miserable food

lqel¿ ]h' µj ‘lqel¿Q]h' µj,L,B‘

Hebrew = “starvation Hebrew = “starvation 
rations”rations”
prisoner of war foodprisoner of war food
“bread and water”“bread and water”
mannamanna
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Not a new complaintNot a new complaintNot a new complaintNot a new complaint

Numbers 20:5Numbers 20:5,, Why did you bring us up outNumbers 20:5Numbers 20:5,, Why did you bring us up out 
of Egypt to this terrible place? It has no 
grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. 
And there is no water to drink!”
Numbers 11:5Numbers 11:5--66,, We remember the fish we 
ate in Egypt at no cost—also the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 
garlic But now we have lost our appetite;garlic.  But now we have lost our appetite; 
we never see anything but this manna!”
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Pillar of cloud and firePillar of cloud and firePillar of cloud and firePillar of cloud and fire

By day By night
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God’s judgment on grumblingGod’s judgment on grumblingGod s judgment on grumblingGod s judgment on grumbling

“Then the LORD 
sent venomoussent venomous 
snakes among 
them; they bitthem; they bit 
the people and 
many Israelitesmany Israelites 
died.”
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What do you grumble about?What do you grumble about?What do you grumble about?What do you grumble about?
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What do you grumble about?What do you grumble about?What do you grumble about?What do you grumble about?
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I don’t grumble I amI don’t grumble I amI don t grumble.  I am…I don t grumble.  I am…

“complaining”“complaining”complainingcomplaining
“protesting”“protesting”
“ h i i i ”“ h i i i ”“sharing my opinion”“sharing my opinion”
“exercising my first amendment rights!”“exercising my first amendment rights!”

Grumbling is an offense against a holy andGrumbling is an offense against a holy andGrumbling is an offense against a holy and Grumbling is an offense against a holy and 
righteous Lord, who is always in control righteous Lord, who is always in control 
and always knows better!and always knows better!

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, AZGrace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, AZ 14140303--733L733L

and always knows better!and always knows better!



God faithfully deliversGod faithfully deliversGod faithfully deliversGod faithfully delivers

Numbers 21:7-9 The people came to Moses u be s 9 e peop e ca e to oses
and said, “We sinned when we spoke against 
the LORD and against you. Pray that the 
LORD will take the snakes away from us ” SoLORD will take the snakes away from us.” So 
Moses prayed for the people.

The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snakeThe LORD said to Moses, Make a snake 
and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 
can look at it and live.”  So Moses made a 
b k d t it l Thbronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 
when anyone was bitten by a snake and 
looked at the bronze snake, he lived.
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looked at the bronze snake, he lived.



The people’s problemThe people’s problemThe people s problemThe people s problem

“We sinned when we spoke againstWe sinned when we spoke against 
the LORD and against you.”
They had offended a holy and righteousThey had offended a holy and righteousThey had offended a holy and righteous They had offended a holy and righteous 
God who had only blessed them.  They God who had only blessed them.  They 
turned away from their sin.turned away from their sin.yy
2 Corinthians 7:102 Corinthians 7:10 Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation p
and leaves no regret, but worldly 
sorrow brings death.
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God’s solutionGod’s solutionGod s solutionGod s solution

“Make a snake and put it upMake a snake and put it up 
on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live ”bitten can look at it and live.”

Only faith in a seemingly 
ridiculous promise would saveridiculous promise would save 
them!

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, AZGrace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, AZ 17170303--733L733L



“anyone who is bitten can look 
i d li ”at it and live”
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God’s solutionGod’s solutionGod s solutionGod s solution
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God’s solution nowGod’s solution nowGod s solution nowGod s solution now
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John 3:14John 3:14--1515John 3:14John 3:14 1515

Just as MosesJust as Moses 
lifted up the 
snake in the 
desert, so the 
Son of Man must 
b lift d th tbe lifted up, that 
everyone who 
believes in himbelieves in him 
may have 
eternal life.
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eternal life.



Certainty?Certainty?Certainty?Certainty?

PH & RHPH & RHPH & RHPH & RH
Some things will never change.  Some things will never change.  

O t l ith iO t l ith iOur struggle with sin.Our struggle with sin.
Our struggle to stop grumbling.Our struggle to stop grumbling.

Benjamin Franklin was wrong.  “nothing is Benjamin Franklin was wrong.  “nothing is 
certain but death and taxes.”  certain but death and taxes.”  
The promises of God are more certain.The promises of God are more certain.
That will never change! Amen.That will never change! Amen.
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That will never change!  Amen.That will never change!  Amen.


