
Gathering Rite: Lead Us to Your Light
The opening hymns and songs of Christian worship mean to "gather" individual Christians into a worshiping
assembly. What the traditional service does with hymns, canticles, and opening liturgy, this Advent gathering
rite does with contemporary song and responses.

LEAD US TO YOUR LIGHT

The cantor/choir introduces the refrain. Then the congregation repeats the refrain and sings it again
as indicated.

Lord, we await your coming to our world; 
Bring us the gift of salvation. R

Lord, you are hope and healing for our world;
Come, now, and bring us your good news. R

Come, O come, O come, Emmanuel;
Come with us on earth here to dwell. R

Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber;
Banish the darkness of night. R

Child of the light and love beyond all telling,
Fill our hearts with wonder and praise. R

GREETING

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.



LORD, HAVE MERCY

M: The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers his grace and love. It is good for us to repent of our sins
and to plead for his mercy.

The congregation may kneel.

M: Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. Lord, have mercy.

M: You come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. Christ, have mercy.

M: You will come in glory with salvation for your people. Lord, have mercy.

M: May almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, he
forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. (spoken)

The service continues with the Prayer of the Day.
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Notes: 

1. This PDF version of the gathering rite is included for those who cannot read the MS Word
version.  To print the service, go to File / Print and change the Properties to “landscape” and “legal
paper size.” If you use this PDF version, please let us know at worship@sab.wels.net so we can
get a sense of how many prefer this format over the MS Word version. 

2. This gathering rite may be used for each Sunday in Advent. You will need copies for the
cantor/choir and accompanist. Order “Lead Us to Your Light” by Carol Browning, NPH #28-4495
(800-662-6022) or GIA #G-5323. Flute part: #G-5323INST.

3. All internet links used in this document connect to the WELS Worship website. If you are working
from a hardcopy or encounter an inactive link, please go to the homepage
<www.wels.net/worship> or email <worship@sab.wels.net> for assistance.

4. Printed in the octavo is the C instrument part heard on the recording found on the WELS Worship
Website <www.wels.net>. It is possible to do this music with only organ or piano. As on the
recording, other instrumentalists may improvise parts based on the keyboard accompaniment.

5. The musical score makes it possible for the Greeting and Lord Have Mercy to be sung. If the
minister is not capable of singing these parts, there are other options as noted below. Be sure to
adjust service format and rubrics as needed.
- The minister may speak the Greeting (with or without music continuing while he speaks).
- The Greeting may consist only of the Invocation or the Apostolic Greeting.
- The entire Greeting section may be spoken by pastor and people.
- Cantor, soloist, or choir may sing the Lord Have Mercy section. The minister may then speak the
words "May  Almighty God have mercy…" while the music continues softly. 

6. To accompany the congregation’s portions, the keyboardist leads the congregation with slightly
more volume, especially when the congregation immediately follows the minister’s portion such
as in “Lord, have mercy.” If playing piano or electronic keyboard, try doubling the bass line in
octaves for congregation parts; on organ, use soft Manual II for the presider or choir and a stronger
Manual I with Pedal for the congregation.

7. The Kyrie text in the rite is not strongly penitential. It reflects, rather, a common Advent emphasis
on three comings of Jesus. Since confession of sins is not essential, the wording above may be
used. Or you may use other wording that reflects a stronger penitential emphasis.

8. Note that the absolution is not in the choir copy. It is added to strengthen the declarative character
of absolution. The standard Christian Worship absolution below may be substituted.

9. When musician(s) and presiding minister have carefully planned (and rehearsed!) this gathering
rite, worshipers will find it to be very easy to follow. See the document “Gathering Preparation”
on the WELS Worship Website 

10. The musical notation graphic in this document can be cut/pasted into other documents. To resize
the graphic use the corner handle.

11. Text is formatted using MS Word "styles."

The copyright notice may appear elsewhere in the worship folder.
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