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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

Milwaukee, Wisconsin


The Festival of the Ascension of Our Lord

May 17, 2007


7:00 p.m.


PRELUDE


Xxxx





xxx
OPENING HYMN

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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A DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORDPRIVATE 

P:
Christ is arisen!PRIVATE 

C:
He is risen indeed!

P:
God has ascended amid shouts of joy!

C:
Let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 

P:
Why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

C:
We believe and are sure that he is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

P:
God raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.

C:
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

P:
Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.   

C:
Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 

P:
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

C:
Never again will we hunger; never again will we thirst. The sun will not beat upon us, nor any scorching heat.  For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

SONG OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast










     Setting by Peter Hallock


The congregation sings the refrain as indicated.  The choir sings the verses of the canticle.


[image: image1.jpg]Everyone:

ANTIPHON

3
A L K N & , .
Yy U — o T N K N X i
y A0 N — A~ N i 7
e S— - S
o L 4
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le-
A p— i j
T 1 T N X l ! 3
ve e g 1
S i & & o
J ! =
lu - ia, al - - le - lu - ia!




Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood sets us free to be people of God.  Refrain.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.  Refrain.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  Refrain.

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  Refrain.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia!  Refrain.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:  
Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God's right hand you rule the nations.  Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  
Amen. (spoken)


Be seated.
LESSON  


Acts 1:1-11

PSALM
OF THE DAY

Psalm 47
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All sing the refrain.  The congregation sings the psalm responsively with the choir.
SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 1:16-23

VERSE OF THE DAY


Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  Surely I will be with you always to the very end of the age.  Alleluia.

GOSPEL OF THE DAY

Luke 24:44-54

ANTHEM


Rejoice, the Lord Is King
Setting my Malcolm Archer

	Rejoice, the Lord is King,

Your Lord and King adore;

Mortals, give thanks and sing

And triumph evermore:

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice,

Again I say, Rejoice!
	Jesus the Savior reigns,

The God of truth and love,

When he had purged our stains,
He took his seat above:

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice,

Again I say, Rejoice!



	His kingdom cannot fail;
He rules o’er earth and heaven;

The keys to death and hell

Are to our Jesus given:

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice,

Again I say, Rejoice!
	He sits at God’s right hand
Till all his foes submit,

And now to his command

And fall beneath his feet:

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice,

Again I say, Rejoice!


Rejoice, the Lord is King,

Your Lord and King adore;

Mortals, give thanks and sing

And triumph evermore:

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice,

Again I say, Rejoice!
HYMN OF THE DAY

On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build
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SERMON


Text
Theme

Parts
OFFERING


Xxxx




Xxxx
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Stand

P:
Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on behalf of the Church and of all people.

Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into heaven where he is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in these gray and latter days that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving name of Jesus. 

C:
As the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh seek to silence our witness to the truth, grant us courage to believe in our hearts and confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord. 

P:
Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded us, his kingdom of priests, to pray for others. 

C:
Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need:

P:

to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief;

to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort;

to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help;

to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full;

to the young send patience to wait for the fuller life to come;

to husbands and wives and their families, to single parents who raise their children

     alone grant wisdom and strength.

C:  
Pour out your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace.

P:
Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have.  In your mercy continue to grant us daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask. 

C:
Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need.

P:
O Lord, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from his ascension before you, where he ever stands for us as our own high priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end.

C:
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us. 

P:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P:
To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.


Be seated

HYMN



Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels
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PRAYER


Stand

P:
Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin and set our minds on things above.  Grant that we who are reborn to new life in him may live in righteousness and holiness all our days, proclaiming his love to those who do not know him by faith, and longing for him to reappear in glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen. (spoken)

BLESSING

P:
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C.
Amen, amen, amen.  (sung)
HYMN



Draw Us to Thee
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Remain standing for the hymn

POSTLUDE
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The Recession of the Paschal Candle

The Paschal Candle is the large candle placed on a tall brass candlestick located near the baptismal font in our chancel.  Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter, for it was at the conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival, the "Pasch," that Jesus rose from the dead and proved himself to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes the threat of death (Read Exodus 12 and 1 Corinthians 6:6-8).

The Paschal Candle is lighted every Easter morning to symbolize that Christ is alive and lives among his people.  It is then lighted for every service during the 40-day period that follows Easter as we celebrate the resurrection, the greatest of God's miracles and mercies.  By doing so we remember the reality that "if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17) and we rejoice to know that "Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep!" (1 Corinthians 15:20).

At the Festival of the Ascension the Paschal Candle is carried from the chancel to symbolize that Jesus did not remain with his Church in bodily form but returned to his heavenly Father's right hand in glory.  The recession of the Paschal Candle does not imply that Jesus is no longer present among us, for he promised, "Where two or three come together in my name, there am I among them" (Matthew 18:20).  Wherever his Word and Sacraments are, there Jesus is truly present.  The recession of the Paschal candle helps us to remember that Jesus does not himself carry the gospel in Word and Sacraments to the world, but has appointed us to "go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:20).  With Jesus' power and presence, we are indeed witnesses of grace.     

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

1209 North Broadway

Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53202

Church Office - (414) 271-3006

Notes from C/W:


Note especially the opening dialogue, prayer of the church, and recession of paschal candle.





The setting of "This Is the Feast" is from � HYPERLINK "http://www.ionianarts.com" �www.ionianarts.com� with optional brass and percussion. A stunning recording is available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.churchpublishing.org/products/index.cfm?fuseaction=productDetail&productID=160"��churchpublishing.org� on a CD that demonstrates a wide variety, including simpler unison music with children. This could be used with brass on Easter and Ascension, and without brass for all other Sundays of the Easter season as a substitute for the Song of Praise.
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