THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing


Christian Worship #171

Please stand for the final stanza of the opening hymn.
GREETING

Minister:
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation:
And also with you.

DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION
Selected Verses from the Psalms

M:
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above.
C:
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

M:
How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth!

C:
He has set his glory above the heavens.

M:
For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth.

C:
He is exalted far above all gods.

M:
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.

C:
God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
M:
The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble.

C:
He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.

M:
The throne of our God will last forever and ever.

C:
A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom.

M:
Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted.

C:
His splendor is above the earth and the heavens.

THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY

Refrain
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Text copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress.

Tune copyright © 1975, 1988 by Richard Hillert.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.


Lord Jesus, King of glory, you have ascended far above the heavens, and at God’s right hand you rule the nations.  Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON
Acts 1:1-11


Pew Bible, page 1690

After the Lesson, the congregation responds:

C:
(♫)
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne.



Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.



Hark! The sounds of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:



“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.”

SECOND LESSON
Ephesians 1:15-23



Pew Bible, page 1818

After the Lesson, the congregation responds:

C:
(♫)
Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay; 



Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to you from day to day. 



Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 



Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.

Please stand.

GOSPEL
Luke 24:44-53



Pew Bible, page 1644

After the Gospel, the congregation responds:

C:
(♫)
Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 



Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 



Though the cloud of sight received him When the forty days were o’er, 



Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore.”

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 
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SERMON
Based on Acts 1:1-11

Beginning at Jerusalem
1.
Realize what Jesus accomplished there
2.
Go out with his commission
Please stand.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
Luther’s Explanation of the Second


Article of the Apostles’ Creed


from the Small Catechism

C:
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.  He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood, and with his innocent suffering and death.  All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.  This is most certainly true.

Please be seated.

OFFERING

The ushers will first distribute a blue “friendship register,” and then distribute the offering plates.  We ask each family group in each pew to sign the register while our members’ offerings are gathered.  Thank you!

HYMN
Crown Him with Many Crowns


Christian Worship #341

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:
Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and glory and now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords.

C:
We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell.

M:
O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s love for all the world.

C:
Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts.

M:
O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and heirs. Defend us against Satan’s every accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our everyday lives.

C:
Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf.

M:
O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the best interest of your Church.

C:
You are our Lord, Master, and King.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:
As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look for your coming again in glory.

C:
Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen.

Prayer of the Church © 1999 NPH, from Christian Worship: Altar Book.
LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING

M:
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise
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After the hymn, please be seated.

After any verbal announcements are given, the “WELS Connection” video for May will be viewed prior to the congregation’s dismissal.

Presiding Minister
Pastor Robert Hochmuth

Lector
Mark Baushke
Organist
Emily Rose Strey

Sing God’s Truth
Our King Reigns Forever

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom

and strength and honor and glory and praise!” (Revelation 5:12).

“The king is dead! Long live the king!” is a traditional acclamation in some European countries. These words are used when a monarch dies and is succeeded, usually by the prince. The phrase arose especially to emphasize the fact that sovereign power transfers immediately to the new king upon the death of the previous monarch. The ruling class wants its subjects to believe that old kingdoms never die; they just get new kings.

History teaches us, however, that even old kingdoms die. One of history’s most famous ruling families, the Hapsburgs, reigned in Europe for about eight hundred years. The name became synonymous with power. Still, even this longstanding kingdom finally came to an end.

So what happened to Jesus’ kingdom on Good Friday? Pilate asked Jesus whether or not he was a king. Our Savior replied, “You are right in saying I am a king,” though he assured the Roman governor, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36,37). Later that same day, our King would heave his last breath to the horror of his followers. There would be no heir apparent to take his place! No one would shout, “The king is dead! Long live the king!” With Jesus’ death, it would seem as though his kingdom had died as well.

Of course, we know better! Our victorious King rose from death three days later, proving his victory over all our enemies, the greatest of which is death. The angel herald announced the good news: The King was dead, but now he is alive! (Mark 16:6) Long live the King! Yes, our King was slain, yet now he lives forever. What joy fills us all!

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (CW 341) glories in this magnificent paradox. Written by a 19th-century hymnist, Matthew Bridges, the hymn is based on hymns in the book of Revelation. It reminds us that while our King is the Lamb who was slain, he is now the “matchless King through all eternity” (st. 1). We are invited to “behold his hands and side, rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified” (st. 2). Here is the “Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave” (st. 3). The King was dead! Long live the King!

We sing God’s truth: our King was slain, yet now he lives forever. His kingdom—yes, our kingdom—will never end!

This is the next installment in a series of articles on various hymns in Christian Worship.

These articles will appear in our Sunday service folder occasionally throughout the year.

Scripture is from The Holy Bible: New International Version.

Hymns and hymnal references are from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. 
Article © 2007 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Notes from C/W:


Copyrighted items are noted and may be used only in parishes that own the original source or proper license.








