

WELCOME             We welcome you all to our Easter Sunrise Service!  If you are visiting us, we’re very happy you could join us on this joyful day.  Our ushers are ready to help you with any needs you have.  Visitors, please sign a pew card and give it to an usher so we can remember your visit this morning.  For those with small children, we have a Training Room available in the back of church, equipped with a speaker and large windows for observing the worship service. 
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Pre-service meditation in silence
Entrance of the Good Friday candle
The Lighting of the Easter Cross
Easter Greeting –

 P: 
Christ is risen!

C: 
He is risen indeed!

 P: 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?

C: 
He is not here.  He has risen, just as he said.

 P: 
Hallelujah!  Death has been swallowed up in victory!

C: 
Where, O death, is your victory? 
     
Where, O death, is your sting?

 P: 
The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the Law

C: 
But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah!

Opening hymn: #159 (Please rise to sing this hymn)
Easter Verses –

P: 
Christ is risen!

C: 
He is risen indeed!

P: 
He is not here

C: 
Come see the place where they laid him

P: 
He was pierced for our transgressions

C: 
He was crushed for our iniquities

P: 
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him

C: 
By his wounds we are healed

P: 
He was delivered over to death for our sins

C: 
And was raised to life for our justification

P: 
Oh that my words were recorded, that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead or engraved in rock forever!

C: 
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.   

P: 
And after my skin has been destroyed

C: 
Yet in my flesh I will see God
P: 
I myself will see him with my own eyes – I and not another
C: 
How my heart yearns within me!

All sing:
He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus the Lord


He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song

And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong

Oh, where is your sting, death?  We fear you no more

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door

For all our transgressions his blood does atone

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own
      




(Hymn 143, vv. 1,4)

Easter Verses –

P: 
Christ is risen!

C: 
He is risen indeed!

P: 
If God is for us,
C: 
Who can be against us?

P:  
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?
C: 
It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  

P: 
Christ Jesus who was raised to life is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us

C: 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

P: 
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

C: 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us

P: 
I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,

C: 
Neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,

P: 
Neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,

C: 
Will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Hallelujah!

 All sing: 
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear 


But short was his triumph, the Savior arose

And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes

The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high

He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die       





(Hymn 143, vv. 2,3) 

1.   A Word from Isaiah
Isaiah 12:1-6 - In that day you will say: "I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me.  Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation."  With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  In that day you will say: "Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.  Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world.  Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."

Our response: Psalm 71 (p. 94 in the hymnal)
2.   A Word from Paul
1 Corinthians 15:51-57 - Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
    “Death has been swallowed up in victory."    

"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our response: Hymn 150
3.   A Word from Jesus 

John 20:1-18 - Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"  

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)

Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.  They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."  
Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).  Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Congregational hymn: #160  

We gather our Easter Sunrise offerings
During the offering, Jeff Carter

         will sing “The Holy Heart” by Anne Barbour & Marsha Skidmore.
1. The Holy Heart was broken, sent from the Father’s side
The Son of God forsaken, the holy sacrifice

Refrain:      For me He was forsaken, For me He died alone

                  My sin forever taken, That I might be His own

2. The Holy Lamb was stricken, abandoned and alone

                   He bore the world’s affliction, he bore it as His own.   Refrain

3. And when my heart is broken, torn by my sin and pride

                   The Son of God now risen, will draw me to His side.   Refrain

Easter Sunrise prayers

The Blessing

   C: (sung) Amen.

Closing anthem by the Holy Trinity Choir – 
  “The Hallelujah Chorus”
If there are members in the congregation who would like to sing along
with the choir, come on up!  We have extra copies of music for you.

Postlude: “Beautiful Savior” (by Holy Trinity Brass)

____________________________________________

Worship leader: Pastor Mark Schewe

Organist: Pam Carter 
Brass:
Jeff Carter and Steven Winterfeld, trumpet

Eric Rodmyre, Del Winterfeld, and Pastor Schewe, trombone 


Tad Doviak, tuba 
Please join us for Easter breakfast in the Fellowship Hall immediately 

after our service!  Also, plan to join us for one of our Festival Services this morning after the breakfast (9:00 and 10:30 a.m.).  
The Festival Service is different from the Sunrise Service.
Easter Sunrise Service
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“A Word from Easter Witnesses”





Easter Sunrise Message 		                  John 20:1-8





Introduction: Some impressive tombs





See how people come to Jesus’ tomb





Mary Magdalene came with __________________________


      Do we?





Peter came with ____________________________________


      Do we?





John came with _____________________________________


	      Do we?





See how people leave the empty tomb





    John left with ______________________________________


      Do we?





    Peter left with ______________________________________


      Do we?





    Mary Magdalene left with ____________________________


      Do we?





Conclusion: What a perspective this puts on the cross!





Notes from C/W:


Some good worship dialogues. Layout is not optimized. Consider using 8.5x14 and more white space.





Text box may be deleted.








