The Festival of the Resurrection of our Lord

Easter Sunday, April 8, 2007

Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church

10:00 a.m.

Belmont, California


Welcome!

In the name of our risen Savior, we welcome you to our Easter festival service.  This morning our celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which began during last night’s Easter Vigil, continues and reaches its high point on this greatest of festivals in the Christian Church calendar.  May the Gospel of the resurrection of Christ give you true peace on this joyous day!

Questions?

If you have any questions during your time with us today, please ask an usher for assistance.  Restrooms are available in the fellowship hall (the downstairs level of the church).  The fellowship hall is also used as a nursery area for parents with small children.  The service is broadcast downstairs via closed circuit television for parents who need to quiet their children outside the church proper or for anyone else who may need to leave the service for a time.  Personal hearing systems are available for anyone who has difficulty hearing the service; please ask an usher for a personal sound system if you would like to use one.

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in this morning’s service.  We believe that Jesus offers to us his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins in the Lord’s Supper.  The Bible also teaches us that Holy Communion is an expression of our complete “oneness,” or unity of faith.  For this reason, we invite to the Lord’s Supper those who have confessed their agreement with our beliefs through membership in this congregation or one of our sister congregations of the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) or the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod).  If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or another Christian church, and you would like to commune with us in the future, please speak to our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails.  For now, we don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with all of our beliefs before you have had the opportunity to learn more about our teachings.  For more information about our communion practice, please refer to the pamphlet titled “Attending the Lord’s Supper” which is available in the back of the church.

School Information

In addition to our congregation, we also operate a Christian school that serves students in grades Kindergarten through eighth grade.  Our school is currently accepting applications for the coming year for students in all grades, including our “junior Kindergarten” program for four-year-old children.  For more information about our school, pick up a school brochure in the fellowship hall, call our office, or visit our website.  If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the quality Christian education offered at Gloria Dei, please contact us.  We would be very happy to assist you!

Regular Sunday Schedule


8:15 a.m. – Divine Service 


9:30 a.m. – Bible Study Hour 


10:30 a.m. – Coffee Hour 


11:00 a.m. – Divine Service

The regular Sunday schedule will resume next Sunday, April 15, 2007.

Our Sunday schedule will be revised beginning Memorial Day weekend.

Please call or visit our website for the revised schedule, which begins on May 27, 2007.

Before the Service

We invite you to prepare for worship with prayer and meditation.  Personal prayers for worship may be found on pages 10-11 in Christian Worship.  A personal preparation for Holy Communion may be found on page 156 in Christian Worship.  Guests are asked to read our statement about participation in Holy Communion on the previous page.

The music prior to the start of the service is also a part of worship.  The hymn melodies quoted in the music proclaim the gospel in an artistic way.  For this reason, we encourage you to quiet your conversations once the preservice music has begun.


THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Gathering

BELL PEAL

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Christian Worship #157

As the hymn is introduced, please stand and face the processional group in the back of the church.  Turn toward the front of the church when the paschal candle and processional cross pass your pew as they are carried to the chancel.

1.
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
3.
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Our salvation have procured, Alleluia!

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!

Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia!

2.
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
4.
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!

Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!

Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia!

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!

GREETING

Minister:
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation:
And also with you.
2 Corinthians 13:14

BE SEATED

Holy Baptism

BAPTISMAL ADDRESS

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ gave his church the command to baptize when he said in the last chapter of Matthew: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”


Scripture makes plain the universal need for Baptism.  As children of Adam, we belong to a fallen race.  From our parents we inherit a sinful nature and would be lost forever unless delivered by our Lord Jesus Christ.  He willingly took on himself the curse of sin and by his death on the cross redeemed us and all people.


Christ’s almighty word gives Baptism its power to save.  Peter declares, “Baptism now saves you.” Scripture also clearly teaches that the power and promise of Baptism is intended for young and old alike.  On the day of Pentecost the apostle testified, “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, for all whom the Lord our God will call.” By water and the Spirit, we are born again and united with Christ and his people as members of the Church.

Matthew 28:18-20, 1 Peter 3:21, Acts 2:39

Spoken to the parents of children who are to be baptized:

M:
In bringing these children to Baptism, you are doing what is God-pleasing. Jesus himself invited little children to become a part of his kingdom when he said: “‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them, and blessed them.”

Mark 10:14-16

Spoken to the adults who are to be baptized:

M:
In coming to be baptized, you are doing what is God-pleasing. Ananias said to the apostle Paul after his conversion, “Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away.” Through your baptism, God gives you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

Acts 22:16

 (Please turn the page quietly)

PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.


Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: through your stern judgment the unbelieving world was destroyed by the flood, but according to your great mercy, you saved Noah and his family.  You engulfed stubborn Pharaoh and his army in the waters of the Red Sea but led your people through those same waters to safety on dry land.  In the waters of the Jordan your own Son was baptized and anointed with the Spirit.  By these signs you foreshadowed the precious, cleansing bath which you give us in Holy Baptism.


Clinging to your command and promise, we ask that you would look with favor upon these, your servants. Through this water of Baptism, drown in them all sin inherited from Adam and any other evil they may do.  Set them apart from the unbelieving world and hold them safe and secure in the holy ark of the Church.  Keep them always fervent in spirit and joyful in hope so that they may honor your holy name and at last receive, together with all your people, the promised inheritance of eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

M:
Let us confess the faith of the Church, the faith into which we are baptized, the Apostles’ Creed.

C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



maker of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,




who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,




born of the virgin Mary,




suffered under Pontius Pilate,




was crucified, died and was buried.



He descended into hell.



The third day he rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven




and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.



From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit,




the holy Christian Church,





the communion of saints,




the forgiveness of sins,




the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting.  Amen.

BAPTISMAL RITE

Spoken to the parents of children who are to be baptized:

Minister:
Do you desire to have _________ baptized into this Christian faith?

Response: 
Yes.

Spoken to the adults who are to be baptized:

M:
Do you, _________, desire to be baptized into this Christian faith?

R: 
Yes.

M:
Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?

R:
Yes.

The following section is repeated for each person who is being baptized:

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the person to be baptized and says:

M:
Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as a redeemed child of Christ.

The minister applies water to the person as he or she is baptized and says:

M:
_______, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 28:19

The minister says to the baptized person:

M:
The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins.  By your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven.

May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life.  Peace be with you.


EXHORTATION

M:
Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love, therefore, urges all of us to assist in whatever manner possible so that these fellow Christians may remain children of God until death. If you are willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, and we ask God to help us.

C:
Yes, and we ask God to help us.
(Please turn the page quietly)

baptismal candle

A baptismal candle is lit from the paschal candle and is given to each baptized person or to the parent, sponsor, or another family member of each baptized child.

M:
Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12


Light these candles again and again in years to come on anniversaries of this day, and recall what God has done for you through the gift of his Son and through Baptism which unites you with Jesus in his death to sin and resurrection to new life.

STAND

PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the gift of Baptism by which you wash away sin and give us a new and eternal life. Help us each day to remember that through Baptism you clothe us with Christ that we may stand holy and righteous before you. Look with favor on these, your servants, that they may be kept safe by the gift of your Spirit, grow daily in your grace, and live forever by the power of the risen Christ. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to all the baptized, so that all may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.

DISMISSAL BLESSING

M:
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord  Jesus Christ, strengthen you by his Spirit, that Christ, dwelling in your hearts by faith, may fill you with all spiritual blessings.  Go in peace.

The Word

THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY
Christian Worship #265

The traditional song of praise sung at this point in the Divine Service is “Glory be to God,” also known by its Latin title, Gloria in Excelsis.  During the Easter season, the Gloria in Excelsis is customarily replaced by the following Easter canticle, “This Is the Feast of Victory.”

Refrain
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Revelation 5:12-13

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.


Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened the gate to eternal life.  Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever.
C:
Amen.

BE SEATED

FIRST LESSON
Selected Verses from Exodus 14 & 15



The crossing at the Red Sea

The first section of the Lesson is read by the minister.

The second section of the Lesson is sung by the minister and congregation.

Refrain
Each refrain is sung in the following manner:
The minister sings the first line and the congregation repeats the first line.

The minister then sings the second line and the congregation repeats the second line.
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Verse
The Lord is my strength, my protection and my shield; Pharaoh’s army and his chariots God cast into the sea.  Our God is a warrior whose name is the Lord, God of might, God of victory.

Refrain
Minister and Congregation

Verse
The brave and the mighty, the pride of Pharaoh’s army, God plunged them to the bottom of the sea like a stone.  The hand of the Lord is magnificent in power; the Lord has crushed our foes!

Refrain
Minister and Congregation

Verse
O God who redeems, who delivers us from slavery, you set us on the mountain of your holy place.  Your throne and your temple shall endure for all time; your reign shall never end!

Refrain
Minister and Congregation

SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 15:1-11



St. Paul lists Jesus’ resurrection appearances

STAND

GOSPEL
Luke 24:1-12



The resurrection of Jesus

The Gospel Procession moves to the center of the assembly as the congregation sings:

C:
(♫)
Alleluia! Alleluia!


Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:


Sing to God a hymn of gladness,


Sing to God a hymn of praise;


He who on the cross a victim


For the world’s salvation bled—


Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,


Now is risen from the dead.

(Please turn the page quietly)

Turn to face the Gospel procession in the center of the congregation.  The Gospel is read in the midst of the assembly to symbolize the physical resurrection appearances of Jesus among his disciples.

After the Gospel, the minister and congregation respond:

M:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:
(♫)
Alleluia! Christ is risen!


Death at last has met defeat:


See the ancient pow’rs of evil


In confusion and retreat;


Once he died, and once was buried:


Now he lives forevermore,


Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,


Whom we worship and adore.

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands




Christian Worship #161

The following text includes an additional stanza of

the hymn that is not printed in Christian Worship.
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SERMON
Based on Luke 24:1-12

Sermon Theme:

Easter – Good Story or Good News?

Pastor Johnold J. Strey

STAND

HYMN RESPONSE
He Is Arisen! Glorious Word




Christian Worship #162
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        C:   He       is        a   -    ris  -  en!     Glo - rious Word!      Now  re - con - ciled     is
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             God     my      Lord;              The   gates         of     heav’n       are     o       -       pen.
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               My     Je  -   sus      did      tri  -  um - phant die,          And  Sa - tan’s  ar   -   rows
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              bro  -   ken      lie,                  De - stroyed    hell’s   fierc    -    est    weap     -    on.
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              Oh,       hear     What    cheer!    Christ   vic  -  to  -  rious,   Ris  -  ing     glo  -  rious,
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              Life     is     giv  -  ing.    He       was     dead,    but      now    is     liv    -     ing.

BE SEATED

OFFERING

As the offerings of the members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church are gathered, please fill out the red attendance register in your pew.  Visitors to our service need not feel obligated to give an offering.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:
Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

C:
Christ is risen!

M:
For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive.

C:
He is risen indeed!

M:
He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification.

C:
Alleluia!

M:
We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead.

C:
We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world.

M:
Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory over sin, death, and the grave.

C:
You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.

M:
With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan’s head and have removed our guilt.

C:
You are risen!

M:
Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because of your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us.

C:
You are risen indeed!

(Please turn the page quietly)

M:
Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation.

C:
Alleluia!

M:
Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in our risen Lord.

C:
We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life.

M:
Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

C:
He is risen!

M:
As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us and all believers in Christ.

C:
He is risen indeed!


Special prayers and intercessions may be offered here.

M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.


Silent prayer.

M:
Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb.

C:
Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13

Holy Communion

PREFACE

M:
The Lord be with you.
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   C:       And    al  -  so    with  you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.
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   C:       We      lift    them     up       to   the  Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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   C:       It     is  right  to  give  him  thanks     and      praise.

M:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.


He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.


Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Isaiah 6:3, Psalm 118:21&28

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”



Matthew 26:26-28, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

PEACE OF THE LORD

M:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

[image: image16.jpg]men.





  C:      A            -            men.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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John 1:29

BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION

Our guests are asked to refer to our statement regarding participation in the Lord’s Supper on the first page of this service folder.

Please come forward to receive the Sacrament at the usher’s directions.  The presiding minister will place the host in the palm of your hand.  Those who prefer to commune with an individual cup should pick up a cup from the tray as the assisting minister passes by; after you have communed, hold your individual cup so that the presiding minister can see it in order that he can more easily know who desires to commune with the chalice.  Those who prefer to commune with the chalice are asked to assist the presiding minister by guiding the cup to your lips with your hand(s).

The congregation will sing the following two hymns during the distribution.  We will sing as many stanzas of the second distribution hymn as time permits.

FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN
What Is This Bread? 

Lutheran Service Book #629
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1  What  is    this     bread?       Christ’s bod  - y       ris  -  en   from  the    dead:

2  What  is    this      wine?           The   blood   of      Jes  -  us   shed  for    mine:

3  So     who  am         I,               that       I    should  live   and   he  should  die

4  Yet    is     God     here?            Oh,    yes!    By    Word and   pro - mise clear.

5  Is     this    for        me?               I       am     for  -  giv  -  en    and  sent   free.

[image: image19.jpg]A\S V.





This bread we    break,              This    life   we     take,              Was   crushed to

The   cup    of     grace                Brings his  em  -  brace              Of       life     and

Un  -  der   the     rod?                  My  God, my     God,              Why    have   you

In   mouth  and   soul                   He   makes us   whole—        Christ,   tru  -  ly

I         do     be  -  lieve                That      I     re  -  ceive               His       ver  -  y

[image: image20.jpg]TR

1,
§%4

u..l
TTT®
T
BL )

| 1HEN
L

BL.

ih
411Av

I




pay    for    our      re   -   lease.
Oh,    taste  and    see—    the Lord is    peace.

love   un  -  til        I          sing!
Oh,    taste  and    see—    the Lord is    King.

not    for  -  sak  -  en        me?
Oh,    taste  and    see—    the Lord is    free.

pre - sent    in       this      meal.
Oh,    taste  and    see—    the Lord is    real.

bod  -  y     and      his      blood.
Oh,    taste  and    see—    the Lord is    good.

SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Awake My Heart, with Gladness



Christian Worship #156
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Sending

STAND

THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re- joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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shouts  of thanks- giv-ing. Al-le - lu- ia! Al-le-lu - ia!




PRAYER

M:
Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection.  Give us also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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  C:      A            -            men.

BLESSING

M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.


Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
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   C:       A   -   men.       A     -     men.       A           -          men.



Numbers 6:24-26

RECESSIONAL HYMN
I Know that My Redeemer Lives




Christian Worship #152, selected stanzas
1.
I know that my Redeemer lives;
3.
He lives and grants me daily breath;

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, and I shall conquer death.


He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

He lives my mansion to prepare;

He lives, my ever-living Head!

He lives to bring me safely there.

2.
He lives triumphant from the grave;
4.
He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives eternally to save.

He lives, my Jesus, still the same.

He lives all glorious in the sky;

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

He lives exalted there on high.

“I know that my Redeemer lives!”

BE SEATED

Copyright Notices

This Is the Feast of Victory

Taken from “Holy Communion, Setting One” in Lutheran Book of Worship.

Text copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress.

Tune copyright © 1975, 1988 by Richard Hillert.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706345.

Song of Moses (sung portion of First Lesson)

Copyright © 1997 by GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706345.

Hymn stanza after Gospel
Taken from Lutheran Service Book #477.

Copyright © 1982 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.  Administered by Hope Publishing Co.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706345.

Prayer of the Church

Taken from Christian Worship: Altar Book.

Copyright © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House.

Reprinted by permission.

What Is This Bread?

Taken from Lutheran Service Book #629.

Text and tune copyright © 1991 by Fred and Jean Baue.

Reprinted by permission.

Holy, Holy, Holy

O Christ, Lamb of God

Taken from the “Service of Word and Sacrament” in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.

Tunes copyright © 1991 by David Schack.

Permission is granted to WELS congregation to reproduce these canticles.

Thank the Lord

Taken from “Holy Communion, Setting One” in Lutheran Book of Worship.

Tune copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706345.
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Notes from C/W:


Notable features several baptism at beginning, use of baptismal candle (CWOS "Holy Baptism II," page 11), gospel process for Festival of Easter (p.10), melody line graphic and 'missing stanza' for Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands, and more.





Notes from C/W:


Copyrighted items are noted and may be used only in parishes that own the original source or proper license.
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