The pastor explains:

Easter Sunrise service included opening narration spoken from the sacristy over the speaker system with the church darkened.  The lights come up during the singing of "Early Hasten to the Tomb" and the presiding minister leads dialogue from the chancel.  

Narration:

This morning we go back in spirit to the first Easter morning.  Through word and song we relive the events that took place early in the morning.  We experience for ourselves the joy that overwhelmed the hearts of those believing women and our Lord’s disciples.


The disciples did not understand or believe that Jesus would rise from the dead.  They thought that his death meant the end of all their hopes.  Because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, they spent the day huddled behind locked doors.


The women also were not expecting Jesus to rise from the dead.  On the first day of the week, after the Sabbath day of rest had ended, they left their homes and walked to our Lord’s grave.  There they intended to perform one last act of loving service by tending to his dead body with spices.  Their hearts were filled with grief and sorrow.  All they knew was that Jesus, the one in whom they had put their trust, was dead.

Solo:  “Oh Darkest Woe”

Narration:


Sometime after sunset on the Sabbath, which is when Sunday really began, Jesus’ body and soul reunited and he became alive.  He left the still-sealed tomb.  He then descended into hell.  As the victorious Savior, he visited the abode of the damned, where he proclaimed his victory over Satan.  The Bible tells us that he disarmed the powers of evil and “made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.”


No one knew that Jesus had risen… yet.  Shortly before sunrise, there was an earthquake.  The soldiers standing guard fainted and then ran back to the city.  An angel rolled the stone away from the entrance to the tomb to show the world its emptiness.

Solo:  “Early Hasten to the Tomb”

