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The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord

Easter Dawn
Sunday, March 27, 2016
This Morning’s Worship

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  After the somber celebration of Holy Week, the Church gathers in the early hours of Easter morning to shout its “Alleluias” and songs of praise to the risen Lord.  We begin our observance of Christ’s resurrection with an Easter Dawn service that proclaims the good news of this joyous morning through Scripture, song, and Sacrament.  After three days in the tomb, Christ returned to life to dry our tears and remove our fears.  Jesus wants no soul left in mourning over death.  He laid down his life, and he took it up again.  He removed the sting of death by becoming salvation for us, so that we can call God our Father.
Holy Communion

The Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion, will be celebrated in this Easter Dawn service.  The Bible teaches us that Jesus gives us his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins in the Lord’s Supper.  The Bible also instructs us that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is an expression of our complete unity of faith.  For this reason, we invite to Holy Communion members of our congregation, and guests who are members of sister congregations of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

If you are a guest from another Lutheran denomination or another Christian church, we don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to learn more.  For more information about participating with us in the near future, please speak to one of our pastors.  They would be happy to speak with you and begin working with you toward a common confession of faith.

Service Participants
Presiding Minister
Pastor Johnold Strey
Organ & Piano
Jorie Baer 
After this service, we invite everyone to join us in the gymnasium for Easter breakfast.

We also invite you to return for one of the later Easter festival services this morning at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
Easter Joy

Peter Benjamin
BELL PEAL

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 


Christian Worship #157
STAND
GREETING
Minister
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation
And also with you.

EASTER PROCLAMATION
Text adapted from the ancient Easter Vigil service
M
Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels! Rejoice now, all creation!

C
Sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King.
M
Rejoice, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King.
C
Know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished.
M
Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light.
C
Let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful people.
M
This is the day when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality.

C
This is the day when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of night.
M
How holy is this day when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away.

C
How holy is this day when innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast.
M
How blessed is this day when man is reconciled to God in Christ.

C
Let Christ, the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation.

CANTICLE

First Song of Isaiah 


Text adapted from Isaiah 12:2-6


Musical setting by Jack Noble White, 1976
The congregation sings the refrains throughout the canticle.
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Refrain (sung twice at the beginning)
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Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation
And on that day you shall say, “Give thanks to the Lord, and call upon his name.”

Refrain

Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.

Refrain

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,

For the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Refrain (sung twice at the end)
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M
Let us pray.

O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of our Lord’s resurrection. Grant that we who have been raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C
Amen.

BE SEATED
FIRST LESSON
Matthew 28:1-7 


The women at the tomb

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

HYMN
O Sons and Daughters of the King


Christian Worship #165, stanzas 1-3
SECOND LESSON
John 20:2-8


Peter and John at the tomb

2 [Mary Magdalene] came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen.
8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.

HYMN
I Know that My Redeemer Lives 


Christian Worship #152, stanzas 1-5 
THIRD LESSON
John 20:10-18


Jesus appears to Mary

10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

HYMN
Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 


Christian Worship #154
FOURTH LESSON
Luke 24:13-35


Jesus appears on the road to Emmaus 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 
22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 
23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

HYMN
This Joyful Eastertide

Christian Worship #160
FIFTH LESSON
John 20:19-23


Jesus appears on Easter evening

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

HYMN
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain


Christian Worship #142
SIXTH LESSON
John 20:24-29


Jesus appears to doubting Thomas

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

HYMN
O Sons and Daughters of the King


Christian Worship #165, stanzas 4-8
SEVENTH LESSON
John 21:1-14


The miraculous catch of fish

1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 

11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

HYMN
I Know that My Redeemer Lives

Christian Worship #152, stanzas 6-8
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The presiding minister speaks the Prayer of the Church.
OFFERING
See, What a Morning 

Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2002
The musical offering today introduces our congregation to a new hymn that will be sung by the congregation in next Sunday’s services.
See, what a morning, gloriously bright, 

With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 

Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light, 

As the angels announce, “Christ is risen!”

See God’s salvation plan, 

Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 

Fulfilled in Christ, the Man, 

For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 

See Mary weeping, “Where is He laid?” 

As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 

Hears a voice speaking, calling her name; 

It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 

The voice that spans the years, 

Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us, 

Will sound till He appears, 

For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 

Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty.

Honor and blessing, glory and praise 

To the King crowned with pow'r and authority! 

And we are raised with Him, 

Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered; 

And we shall reign with Him, 

For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!
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STAND
PREFACE

M
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.

M
Lift up your hearts.

C
We lift them up to the Lord.

M
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C
It is good and right so to do.

M
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,


O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,


and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son,


the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world


and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,


we praise your holy name and join their glorious song.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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continued…
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M
Blessed are you, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By your Son’s victory over the grave, death’s reign is ended, heaven is opened, and the payment for sin is complete. 

We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son. 

We marvel at the depth of your love and stand in awe of your power.
We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race. 

We gratefully receive the grace and strength you give us in this Sacrament. 

Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed through your Son’s body and blood,

and to live a life worthy of your name; through Jesus Christ, our risen and ascended Lord.
C
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name,


thy kingdom come,


thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;


and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward via the center aisle at the direction of the ushers.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
In Christ Alone 


Christian Worship: Supplement #752
STAND
PRAYER

M
Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.

BLESSING

M
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
O Sons and Daughters of the King 


Christian Worship #165, stanza 9
On this most holy day of days 

To God your hearts and voices raise

In laud and jubilee and praise. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

BE SEATED
POSTLUDE
Festival Fanfare

Lani Smith
We invite you to Easter breakfast in the gymnasium after this service. We also invite you to return later this morning to worship at one of our two Easter festival services at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. A blessed Easter to you all!

Content requiring a copyright license is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-711071. All rights reserved.

· Song of Praise: Music by Jack Noble White, © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. 

· Holy, Holy, Holy: Text © 2006 by Stephen P. Starke.

· O Christ, Lamb of God: Music by Kermit Moldenhauer, © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House.
· Scripture Quotations:  From the Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV 1984), copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.
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