
WELCOME             We welcome you all to our Easter Sunrise Service!  If you are visiting us, we’re very happy you could join us on this joyful day.  Our ushers are ready to help you with any needs you have.  Visitors, please sign a pew card and give it to an usher so we can remember your visit this morning.  For those with small children, we have a Training Room available in the back of church, equipped with a speaker and large windows for observing the worship service. 
ORDER OF WORSHIP

Preservice meditation in silence

The Lighting of the Easter Cross

P:  He is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!

P:  Why do you look for the living among the dead?

C: He is not here.  He has risen, just as he said.

P:  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord!  Death has been swallowed up in     

     victory!

C: Where, O death, is your victory?

     Where, O death, is your sting?

P:  The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the Law

C: But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord

     Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah!

Opening hymn: #157 (Please stand for verse 4)

P: As we gather early this morning to marvel at the empty tomb of Jesus, 

    we must confess we are not worthy to come into God’s presence.  Let    

    us confess our sins.

All: Father in heaven, we confess that our sin deserves your 
        punishment.  ….
P: The Scriptures assure us ….

C: The Lord is risen indeed!  We thank you, God, for the joy you give 
     us this morning.  This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice 
     and be glad in it!  Hallelujah! 

Remain standing to sing:   




Hymn 159

1. Morning breaks upon the tomb

Jesus scatters all its gloom

Day of triumph through the skies

See the glorious Savior rise

2. You who are of death afraid

Triumph in the scattered shade

Drive your anxious cares away

See the place where Jesus lay

3. Christian, dry your flowing tears

Chase your unbelieving fears

Look on his deserted grave

Doubt no more his pow’r to save
1.   What a difference a day made for Peter and John

John 20:1-9
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)
Our response: Hymn 156 (vv. 1-3)
2.   What a difference a day made for Mary Magdalene

John 20:10-18   
Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.  They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."

At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."  Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).

Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.
Our response: Hymn 149
3.   What a difference a day made for the disciples 

John 20:19-23 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."
Holy Trinity Choir     
        In Christ Alone (by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend)

                                                   Arr. by Larry Shackley     © Thankyou Music 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found
      3.  There in the ground His body lay 

He is my light, my strength, my song
           Light of the world by darkness slain
Full text not shown here in Connect file for copyright reasons.

4.   What a difference a day (week) made for Thomas

John 20:24-28 

Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."  A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"

Our response: Hymn 141
5.   What a difference a day makes for us

1 Corinthians 15:19-26
         But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Sunrise Devotion 
We gather our Easter Sunrise offerings
Easter Sunrise prayers
The Blessing

C: (sung) Amen.

Closing hymn - #166

____________________________________________________

Worship leader: Pastor Mark Schewe

Organist / Choir director: Rachel Tacke

Please join us for Easter breakfast in the Fellowship Hall immediately 
after our service!  Also, plan to join us for one of our Festival Services this morning after the breakfast (9:00 and 10:30 a.m.).  
The Festival Service is different from the Sunrise Service.
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“What a Difference a Day Makes!”





Notes from C/W:


Note thematic structure: "what a difference a day makes."


Some elements are not shown. Confession and absolution is not necessary in every service.
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