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Easter Festival

March 23, 2008 – 8:00 & 10:30 AM

St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church & Child Care

1525 N. Grant St., Port Washington, WI 53074

Church Phone:  284-3360 / Child Care Phone: 284-0792

Martin Wildauer, Pastor / Dee Schuetze, Child Care Administrator

Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:30 AM / Monday Worship 7:00 PM

Sunday School & Bible Class 9:15 AM

www.stmatthewpw.org / stmattpw@wels.net

St. Matthew is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

WELCOME! On this Easter morning we welcome you to the house of God and the empty tomb of His risen and living Son. Since this message is the basis for all Bible teachings, we are glad you have come that your joy, hope, faith and worship of God might continue and increase. May your Easter be a truly happy one as you are reminded of our Lord's triumph over sin, death and the devil. If you have any questions or need any help, please ask an usher or any one of us. If you are a visitor and have not already done so, please sign our GUEST BOOK in the entryway, so we have a remembrance of your visit on this special day.

All the words the congregation speaks (or sings) are in bold print in this service folder. If you want to follow along with the music, the hymns are found in the red hymnal “Christian Worship” (CW) in the pew racks. 

(   (   (
Easter Alleluia! (choir)

Christians sing on this glad morning! Jubilate Deo, praise the Lord!

Easter Acclamation

Pastor: 

People of God – Christ is risen!

Congregation: 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

I will not die, but live,

And proclaim what the Lord has done!

This is the day the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Opening Hymn – CW 157 - Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!

Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!



But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!

Our salvation has procured, Alleluia!

Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia!

Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia!

(stand)

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!

Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!

Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia!

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!

Opening responses 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.

Let us come before him with thanksgiving, and extol him with music and song.

The Lord’s right hand is majestic in power. The Lord’s right hand has shattered the enemy. In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him.

Death has been swallowed up in victory.

The Lord will not abandon me to the grave. He has made known to me the path of life.

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.

Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,


and he will reign forever and ever.

Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.

Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

(sung – CW 149, st. 1,2,6)

"Christ the Lord is ris'n today!"

Saints on earth and angels say;

Raise your joys and triumphs high;

Sing, O heav'ns, and earth, reply.

Love's redeeming work is done,

Fought the fight, the battle won;

Lo, our sun's eclipse is o'er;

Lo, he sets in blood no more.

Hail the Lord of earth and heav'n!

Praise to you by both be giv'n!

God has now fulfilled his Word;

Praise the resurrected Lord!
The Prayer for the Day 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and forever. 

Amen.

Psalm 118:14-18 (Sunday School)

The congregation joins in singing the refrain each time. The children sing the verses.
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Children:
The Lord is my strength and my song,

And he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of exultation and victory

In the tents of the righteous:

“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!

The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

Congregation: Refrain

Children: 
I shall not die, but live,

And declare the works of the Lord.

The Lord has punished me sorely,

But he did not hand me over to death. 

Congregation: Refrain

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition ©  2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.

and Keyin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Scripture (A Harmony of the Gospel Accounts of our Savior's Resurrection)

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.

Mary Magdalene saw that the stone had been removed from the en-trance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"  

This is the Word of the Lord. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn – CW 151, st. 1,4,6

Choir
Triumphant from the grave

Rose Jesus, strong to save.

He crushed -- O Christian, mark it well -- 

Sin, Satan, death, and hell.

Now sing your glad song

And joyous praise to him prolong.

All
Nailed fast to yonder tree

See your iniquity!

His cross has banished all your sin,
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Your pardon has brought in.

Now sing your glad song

And joyous praise to him prolong.

Now Satan is undone!

Now death's dread pow'r is gone!

From fear of hell you are set free

Through Jesus' victory!

Now sing your glad song

And joyous praise to him prolong.

The other women entered the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood be-side them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'" Then they remembered his words.

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  

This is the Word of the Lord. Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Sunday School Song – CW 146, st. 1,2,4

His battle ended there; death was overcome.

Jesus, alive again, wore the victor's crown.

Clearly sin had failed; Goodness had prevailed.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Dread pow'rs of death and sin had him in their hold.

When Jesus rose again all their plans were foiled.

Jesus lived again, Triumphed over sin.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

He burst the chains of sin, opened death's dark jail.

God filled him with new life, life that could not fail.

Right before their eyes Jesus did arise.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

When they heard Mary's report Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside.  
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He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to their homes.

This is the Word of the Lord. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Easter Song

After the choir sings the refrain once the congregation repeats it and sings it when indicated. 

Choir: Roll away the stone, let the mystery unfold. Roll away the stone, let the truth be told: the pow’r of sin is broken, a new age sees the dawn with Jesus resurrection on Easter morn.

Congregation: Refrain

Choir: Roll away the stone, let the world rejoice and sing. Roll away the stone, see the risen King. He died to bring us freedom, He triumphed over death;  He sends his Spirit to us with life giving breath.

Congregation: Refrain

By Paul Inwood, Copyright © 1998 Published by World Library Publications.

Mary returned to the tomb and she stood outside the tomb crying. As  she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" 

"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 

At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 

Jesus said to her, "Mary." 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 

Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' 

This is the Word of the Lord. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn – CW 142
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!

God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness. 

See the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison 

And from three days' sleep in death As a sun has risen.

But today among his own Christ appeared, bestowing 

Blessed peace, which evermore Passes human knowing. 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness.

The other women were returning from the tomb. Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." So they went and told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. Mary Magdalene also returned to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them those things he had said to her. 

While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.' If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble." So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.

This is the Word of the Lord. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn – CW 156 – Awake, My Heart, With Gladness

Awake, my heart, with gladness! See what today is done; 

Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun. 

My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made 

When to the realms of light Our spirit wings its flight.

The Foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb. 

But low, he now is routed; His boast is turned to gloom. 

For Christ again is free; In glorious victory 

He who is strong to save Has triumphed o'er the grave.

Choir  This is a sight that gladdens--What peace it does impart! 

Now nothing ever saddens The joy within my heart. 

No gloom shall ever shake, No foe shall ever take 

The hope which God's own Son In love for me has won.

Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true; 

My Lord will leave me never, Whate'er he passes through. 

He rends death's iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain. 

He shatters hell's dark thrall; I follow him through all.

He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold,

Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold:

"Who there my cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared;

Who there with me has died Shall here be glorified."

Sermon – John 20:1-8

     1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 
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     3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (NIV)

Crossroads: Traveling with our Savior

To and From the Tomb


1) See how people come to the tomb


2) See how people leave the empty tomb

Song of Praise – CW 265 – This is the Feast of Victory
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The congregations sings the refrain each time.

Choir

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Congregation: Refrain
Choir

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,

And honor, blessing, and glory are his.

Congregation: Refrain
Choir

Sing with all the people of God,

And join in the hymn of all creation.

Congregation: Refrain
Choir

Blessing, honor, glory, and might

Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

Congregation: Refrain
Friendship Register and Gathering of the Thank Offering 

A Note to our Guests: After the sermon the ushers will distribute the Friendship Registers. After signing the register, please leave it on the pew. Then the ushers will gather the "Thank-Offering." The members of this congregation show their thanks to God for all he has done for them by returning a portion of their income to the Lord. Through these free will offerings, this congregation and its ministries are maintained. You are our guests and need not feel obligated to contribute.

Choir Anthem – Ring the Bells

Ring the bells, for Christ is risen; celebrate the victory.

Freed from bonds of earthly prison, died and rose and set us free.

Alleluia, Christ is risen, ring the bells and shout the praise.

Christians, all, this joyful morning, endless Alleluias raise.

Ring the bells in jubilation, Christ has burst the pow’rs of hell,

By his death and resurrection, with him we forever dwell.

Alleluia, Christ is risen, ring the bells and shout the praise.

Christians, all, this joyful morning, endless Alleluias raise.

Alleluia, Christ is risen today!

By Douglas E. Wagner © MCMXCV Lorenz Publishing Co., Dayton, OH

The Prayer of the Church

Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

He was delivered over to death for our sins, and raised to life for our justification.

We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power which raised him from the dead.

We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world.

Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory over sin, death, and the grave.

You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.

With the church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan's head and have removed our guilt. Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because of your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us.

Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation.

Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in our risen lord.

We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life.

Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us and all believers in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.


Silent prayer

Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb.

Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia!

Lord, you have taught us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name,


thy kingdom come,


thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.




Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;


and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Hymn – CW 152 – I Know that My Redeemer Lives, st. 1,2,3,7,8

I know that my Redeemer lives;

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, he lives, who once was dead;

He lives, my ever-living Head!

Men & boys
He lives triumphant from the grave;

He lives eternally to save,

He lives all-glorious in the sky;

He lives exalted there on high.
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He lives to bless me with his love;

He lives to plead for me above.

He lives, my hungry soul to feed;

He lives to help in time of need.

Women & girls
He lives and grants me daily breath;

He lives, and I shall conquer death.

He lives my mansion to prepare;

He lives to bring my safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives, my Jesus, still the same.

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

"I know that my Redeemer lives!"

The Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise and thanks for your glorious resurrection from the dead and for the opportunity once again to hear this good news and rejoice in it. As through your death our sins were buried with you, but now through your resurrection sin and death are left behind, so may we now live our lives in the resurrection joy, continually putting off the old and striving to live a new and holy life which reflects glory to your name, until we also rise and reign with you in everlasting joy and happiness; in your name we pray, you, who live and reign with the Father and the Spirit as one God, now and forever.

(spoken) Amen.

The Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

(spoken) Amen.

Christian Worship (CW) 150 – Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, st. 1,2,4

Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia!

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!

See the place where he was laid; Alleluia!

Praise him for the ransom paid. Alleluia!

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!

Sinless in the sinners' stead. Alleluia!

"Christ is ris'n," today we cry; Alleluia!

Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

Christ, who once for sinners bled, Alleluia!

Now the first-born from the dead, Alleluia!

Throned in endless might and pow'r, Alleluia!

Lives and reigns forevermore. Alleluia!

(   (   (
Special Thanks to: our choir for their many, many hours of practice, the children (and their parents), the musicians, all who helped with our breakfast, all who placed flowers in the church, and you, for joining us today and adding joy to our celebration.
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The early Christians began worshiping on Sundays as a way of constantly commemorating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, the greatest event of the Christian faith. We invite and encourage you to continue their practice by worshiping with us next and every Sunday as we are regularly reminded of the forgiveness of sins and life after death through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Our weekly worship schedule at St. Matthew is:

Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. /  Monday - 7:00 p.m.

Education Hour for all ages each Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH

WE ARE A CHRIST PREACHING CHURCH! 

We believe and teach that Jesus Christ is God’s own Son, who came into this world to be the Savior of all people, that through his suffering, death and resurrection, we might have forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.

WE ARE A BIBLE BELIEVING CHURCH!

We believe and teach that every Word of the Bible is the true and inspired Word of God, the sole authority for Christian faith and life.

WE ARE A PEOPLE CARING CHURCH!

We want to share the message of God’s love and forgiveness in Christ Jesus with you and everyone. We serve God’s family of believers by offering regular worship opportunities each Sunday morning, Bible classes, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, a Pioneer youth program and fellowship activities for all ages.

WE BELIEVE AND TEACH

That the Bible is in every word and part the inspired Word of God, the Supreme authority;

That God is One divine Being in three Persons; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;

That God created heaven and earth and everything in it;

That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into our world to die on the cross to redeem all people from the curse of sin;

That all who believe in Jesus, by faith, are justified in the sight of God and made heirs of salvation;

That the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are means of Grace through which we receive the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation;

That on the last day all the dead will be raised and judged;

That Christ will return visibly to judge all people;

That all who do not believe in Christ will not be saved but will suffer in hell for eternity.

That all who believe in Jesus Christ will be saved and go to heaven;

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

St. Matthew Lutheran Church Is . . .

A Christ-centered Congregation

We proclaim Jesus Christ and:

(
the forgiveness of sins he won by his death on the cross;

(
his resurrection from the dead; and

(
the eternal life he gave us.

A Bible-believing Congregation

We believe that the Bible:

(
is the Word of God in all its parts;

(
shows us the way to eternal life; and

(
is the guide for our daily lives.

Please feel free to contact us. We are here to help.

284-3360

stmattpw@wels.net
pastorwildauer@wels.net
Notes from C/W:


"Uses a harmony of the gospels I found in someone else's bulletin years ago."





Copyrighted items are noted and may be used only in parishes that own the original source or proper license.
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