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Welcome!
Today we celebrate the Festival of the Reformation of the Church. What does that mean? It means that today we remember why we're called Lutherans. 
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The effect of the Lutheran Reformation of the Church on the history of the world can hardly be overstated. Quite simply, it caused one of the most profound sea-changes in history. In fact, when US News and World Report ranked the most important events of the last 1000 years, the Lutheran Reformation placed second, right behind Gutenberg's moveable type printing press. Now consider that for a minute ... That means that they considered the Lutheran Reformation to be of greater significance than the discovery of the New World (number 3 on the list). 

But why? And who was this Luther guy? He was a monk, a priest, a professor at a little university in Wittenberg, Germany. Why would a guy like that be listed at the third most influential person of the last 1000 years (1000 Years and 1000 People, Gottlieb and Bowers)? More important than Einstein, Edison, George Washington, etc.? 

Why? All for the reason that we call ourselves "Lutherans" and celebrate this Festival of the Lutheran Reformation. 

During the dark days of the Middle Ages, the truth of God's Word was hidden away in monasteries. The church of that day was not teaching that we are saved by Jesus' death and resurrection. Instead, people were told that they needed to try and earn their way to heaven-or worse, that they had to buy their way to heaven. The truth of God's word was rejected, and the traditions of men put in its place. 

Dr. Luther changed all that on October 31,1517, when he nailed 95 Statements for Debate on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. He said that the Bible should be our only source of teaching, not man made traditions. He showed that God saved us by grace alone, by faith alone. He returned the Bible into the hands of the people, and quite literally changed the world. 

Today, we are not here to celebrate a man. We're here to celebrate the grace of God who reformed his Church, and brought back the pure and simple teaching that had been lost: Jesus Christ died and rose for me, so I will be in heaven forever. Period. 

Our specific focus this afternoon is:

Not Because of Ourselves – God’s Gift of Grace
Pre-Service
Fugue in G Major

J. S. Bach
Prayer before Worship (sung by choir)
O Lord, look down from heav'n, behold

And let your pity waken.

How few are we within your fold,

Your saints by all forsaken;

True faith seems quenched on ev'ry hand;

Your Word is not allowed to stand.

Dark times have us o'ertaken.

Defend your truth, O God, and stay

This evil generation,

And from the error of its way

Keep your own congregation.

The wicked ev'rywhere abound

And would your little flock confound,

But you are our salvation!

(CW 205, st. 1,4)
Greeting

Opening Hymn – CW 621 – For Years on Years of Matchless Grace
Stanzas 1 and 5 sung by children’s choir.
Invocation and Responses (Incorporating Luther’s 95 Theses and Scripture)
M:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: 
Amen.

M:
When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.
Thesis 1

C:
Have mercy on me, O God, 



according to your unfailing love; 

According to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions.

Wash away all my iniquity 



and cleanse me from my sin.
Psalm 51:1-2

M:
Those who believe that they can be certain of their salva​tion because they have indulgence letters will be eternally condemned, together with their teachers.
Thesis 32

C:
All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written:



“Cursed is everyone who does not continue



to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”
Galatians 3:10

M:
Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters.
Thesis 36

C:
Praise the Lord, O my soul,



and forget not all his benefits—


who forgives all your sins



and heals all your diseases.


He does not treat us as our sins deserve,



or repay us according to his iniquities.


For as far as the east is from the west,



So far has he removed our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:2,3,10,12

M:
Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and the church.  This is given to him by God, even without indulgence letters.
Thesis 37

C:
A righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known,



to which the Law and the Prophets testify.


This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,



and are justified freely by his grace



through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.


God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.





Romans 3:21-25
M:
It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the one selling indulgences, or even the pope, were to offer his soul as security.
Thesis 52

C:
Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel



other than the one we preached to you,



let him be eternally condemned!
Galatians 1:8

M:
The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.




Thesis 62

C:
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,



we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,


through whom we have gained access by faith



into this grace in which we now stand.


And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
Romans 5:1-2

M:
Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their head, through penalties, death, and hell, and thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than through the false security of peace.
Theses 94 & 95

C:
Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,



so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.


And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,



after you have suffered a little while,


will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.



To him be the power forever and ever.  Amen.
1 Peter 4:13 & 5:10-11

Song of Praise (CW 262)
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Prayer of the Day

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

The Word
First Lesson 
Deuteronomy 7:6-9
The LORD God chose his people to be his own.

They did nothing God did it all.
6  For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 
7  The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8  But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9  Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. (NIV)
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Psalm of the Day – Psalm 34
The congregation sings the refrain each time.
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Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous

and his ears are attentive to their cry. 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them. 

Refrain 

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles. 

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

The LORD redeems his servants;
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned. 


Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
Epistle Lesson
Ephesians 2:1-13
Saved by grace, through faith. 
We have been brought near to God through the blood of Christ.

1  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2  in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 6  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7  in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9  not by works, so that no one can boast. 10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
11  Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)-- 12  remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. (NIV)
Verse of the Day (choir)
Alleluia! Not to us, Lord.

Not to us but to your name be the glory,

Because of your love and faithfulness.

Not to us, Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel
John 6:35-51
Jesus is the bread of life who comes down to us by God’s grace.
35  Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 36  But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38  For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." 

41  At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven." 42  They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?" 

43  "Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. 44  "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45  It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46  No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47  I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. 48  I am the bread of life. 49  Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50  But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."  (NIV)

This is the gospel of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Choir Anthem – Only By Grace (children’s choir)
It’s only by grace that I believe 
And only through faith that I receive 
From God above a gift of his love, 
So that I can be saved by grace.

Refrain:

Only by grace pure and free,

God’s Son has died for me.

Now heaven’s my home to be,

And it’s only by grace!

It’s only by grace I’m set apart

And only through faith within my heart,

I’ll follow your ways and sing you my praise

Out of thanks for your gift of grace!

Refrain

It’s only by grace that I’m forgiv’n

And only through faith will I see heav’n.

It’s where I will be for eternity

‘Cause I know I am saved by grace!

Refrain
I deserved death,

But Jesus took my place.

Now I have eternal life,

And it’s only by grace!

Hymn – CW 199 – In Trembling Hands, Lord God, We Hold

Sermon 

Saved By Grace!
Confession of Faith (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article III:9-11)
Regarding the righteousness of faith before God, we unanimously believe, teach, and confess on the basis of the general summary of our Christian faith and confession expressed above that poor sinful people are justified before God, that is, absolved—pronounced free of all sins and of the judgment of the damnation that they deserved and accepted as children and heirs of eternal life—without the least bit of our own “merit or worthiness,” apart from all preceding, present, or subsequent works. We are justified on the basis of sheer grace, because of the sole merit, the entire obedience, and the bitter suffering, death, and the resurrection of our Lord Christ alone, whose obedience is reckoned to us as righteousness.

The Holy Spirit conveys these benefits to us in the promise of the holy gospel. Faith is the only means through which we lay hold of them, accept them, apply them to ourselves, and appropriate them. Faith itself is a gift of God, through which we acknowledge Christ our redeemer in the Word of the gospel and trust in him. Only because of his obedience does God the Father forgive our sins by grace, regard us as upright and righteous, and give us eternal salvation.

Gathering of the Thank Offering 

Offering designated for WELS Christian Aid and Relief
Offertory
By Grace, I’m Saved

Paul Manz
Prayer of the Church

O God, through Jesus’ sacrifice you have restored us as your forgiven children. In his name we pray:

Our Father in heaven,

Help us to know you through your inspired Word and to live according to it as children in your family.

Hallowed be your name.

Give us your Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts as your faithful people, and use us to extend your kingdom of grace to others.

Your kingdom come.

Make us zealous to live according to your will as the angels in heaven do, so that the devil, the world and our sinful nature might not distract us from the path to glory.

Your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Merciful Lord, since you are the provider of all things necessary for our bodies; fill us with trust, contentment and thankfulness.

Give us today our daily bread.

Continue to blot out our iniquities, and help us gladly to forgive and do good to those who wrong us.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

We know the devil seeks to destroy our souls and the world lures us to ruin by appealing to the desires of our flesh. Grant us strength to resist all temptations and the trap of unrepented sin.

Lead us not into temptation.

Keep our bodies and souls safe, and above all send the Holy Spirit to preserve our faith in Christ which leads to life everlasting where we will be delivered from all evil forever.

But deliver us from evil.

Here us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
For all these petitions we look to you as King of Kings and Lord of lords. You alone hold the power to grant our requests and we worship you from whom all blessings flow.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Relying on Jesus, who cancelled our sins and made us acceptable in your sight, we pray with confidence:

Amen. It shall be so.

Hymn – CW 384 – By Grace, I’m Saved

Prayer

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The grace of our Lord Jesus + Christ 

and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

Closing Hymn – CW 390 – Salvation unto us Has Come, st. 1,6

Salvation unto us has come

By God's free grace and favor.

Good works cannot avert our doom;

They help and save us never.

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,

Who did for all the world atone;

He is the one Redeemer.

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise

To Father, Son, and Spirit,

The God who saved us by his grace--

All glory to his merit!

O Triune God in heav'n above,

You have revealed your saving love;

Your blessed name be hallowed!

Postlude
Salvation unto Us Has Come


J. S. Bach

(     (     (
Service Notes

205 – O Lord, Look Down from Heaven

This heartfelt prayer from the time of Luther has a fascinating history. 

In 1524, a poor blind man sang this hymn [O Lord, Look Down from Heaven (CW 205)] in the streets of the city of Lubeck. The town council, who favored the papal cause, banned him from the city. On the following Sunday, Dec. 5, the second Sunday in Advent, a chaplain in St. James church by the name of Hillebrand was scheduled to preach in the early service. When, at the close of the service, he began to pray as was the custom for the dead, two young boys began to sing “O Lord, Look Down from Heaven,” and the congregation, in a spirit of devotion, joined in singing the whole psalm, right to the end, just as they had learned it in school. This was the first time a psalm was sung in German in a Lubeck church. As a result, the whole city was won for the evangelical cause. After that, whenever a monk or a priest mounted the pulpit and proclaimed anything contrary to the gospel, Luther’s adherents would start to sing this hymn and they would continue until the offending preacher left the pulpit! (From “The Psalms: A Devotional Commentary” by Carl Manthey Zorn, NPH 2005, p. 37,38.)

621 – For Years on Years of Matchless Grace

This was written by Pastor Werner Franzmann who served for a while as editor of Northwestern Publishing House and initiated the devotional booklet Meditations. The tune was written by Professor James Engel of Dr. Martin Luther College, who also taught for awhile at Fox Valley Lutheran High School. This tune is named after the Fox River Valley, Appleton, WI.
262 – All Glory Be to God Alone

This is a metrical version of the “Gloria in excelsis Deo” and was used at the time of Luther. Notice how our praise is offered in response to God’s saving grace.

Psalm 34

The choir chant part for this and other Psalms can be found at http://worship.welsrc.net – Archived Resources / Music.

Verse

By Sonja Hummel © 1999 WELS. This was commissioned for the 150th Anniversary celebration of the WELS.

Choir Anthem – Only By Grace 

© 2007 Karen Maio. Used by permission. Published 2009 Northwestern Publishing House.

199 – In Trembling Hands, Lord God, We Hold

The text was written by Pastor Werner Franzmann, the tune by Professor Albrecht of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary who both realized what a wonderful gift we have in God’s Word and how important it is to hold on to and to share that gift.

Confession of Faith

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article III:9-11. Kolb, R., Wengert, T. J., & Arand, C. P. (2000). The Book of Concord: the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (pp. 563–564). Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press.
Prayer of the Church

In his German Service, Martin Luther suggested that the congregation use a paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer as a way of learning the true meaning of the prayer.
384 – By Grace I’m Saved

This classic Lutheran hymn doesn’t just talk about grace, it describes for us what grace really is – what Jesus did in order to save us and encourages to us find our joy and peace in him.

390 – Salvation Unto Us Has Come

This sermon in song has often been called the true confessional hymn of the Reformation. Martin Luther once shed tears of joy when he heard it sung by a street-singer outside his window in Wittenberg. 
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Note lack of pointing since choir sings from Reformation Psalter (free download at WELS Worship site.
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