A SERVICE OF THE SEVEN WORDS


Worshipers gather in silence to meditate and pray.
BELL TOLL

HYMN


Upon the Cross Extended
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Setting by Ralph C. Schultz

The choir sings stanza 3.

LESSON 

Isaiah 53
PRAYER
P:
Let us pray.

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to 
be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us 



always faithful to him, our only Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

ANTHEM

Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs





Karl Graun


Surely he hath borne our griefs 

   and carried our sorrows.

First Word

Luke 23:34

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

HYMN


God Was There on Calvary
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Second Word
Luke 23:43

“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

ANTHEM

Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended?




Setting by Gerhard Krapf

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended
That man to judge thee hath in hate pretended?

By foes derided, by thine own rejected,

O most afflicted.

Who was the guilty, who brought this upon thee?

Alas, my treason, Jesus hath undone thee.

‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;

I crucified thee,

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered,

The slaved had sinned, and the Son hath suffered;

For man’s atonement, while he nothing heeded,

God interceded.

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,

Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation;

Thy death of anguish and thy bitter Passion

For my salvation.

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,

I do adore thee and will ever pray thee

Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,

Not my deserving.

Third Word

John 19:26
“Woman, here is your son.”  “Here is your mother.”

Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

HYMN


Oh, Perfect Life of Love
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Fourth Word
Matthew 27:46
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

HYMN


My Song Is Love Unknown





Christian Worship 110




Setting by David Cherwien

The choir sings stanzas 3, 4, and 6.
Fifth Word

John 19:28

“I am thirsty.”
Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

Sixth Word

John 19:30

“It is finished.”
Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

HYMN


Lord Jesus, You Are Going Forth




Christian Worship 126


The men of the choir sing stanzas 2 & 4.
Seventh Word
Luke 23:46

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”

Silence for meditation.

A candle is extinguished.

ANTHEM

Lamb of God





Setting by Jeffrey Van
O Christ, thou Lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, thou Lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, thou Lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace.

Offering

xxx




xxx
BIDDING PRAYER
A:
Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father would defend her from the devil and keep her faithful to the Lord.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving name to the world through Jesus 


Christ our Lord. Protect us from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain faithful to your Word so that in every adversity we may stand firm in our faith and give ourselves fully to our Savior’s work, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.
A:
Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all people of God.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the good of your people. Preserve us from 
divisive spirits and false teachers. Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ joyfully in word 



and deed so that all who hear them may come to know their Savior better and be strengthened for 



their lives of service, through Christ our Lord.
C: 
Amen.
A:
Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word, that they remain firm in the simple faith 



of Baptism.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your own dear children by the washing of rebirth and 



renewal in the Holy Spirit. Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in Baptism, that each day 



they may die to sin and rise again to live new and holy lives, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.
A:
Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who are in authority.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly government to keep a measure of order 



in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all rulers the wisdom to govern 
well and to all citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live peaceful lives in all godliness 



and holiness, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our communities from the many earthly 



calamities that threaten us.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from wars and famine, 



from disease and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of our lives. Protect us from 



all these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them and so that we may safely pass 



through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.
A:
Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may come to know the one true God and 



Jesus Christ whom he has sent.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on the cross so that he might draw all people 



to himself. Through the proclamation of your Word, mercifully gather from the nations a people that 
are your very own, that we may join together around your throne in glory to praise and thank you 



forever, through Christ our Lord.
C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without grieving you, whose name we bear. We 



ask that you would change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate us without reason. 



Give them repentance and faith so that they may be glad with us and find joy in your love, through 



Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial.

P:
Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our griefs and to carry our 



sorrows. Help those who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling against 



temptation, that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find relief in your grace, through 



Christ our Lord.
C: 
Amen.

A:
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask in the words he himself has taught us.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.
Anthem

Be Thou My Consolation





Setting by Johann Sebastian Bach
Be thou my consolation, my Shield when I must die;

Remind me of Thy Passion when my last hour draws nigh.

Mine eyes will then behold thee, upon thy cross shall dwell;

My heart will then enfold thee.  Who dieth thus, dies well.  
A single lighted candle is returned to the altar.
Worshipers may remain for meditation and prayer and disperse as they desire.
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Notes from C/W:


The Bidding Prayer is from CWOS (© 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.) – but without the "silent prayer" option. A note in CWOS states:


The Bidding Prayer is an ancient element of the service.  An assistant may speak each invitation to pray (“bid”) from a lectern or reading desk, or, if serving alone, the minister speaks the bid first, then the prayer. If an assistant speaks the bid, the minister prays the prayer standing apart from the assistant or from another lectern or reading desk.
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