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Good Friday: Service of Darkness

Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church

Friday, April 6, 2007

Belmont, California

7:00 p.m.

Tonight’s Worship: Tenebrae

Tonight the church remembers the crucifixion of our Lord.  Our remembrance, while solemn, is not a message of gloom, but the awe-filled adoration of the Son of God as he offers up his life as the Lamb of God.  Good Friday is part of the larger celebration of the mystery of salvation begun yesterday (Maundy Thursday) and culminating at the Great Vigil of Easter tomorrow evening (Holy Saturday).  Worship on Good Friday is not a funeral service for Jesus, but an austere time of reflection, intercession, adoration of the Lamb of God, and quiet meditation.  We gather to celebrate the sacrifice of the cross.

The word tenebrae (TEN-e-bray) means “darkness.”  The service we use tonight originated in medieval monasticism as part of the monks’ daily office (i.e. prayer services) and was used during Holy Week.  The order of worship centers on a series of Psalms and other Scripture lessons that focus on our Lord's crucifixion, and repentance over the sin that necessitated it.  In the chancel burns a seven-fold candelabra in the shape of a cross.  The candles will be extinguished as the service progresses, darkening the chancel area.  After the last psalm, Psalm 51, the final candle of the candelabra is removed from the chancel leaving the church in tenebrae for silent prayer.  The service is closed by a loud sound, called the strepitus, which has been interpreted by worshippers in a number of ways throughout church history.  Some see the strepitus as a symbol to remind us of the stone that was rolled in front of Jesus’ tomb to seal it shut; others see it as a statement of the cataclysmic nature of Christ’s sacrifice; still others view it as foreshadowing the rending of Christ’s tomb at his resurrection on Easter morning.  The final candle, which is still burning, is returned to its place at the end of the service.

The mood of the service is most solemn, encouraging the worshipers to reflect deeply upon their own life in the light of the Passion of our Lord.  No closing blessing is pronounced and the congregation disperses into the night, leaving the darkened church in silence, yet remembering the Light which lingers and casts hope through the gloom of Good Friday.

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRE-SERVICE SILENT MEDITATION

In recognition of the solemn nature of tonight’s service, please observe silence prior to the service.  Thank you.

BELL TOLL

Good Friday Gospel

GOSPEL
John 19:17-30

Please stand for the Gospel and be seated afterwards.

Psalms for the Passion

The psalms chosen for tonight’s service contain prophecies about the Savior’s passion.  In keeping with the somber nature of the service, the psalms are spoken, not sung.

PSALM 2

Refrain

M:
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.


(Turn the page quietly)

Psalm

M:
Why do the nations conspire 

C:
And the peoples plot in vain?

M:
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 

C:
Against the Lord and against his Anointed One. 

M:
“Let us break their chains,” they say, 

C:
“And throw off their fetters.” 

M:
The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

C:
The Lord scoffs at them. 

M:
Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

C:
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
M:
I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: 

C:
He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father. 
M:
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, 

C:
The ends of the earth your possession. 

M:
You will rule them with an iron scepter; 

C:
You will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

M:
Therefore, you kings, be wise; 

C:
Be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

M:
Serve the Lord with fear

C:
And rejoice with trembling. 

M:
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

C:
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Refrain

M:
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.
The first candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation.

PSALM 22:1-21

Refrain

M:
They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.

Psalm

M:
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

C:
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
M:
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 

C:
By night, and am not silent. 

M:
Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; 

C:
You are the praise of Israel. 

M:
In you our fathers put their trust; 

C:
They trusted and you delivered them. 

M:
They cried to you and were saved;

C:
In you they trusted and were not disappointed. 

M:
But I am a worm and not a man, 

C:
Scorned by men and despised by the people. 

M:
All who see me mock me; 

C:
They hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

M:
“He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him.

C:
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
M:
Yet you brought me out of the womb; 

C:
You made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast. 

M:
From birth I was cast upon you; 

C:
From my mother’s womb you have been my God. 

M:
Do not be far from me, 

C:
For trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

M:
Many bulls surround me; 

C:
Strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 

M:
Roaring lions tearing their prey 

C:
Open their mouths wide against me. 

M:
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 

C:
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 
M:
My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; 

C:
You lay me in the dust of death. 

(Turn the page quietly)
M:
Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, 

C:
They have pierced my hands and my feet. 

M:
I can count all my bones; 

C:
People stare and gloat over me. 

M:
They divide my garments among them 

C:
And cast lots for my clothing.
M:
But you, O Lord, be not far off; 

C:
O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 
M:
Deliver my life from the sword, 

C:
My precious life from the power of the dogs. 

M:
Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; 

C:
Save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 

Refrain

M:
They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.

The second candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation.

Psalm 27

Refrain

M:
False witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 

Psalm

M:
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 

C:
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? 

M:
When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, 

C:
When my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 

M:
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; 

C:
Though war break out against me, even then will I be confident. 

M:
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: 

C:
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 

M:
For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 

C:
He will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. 

M:
Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; 

C:
At his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

M:
Hear my voice when I call, O Lord;
C:
Be merciful to me and answer me.

M:
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 

C:
Your face, Lord, I will seek.

M:
Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. 

C:
Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior. 

M:
Though my father and mother forsake me, 

C:
The Lord will receive me. 

M:
Teach me your way, O Lord; 

C:
Lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 

M:
Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 

C:
For false witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 

M:
I am still confident of this:

C:
I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

M:
Wait for the Lord; 

C:
Be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. 

Refrain

M:
False witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence.

The third candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation.

(Turn the page quietly)
The Word

CANTICLE
Isaiah 55:6-11

Seek the Lord while he may be found;



call upon him while he is near.

Let the wicked forsake his way



and the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him,


and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,


neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth,


so are my ways higher than your ways


and my thoughts than your thoughts.

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven


and do not return to it without watering the earth

and making it bud and flourish,


so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,

so is my word that goes out from my mouth:


It will not return to me empty;

but will accomplish what I desire


and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

The fourth candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle


Christian Worship #122

Please stand as the hymn is introduced and be seated at its conclusion.

In the following three readings from the Old Testament book of Lamentations, the prophet Jeremiah laments the destruction of Jerusalem that God allowed to take place as a punishment for the sins of the people of Judah.  In the same way, we lament the suffering and death that our Savior Jesus endured in our place in order to pay the punishment that our sins rightly deserved.

At the conclusion of each reading, the minister says, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!”  The congregation responds to each reading by singing a stanza of the hymn, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” (CW #268).

LESSON
Lamentations 1:1-5

After the reading the congregation sings:
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(Turn the page quietly)
LESSON
Lamentations 1:6-9

After the reading the congregation sings:

Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,

Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.

All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:

Have mercy on us, O Jesus.
LESSON
Lamentations 1:10-14

After the reading the congregation sings:

Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,

Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.

All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:

Your peace be with us, O Jesus.
SERMON
Based on Mark 15:17-21

The Lenten sermon series theme this year has been “The Hidden Glory of the Cross.”

Tonight’s sermon is the last in a series of sermons that were preached during the Wednesday evening services held this Lenten season.

Sermon Theme:

Hidden in the Savior’s Stumbling

1. As Jesus stumbles to the cross, he does the last thing we expect him to do

2. As Jesus stumbles to the cross, we do the same thing we have always done

Pastor Johnold J. Strey

After the sermon, please stand.

SONG OF MARY
Luke 1:46-55

The Song of Mary is the traditional canticle used at Evening Prayer.

The cantor will sing verses 1 and 3.  The congregation will sing verses 2 and 4.
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my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
2 He has mercy on those who fear him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones
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The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy 1s  his name.

he has scattered the proud in their con - ceit.
and the rich he has sent away emp - ty.
and to his children forever. A - men




Please be seated.  The fifth candle is extinguished.

(Turn the page quietly)
VERSE OF THE DAY
Philippians 2:8-9

Christ became obedient for us unto death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has exalted him to the highest place and given him the name that is above every name.

Prayer

LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.

PSALM 51

The minister kneels and confesses sin on behalf of the congregation, speaking the words of Psalm 51.

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.


For I know my transgressions, and my sin always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.

Then will I teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jerusalem. Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.

The sixth candle is extinguished.

The last candle, still burning, is removed from the cross and carried out of the chancel.  The lights in the church are completely darkened.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.


God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross.  Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

(Turn the page quietly)
Silence for meditation.  A loud noise is sounded to break the silence.

The last candle is returned to its place as the anthem is sung.

ANTHEM
Lord, Let At Last Thine Angels Come


Lord, let at last your angels come


To Abram’s bosom bear me home


That I may die unfearing.


And in its narrow chamber keep,


My body safe in peaceful sleep


Until your reappearing.


And then from death awaken me,

That my own eyes with joy may see


O Son of God, your glorious face,


My Savior and my Fount of grace.


Lord Jesus Christ,


My prayer attend, my prayer attend,


And I will praise you without end.

At the conclusion of the anthem, the congregation leaves the church in silence.  Please do not converse with one another inside or outside the church.  There will not be a formal dismissal by the ushers.  You may remain for silent prayer and meditation if you desire.  May the Lord bless your meditation.

The offering is not formally gathered during the Good Friday services.  Offerings may be left in the offering plates in the back of the church as you leave.  Thank you.

Join Us as We Begin the

Celebration of the

Resurrection of Our Lord!

Holy Saturday

Easter Vigil

Saturday, April 7, 2007

7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday

Festival Service

Sunday, April 8, 2007

10:00 a.m.

Easter breakfast will be served in the fellowship hall from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m.
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Notes from C/W:


This example is basically CWOS (© 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.). 





It is included as a model of good formatting. Note use of larger font at end when lighting is dim.





“…the psalms are spoken, not sung.” Another option: spoken responsively, but cantor or soloist sings the “refrain” (called antiphon in CWOS). See accompaniment edition for music.





This text box may be removed if using this worship folder as a starting point for local editing. 
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