PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY
P
Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God, pictured in the ancient Passover feast, now giving to us your own body and your own blood in Holy Communion. Just as the Passover lambs assured the Israelites of God’s promise to deliver them from death, 
C
Strengthen our belief that the bread is your real body and the wine is your real blood, given to us for our forgiveness, life, and salvation.
P
Prepare us to receive this sacrament remembering your death and repenting of our sins.
C
Unite us by our oneness of faith throughout this congregation and our synod, and love us to the end that we may love others as you have loved us.
P
We rejoice in our fellow believers who have been instructed in your Word and confirmed in the Lutheran faith, who are now ready to receive Holy Communion. 
C
Equip them with every spiritual blessing for doing your will.
P
We pray for those absent from the sacrament because of their own neglect. 
C
Call them in your mercy to return and renew their faith.
P
Keep in your care those unable to receive the sacrament often because they are homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned, serving in the military, or otherwise separated from the fellowship of believers. Encourage them so that they do not lose hope.
C
Be gracious to us all and nourish us with this feast, that we remain faithful unto death, and become partakers of the wedding feast of the Lamb. Amen.
[Daron Lindemann, Grace, Milwaukee 2009]

