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Tonight’s Worship
As with Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday marks a unique place in the church calendar.  Just as Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, so Maundy Thursday marks the end of Lenten preparation and the beginning of the three holy days of Christendom, called the Triduum (Latin for “three days,” referring to Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday).

Tonight’s service is normally the first of three services celebrating these three special days.  This year, our Holy Week celebration is focused into one service, held this evening.  Due to the Seminary Chorus concert at our church tomorrow evening, tonight’s worship will emphasize the traditional emphases of both Maundy Thursday (the institution of Holy Communion) and Good Friday (the sacrificial death of Jesus as payment for the sins of the world).  We will not hold an Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday this year, because that service naturally flows out of the Good Friday service, which would normally be conducted tomorrow evening.  This year’s Easter celebration will be focused exclusively in our Easter Sunday festival service.
To underscore the end of Lenten preparation, tonight’s service begins with the “Instruction for the End of Lent” and the confession of sins that follows.  The services progresses in its usual form through the Lessons, sermon, and celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  The reception of Holy Communion is especially appropriate this evening, as we remember the night our Lord instituted this Sacrament.  At the conclusion of the service, the cross is carried out in solemn procession to commemorate the events of Good Friday.  The congregation disperses quietly into the night remembering our Lord’s sacrifice for them and their salvation.
Holy Communion
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in tonight’s service.  We believe that God comes to us with forgiveness in very tangible means as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Because the Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the Lord’s Supper, and that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is a public statement of our complete oneness of faith, we invite to Holy Communion members of this congregation and guests who are members of sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).  If you are a guest who is not from a church of our fellowship and you would like to commune with us in the future, please speak to our pastor and he would be happy to explain what that entails.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them.  We look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you.  For more information about our communion practice, please refer to the pamphlet titled “Attending the Lord’s Supper” that is available in the back of the church.
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Worshippers are encouraged to prepare for tonight’s service and for the Sacrament by reading the “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” on page 156 in the front of Christian Worship.  Personal prayers for before and after Communion may also be found on the top of page 11 in Christian Worship.
PRELUDE

BELL PEAL
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

CW #105, stanzas 1-4,7
Please stand as the hymn is introduced by the organist and stand to face the processional cross in the back of the church.  Turn to the front of the church as the cross is carried past your pew and brought into the chancel, where it stands as a symbol of the focus of our worship and preaching.
INVOCATION

M:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.
INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT
M:
In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior.

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M:
Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
C: 
Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.

I am truly sorry for my sins.

I repent of them.

I beg for your mercy, O Lord.
Silence for meditation.
M:
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
C:
Cleanse me from my sins.

Release me from my guilt.

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.
M:
The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all.  For his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.
C:
Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:
Let us pray.


God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross.  Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C:
Amen.

Be seated.
FIRST LESSON
Exodus 12:1-14
The Passover meal, a predecessor of the Lord’s

Supper and a preview of our Savior’s passion

PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 22:1-21
The minister sings the antiphon (refrain) once and the congregation repeats the antiphon.

The minister sings the psalm verses.  The congregation sings the antiphon after each group of verses.
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             They di  -  vide my gar-ments  a-mong them,  and cast lots for   my      cloth  -  ing.
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?  My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.   Antiphon

 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.  In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.  They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed.   Antiphon
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people.  All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: “He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him.  Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”   Antiphon
Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast.  From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God.  Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.   Antiphon
Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me.   Antiphon
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.   Antiphon
Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.  They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.   Antiphon
But you, O Lord, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me.  Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.  Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.   Antiphon
Refrain from Christian Worship: Occasional Services.  Copyright © 2004 Northwestern Publishing House.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net#A-706345.
SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
The institution and proper use of the Lord’s Supper
VERSE OF THE DAY
Philippians 2:8-9
Christ became obedient for us unto death, even death on a cross.

Therefore God has exalted him to the highest place

and given him the name that is above every name.
Please stand.
GOSPEL
John 19:17-30


The crucifixion and death of Jesus 
Be seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY
A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 


Christian Worship #100
SERMON
Based on Mark 15:39

Lent Sermon Series:
Theme for this sermon:

Christ Calls to Calvary
Christ Calls the Confessing to Calvary
After the sermon, please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH
Luther’s Explanation to the  Second Article of

the Apostles’ Creed from the Small Catechism


I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.  He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.  All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.  This is most certainly true.
Be seated.
OFFERING
The ushers will distribute a blue attendance register to each pew before distributing the offering plates.  Please sign the attendance register as the offerings of Gloria Dei’s members are gathered.
Please stand.
THE GREAT LITANY
This historic seven-part prayer has traditionally been used in worship on Maundy Thursday.
Prayer of Approach to God

M:
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,

C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,

C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
O God the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide,
C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God,
C:
Have mercy on us.
Prayers for Deliverance
M:
Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses nor the offenses of our forebears. Spare us, good Lord; spare your people whom you have redeemed with your precious blood.

C:
Spare us, good Lord.

M:
From all spiritual blindness; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all lack of charity:
C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
From all deadly sin and from the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil:
C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism, from hardness of heart and contempt for your Word and your will:

C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
From earthquake and tempest; from drought, fire, and flood; from civil strife and violence; from war and murder; and from dying suddenly and unprepared:

C:
Good Lord, deliver us.
Prayer Recalling Christ’s Saving Work
M:
By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your baptism, fasting, and temptation; and by your proclamation of the kingdom:

C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
By your bloody sweat and bitter grief, by your cross and suffering, and by your precious death and burial:

C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
By your mighty resurrection, by your glorious ascension, and by the coming of the Holy Spirit:

C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
In our times of trouble, in our times of prosperity, in the hour of death, and on the day of judgment:
C:
Good Lord, deliver us.

M:
Receive our prayers, O Lord our God.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.
Prayer for the Church
M:
Govern and direct your holy Church, fill it with love and truth, and grant it that unity which is according to your will.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Enlighten all ministers with true knowledge and understanding of your Word, that by their preaching and living they may declare it clearly and show its truth.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Encourage and prosper your servants who spread the gospel in all the world, and send out laborers into the harvest.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Bless and keep your people, that all may find and follow their true vocation and ministry.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Give us hearts to love and reverence you, that we may diligently live according to your commandments.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
To all your people, give grace to hear and receive your Word and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Strengthen those who stand firm in the faith, encourage the fainthearted, raise up those who fall, and finally give us the victory.
C:
Hear us, good Lord.
Please turn the page quietly.
Prayer for Our Country
M:
Rule the hearts of your servants, the president of the United States, and all others in authority, that they may do justice, love mercy, and walk in the ways of truth.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Bless and defend all who strive for our safety and protection, and shield them in all dangers and adversities.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Grant wisdom and insight to those who govern us and to judges and magistrates the grace to execute justice with mercy.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.
Prayer for All People
M:
To all nations grant unity, peace, and concord, and to all people give clothing, food, and shelter.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Grant us abundant harvests, strength and skill to conserve the resources of the earth, and wisdom to use them well.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Enlighten with your Spirit all who teach and all who learn.
C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Come to the help of all who are in danger, necessity, and trouble; protect all who travel by land, air, or water; and show your pity on all prisoners and captives.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Strengthen and preserve all women who are in childbirth and all young children, and comfort the aged, the bereaved, and the lonely.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Defend and provide for the widowed and the orphaned, the refugees and the homeless, the unemployed, and all who are desolate and oppressed.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Heal those who are sick in body or mind, and give skill and compassion to all who care for them.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.

M:
Grant us true repentance, forgive our sins, and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your Holy Word.

C:
Hear us, good Lord.
Concluding Prayers
M:
Son of God, we ask you to hear us.
C:
Son of God, we ask you to hear us.

M:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

C:
Grant us peace.

M:
Lord, have mercy on us.

C:
Christ, have mercy on us.

M:
Lord, have mercy on us.

LORD’S PRAYER
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.
	The Holy Communion portion of the service is taken from pages 21-24 of the “Common Service” in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  The remainder of the service is printed in the bulletin, beginning on the next page.  If you are unfamiliar with the music of this portion of the service, you may choose to follow the service on pages 21-24 of the hymnal.


PREFACE
M:
(♫)
The Lord be with you.
C:
(♫)
And also with you.
M:
(♫)
Lift up your hearts.
C:
(♫)
We lift them up unto the Lord.
M:
(♫)
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
C:
(♫)
It is good and right so to do.
M:
(♫)
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ~  Sanctus
C:
(♫)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:



Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.


Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.


Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.


Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.
PEACE OF THE LORD
M:
(♫)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
(♫)
Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  ~  Agnus Dei
C:
(♫)
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.


O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.


O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  Amen.
Be seated.
DISTRIBUTION
Please come forward to receive the body and blood of Christ at the direction of the ushers.  The minister will place the host in the palm of your hand.  You may partake of the cup with an individual cup or with the chalice.  Those who choose to drink from the chalice should assist the minister by guiding the cup to your lips with your hand(s) when the chalice is offered to you.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord


Christian Worship #135
After the distribution is complete, please stand at the presiding minister’s direction.
SONG OF SIMEON

Nunc Dimittis
C:
(♫)
Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word.



For my eyes have seen your salvation,



which you have prepared before the face of all people.



A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.
M:
(♫)
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:
(♫)
And his mercy endures forever.
M:
(♫)
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share in our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
(♫)
Amen.
Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN
Rest, O Christ, from All Your Labors


This hymn will be included in Christian Worship: Supplement
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With his victory accomplished on the cross and credited to us in Holy Baptism, Christians bid
peaceful rest to their Savior as they anticipate their celebration of his glorious resurrection on

Easter dawn.

Text:
Tune:

Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007 © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN (87 87 D) Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850
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After the hymn, please stand.

RECESSION OF THE CROSS

Please stand and face the cross in the front of the church.  The lights in the church are darkened.

The cross is carried toward the back of the church between the following spoken responses.

Turn toward the back of the church as the cross is carried past your pew.
M:
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.
C:
By his holy cross he has redeemed the world.
 

M:
Remember his words,

C:
For they are our light.
M:
Remember his works,

C:
For they are our life.
 

M:
Remember his grace,

C:
For it is ours to receive.
M:
Remember his glory,

C:
For it is the brilliance of God.
M:
Remember his pain,

C:
For it was not deserved.
M:
Remember his sorrow,

C:
For it was for our hardness of heart.
 

M:
Remember his life,

C:
For it was perfect before God.
M:
Remember his death,

C:
For it was ours.
 

M:
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

C:
By his holy cross he has redeemed the world.
BLESSING

M:
May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil.


May Christ drive far from us all hurtful things, and purify both our souls and bodies.


May Christ bind us to himself by the bond of love, and may his peace abound in our hearts.
C:
Amen.
The cross is carried out of the church building.  The congregation leaves the darkened church in silence.

Please do not converse with one another inside or outside the church.
The Instruction for the End of Lent, the Confession of Sins, and the setting of Psalm 22 are taken from Christian Worship: Occasional Services, copyright © 2004 Northwestern Publishing House.  The Great Litany is taken from Christian Worship: Altar Book, copyright © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House.
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