The Holy Night

An original text for Maundy Thursday by Daniel Witte, to Londonderry Air:  click here for a melody:
http://www.contemplator.com/ireland/derryair.html
The holy night of Jesus Christ's betrayal

Began with bitter herbs, unleavened bread,

Roast lamb, grape wine— the Passover portrayal

Of Israel's firstborn rescued from the dead.

Then Jesus altered ancient holy ritual,

Confounding still all holy scholarship.

God's holy grace was tangible and visual

As earth and heaven met in holy fellowship.

Christ took the bread, gave holy thanks to heaven

And handed friends his holy mystery:

"This is my body, which for you is given.

Receive this often, and remember me."

He took the holy cup, the cup of blessing,

Gave thanks and shared his holy testament:

"This is my blood, poured out for your transgressing"—

A holy union, sacred gift, a sacrament.

What holy wonder must have filled their thinking,

What holy silence after all he said!

His holy blood, the wine which they were drinking?

His holy body, hidden in the bread?

Let us believe and bow before the union

Christ makes between himself and bread and wine,

Between each sinner and our Lord, communion

Between us all— each bond so holy, so divine.

A simple piano/vocal arrangement – but with a different text – is available for free download at SibeliusMusic.com:

http://www.sibeliusmusic.com/cgi-bin/show_score.pl?scoreid=106401
Note that you need the Scorch plug-in to view and print this music.

You’ll need to write in the Maundy Thursday text.

While you may download the music for free, a note at the end of the score requests an email contact if you use the music in public performance. There might be a fee.

An advantage of obtaining the accompaniment from this site is the ability to transpose to a key best suited to a soloist. The transposition ability is part of the site’s functionality.

The range of the song is quite wide; in D major, from B below middle C to high F#. Some singers will prefer that it be lowered to C major. 

Singers who don’t know the tune (and who don’t play piano) may use the SibeliusMusic link for rehearsal. One can even modify the tempo!

Consider smoothing out some of the gushy “love song” interpretation in the arrangement above (especially for Maundy Thursday) – for example: less dramatic ritards and crescendo/decrescendo; more normal chord for first half note in second last measure.

Some other arrangements at SibeliusMusic might also work. Other arrangements can be found in published collections of folk tunes; ask a pianist from your parish.

Another source is www.free-scores.com. Arrangements may need to be transposed down to work for most singers. (Most electronic keyboards will do this.)

MIDI files are easily found online.

Worship folder note:

Some might be surprised that the tune for “Danny Boy” is suggested for worship. The reason is that the tune existed as “Londonderry Air” long before its association with “Danny Boy.” A good history is available on Wikipedia. (Another example of an historic Irish folk tune used for a hymn is Christian Worship Supplement #775, “For Builders Bold”; see the comments in the accompaniment edition.) Here is a possible worship folder note.

While the tune for this song is familiar to many with the text “Danny Boy,” the tune is older by a century or more. It has been used as a hymn tune with various texts. The text heard in worship tonight is by a WELS pastor from Florida, Daniel Witte.

