In response to someone who had questions about text underlay, Dan Witte provides the following page as well as some comments on the text.

To the way syllables should match music in "The Holy Night":

Attached [below] is a down-and-dirty scan of a DOS-based music notation file of the hymn, as I've used it with congregations in Illinois and Florida in the past. I haven't keyed it into Finale Allegro, the music notation program I now use. The scan should show you syllable divisions, I hope, though the music notation lacks some slurs and may not be the best in other ways.

There was also a question about the emphasis achieved by repeating the word “holy.” (Most worshipers or parishes could benefit from a stronger dose of "reverent awe" in worship.   Pastor Witte writes:

The intent of the repetition of "holy" is to teach and to evoke. This is poetry.

Is it okay to call the disciples' wonder/silence "holy," or to call the scholarship of theologians "holy"?

1) To the pure, all things are pure (Titus 1:15). The disciples were clean, except for one of them (John 13:10).

2) Think of the way we use "holy" in phrases like "holy matrimony" or "holy wedlock." Those terms are more archaic sounding than "wedding" or "marriage," but convey something more, too.

The contrast idea I was trying to get at in the hymn may be seen in Ezekiel 44:23, where God's people need to see the difference between holy and common (NIV) / profane (NASB/KJV).

3) Some specific examples of God calling things holy that we might not call holy:

Note how the sinful Jews in Ezra 9:2 are the "holy race," literally, the "holy seed."

All of the following verses call Jerusalem, full of sinners, "the holy city": Neh. 11:1, 18; Isa. 48:2; 52:1; Matt. 4:5; 27:53. (Though note that God was disgusted with the Jews' use of the term in Isa. 48:2.)

Similarly, in Zechariah 2:12 Judah is "the holy land." The mountain of transfiguration in 2 Peter 1:18 is "the holy mountain."

Let solemn awe possess us. (Luther in CW #574:3)
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