
 

 

  
In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said,  

“Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.” 
(Luke 1:26-28) 
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THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD 
 March 25-27, 2017  “WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE” 

_______________________________________________________________      WELCOME TO TRINITY The Annunciation of Our Lord is a minor festival that remembers the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she would become the Virgin Mother of our Lord Jesus.  This minor festival in the Christian Church’s calendar may have began in the Eastern Church as early as the third century.  The Annunciation was later accepted as a festival in Rome around 600 A.D.  In ancient times, March 25th was considered the spring equinox.  Christians connected the first day of spring (as a symbol of the beginning of God’s creation) with the day of Jesus’ conception and also the day of his crucifixion.  This celebration of events on the same day was meant to symbolically connect the  beginning of God’s creation with the events that accomplished the restoration of God’s creation.  Working with the assumption that Gabriel’s announcement and the miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit took place at the same time, the Annunciation is commemorated nine months before Jesus’ birth (December 25).  Due to this timing, the Annunciation almost always takes place within the  season of Lent.  It may seem strange to modern Christians to celebrate an event that is connected with Christmas during the time of year when we remember Jesus’ Passion, but as our Christian forefathers  recognized, the connection is appropriate.  The Annunciation celebrates the miracle that, in Jesus Christ, God has become a real, flesh-and-blood human being.  This truth is absolutely necessary for our salvation.    Martin Luther once wrote about the importance that Jesus was not just a man who died for us, but the God-man.  He said, “[The teaching that God did not die] will finally construct a kind of Christ after 
whom I would not want to be a Christian, that is, a Christ who is and does no more in his passion and his life than any other ordinary saint.  For if I believe that only the human nature suffered for me, then Christ would be a poor Savior for me, in fact, he himself would need a Savior.”  Today we thank and praise God that, in the miracle of Jesus’ conception by the Holy Spirit, we have the perfect and only Savior we need!   OUR FACILITIES Our restrooms are located to the left as you leave the sanctuary.  They are located near the coat room.  The members of Trinity believe that families should be encouraged to worship together.  If your young child needs to be quieted, we have an audio-equipped children’s room just outside of the church doors to your right.  If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher.  
 HYMN ENLARGEMENT INSERTS Hymn enlargement inserts with the texts to the chosen hymns for today’s worship, printed in larger print, are available from the ushers upon request.   

All hymns and liturgy reprinted with permission—OneLicense.net  #A-714834 
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ORDER OF SERVICE                 
OPENING HYMN               Now Praise We Christ, the Holy One Christian Worship 39:1-4  Tune:  ROCKINGHAM OLD 

  Stand   M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be  with you.  
C: And also with you.    

CONFESSION OF SINS   M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.   But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess  our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned  against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:   Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away  my guilt.  

Page 3 



 

ABSOLUTION  M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our  Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give  you strength to live according to his will.   
C:  Amen.   HYMN           For All the Faithful Women Lutheran Service Book 855:1,8,3  

  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M:  Let us pray.   Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we, who have known the incarnation of your Son,    Jesus Christ, announced by an angel, may by his cross and passion be brought to the glory of his  resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
Be seated 

Page 4 



 

THE WORD 
 
 

FIRST LESSON                         Isaiah 7:10-14 
Isaiah’s prophecy of the virgin being with child 

 
 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”  12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.”  
13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David!  Is it not enough to try the patience of men?  Will you try the patience of my God also?  14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:  The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.   
PSALM OF THE DAY          Psalm 40 John Folkening Evangelical Lutheran Worship Psalter   The congregation sings the psalm verses in bold print and the refrains where indicated.  

  

   Cantor: Refrain 
 C:  Refrain    Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God!   In your plans for us, none can be compared with you!    Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! 
   But they are more than I can count.    Sacrifice and offering you do not desire;    you have opened my ears:    burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.           Refrain   
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       And so I said, “Here I am; I come.          In the scroll of the book it is written of me:      ‘I love to do your will, O my God; 
         your law is deep within me.’ ”      I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;          behold, I have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know.      I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart;     I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;          I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth          from the great assembly.       Refrain   SECOND LESSON                                          Hebrews 10:4-10 Christ came into the world to be sacrificed once for all    4It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:  “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.  7Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, O God.’ ”  8First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the law required them to be made).  9Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.”  He sets aside the first to establish the second.  10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.   VERSE OF THE DAY                           Aaron David Miller  Greetings, O favored one!  The Lord is with you.  The Holy Spirit will come upon you. (Luke 1:28,35)  
 Stand for the Holy Gospel  
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HOLY GOSPEL                           Luke 1:26-38  St. Luke’s account of the Annunciation of our Lord    26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  
28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of  Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”   
 
 34”How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  35The angel answered, “The  Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.  37For nothing is impossible with God.”   
38”I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.  “May it be to me as you have said.”  Then the angel left her.   M:  The Gospel of the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!     
APOSTLES’ CREED 
    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   Be seated      
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HYMN OF THE DAY                               On Mary, Virgin Undefiled Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary 268   
v.1-2—Cantor;  v.3—All;  v.4—Men;  v.5—Women;  v.6—All  
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SERMON                  Luke 1:26-38                                             Pastor Scott T. Oelhafen
    

 “A CHRISTMAS FORECAST” A good forecast  +  An accurate forecast  +  A miraculous forecast 
  Stand   SONG OF MARY                   Canticle of Mary      Magnificat               Robert E. Kreutz Resource Collection of Hymns and  Service Music for the Liturgy, 1981   The cantor sings the refrain to begin the canticle.  All sing the refrain as it is repeated.  

  Copyright © 1978, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.   All rights reserved.  Used by permission    My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has   looked with favor on his lowly servant.  From this day all generations will call me blessed:  the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his Name.   Refrain   He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.  He has shown the strength of his   arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit.  He has cast down the mighty from their   thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.   Refrain   He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.  He has   come to the help of his servant Israel for he remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he  made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.   Refrain   Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning is now,   and will be forever.  Amen.   Refrain 
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OFFERING          Please take a moment during the collection of the offering to sign the Friendship Register in each of the pews.  We encourage you to take a moment after the service to get to know those seated around you!   
MUSICAL OFFERING (5:30)               When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Hal H. Hopson   Stand  
  PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   LORD’S PRAYER  
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth  as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin  against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.   BLESSING  M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  
C: Amen.   CLOSING HYMN                        The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Christian Worship 24 

                
  SERVING AT WORSHIP  
Presiding Minister                                                                     Pastor Lawrence R. Gates 
Preacher                                                                                      Pastor Scott T. Oelhafen 
Principal Organist                                Mark D. Davidson  
Choir (5:30)                                                Trinity Handbell Choir Denice R. Turpin, director  
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         March 25-27   Lenten 4                Regular Worship Service Schedule      March 29         Midweek Lent Worship 5          10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Wednesday       April 1-3 Lenten 5                                                         Regular Worship Service Schedule       April 5       Midweek Lent Worship 6                            10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Wednesday       April 9       Palm Sunday                                                  8:15 & 10:45 a.m. Sunday       April 10       Holy Monday Devotion                               7:00 p.m. Monday       April 11       Holy Tuesday Devotion                               7:00 p.m. Tuesday       April 12       Holy Wednesday Devotion                         7:00 p.m. Wednesday       April 13                                Maundy Thursday w/Communion           10:30 a.m. Thursday       April 13       Maundy Thursday w/Communion           7:00 p.m. Thursday       April 14       Good Friday Solemn Liturgy                       1:00 p.m. Friday       April 14       Good Friday Tenebrae                                  7:00 p.m. Friday          April 15       Easter Vigil w/Communion                        7:30 p.m. Saturday       April 16       Easter Dawn w/Communion                      6:30 a.m. Sunday       April 16       Easter Festival Worship                                 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. Sunday     
** Soup & Supper served during the Midweek Lenten Services at 5:30 p.m.  ** Easter Breakfast served from 7:30-9:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday 

        

LENTEN & HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2017 
 Trinity Lutheran Church—Waukesha, WI    

www.trinitywels.com 
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    TRINITY EV LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1052 White Rock Avenue 

Waukesha, WI 53186 
  

Office: 262-547-5350   
www.trinitywels.com 

   
Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com)   

Trinity Lutheran Church WELS 
Trinity Lutheran School—Waukesha 

  
+++++ 

 
Worship Service Times 

Saturday - 5:30pm 
Sunday - 8:15 & 10:45am 

Monday – 6:30pm 
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Rev. Scott T. Oelhafen 
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Rev. John Mattek 

Director of Ministry Development 
  

Jeffrey A. Inniger  
Trinity Lutheran School Principal 

 
Seminarian Paul W. Bourman 

Student Assistant for Spanish Outreach 
 

Mark D. Davidson 
Minister of Music 

    

 


