Palm Sunday Gathering Rite

Today’s order of worship is the “Common Service” on page 15 in the front section of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  The following rite will replace the opening portion of the service.  After the Gathering Rite, the service continues in Christian Worship on page 17 under the heading, “The Word.”

At the presiding minister’s invitation, please stand and face the processional group in the back of the church.

INVOCATION
Minister:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation:
Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

M:
Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated at the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share in his resurrection and new life.

M:
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

C:
Hosanna in the highest!

PSALM 118  (Selected Verses)
M:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

C:
His love endures forever.


M:
Open for me the gates of righteousness;

C:
I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
M:
This is the gate of the Lord

C:
Through which the righteous may enter.

M:
O Lord, save us;

C:
O Lord, grant us success.

M:
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

C:
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

M:
The Lord is God,

C:
And he has made his light shine on us.
M:
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession

C:
Up to the horns of the altar.
(over…)
M:
You are my God, and I will give you thanks;

C:
You are my God, and I will exalt you.

M:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C:
His love endures forever.

PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.

God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as a king by those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm branches in his path. Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

M:
Let us go forth in peace,

C:
In the name of the Lord.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
All Glory, Laud, and Honor



Christian Worship #131

Please turn to hymn #131 in Christian Worship.  As the hymn is sung and the processional cross is carried through the assembly, turn to the front of the church as the cross passes you.

After the hymn is concluded:

M:
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

C:
Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.



We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ.  As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path, so may we always hail him our King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

Be seated. The service continues on page 17 in Christian Worship under the heading, “The Word.”
This rite is adapted from “Palm Sunday: Procession with Palms” in Christian Worship: Occasional Services.
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