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“The 

Three Day

Easter Event”

The “Paschal Triduum” 2010
The Paschal Triduum - literally the Three Days of Easter refers to the time from the evening liturgy on Maundy Thursday until the final liturgy on Easter Day.  The “Three Holy Days” {Thursday Eve to Sunday Dawn} of the passion and resurrection of Christ (“Paschal” refers to Passover as the time of Christ’s death and resurrection) is the culmination of the entire church year.  What Sunday is to the week, the solemnity of Easter is to the entire liturgical year.  It is over these days - Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Eve/Day - that we celebrate God’s redeeming love in the dying and rising of his Son, Jesus the Christ, and still see that love today. The Triduum is a single celebration. Once we have begun the Triduum on Maundy Thursday evening, we do not “leave” it until Easter Sunday.  It is one continuous celebration of giving, dying and rising with Christ.  Thus this booklet.  It contains as one liturgy Thursday-Sunday’s saving activity of Our Lord.  God bless us through its use.

2010 Triduum Theme:  

“We Preach Christ Crucified!”

In His Holy Supper – (Thursday)

Once for All Time – (Friday)

A Living Hope – (Sunday)

+ Maundy Thursday +

7:00PM

Maundy Thursday ushers the believer into the "Three Holy Days" of  Christendom.  It is more than history that is celebrated today: the holy sacrament extends to the believer the very body and blood of the Savior and declares reconciliation through this most personal communion with Jesus.  In him, with him, through him believers are reconciled to God and to one another.
LENTEN PRELUDE

BELLS AND PROCESSION OF THE CROSS TO BEGIN THE TRIDUUM
INSTRUCTION AT THE ENDING OF LENT




Pastor

OPENING HYMN, CW 592 


All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

stand

M:  In the Name of the Father, and of (+) the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with 

     all my heart. I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. In what I have 

     done and left undone, I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For 

     this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.

     I am truly sorry for my sins. 

     I repent of them. 

     I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

A brief silence for meditation follows.

M: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

C: Cleanse me from my sins.

     Release me from my guilt.

     Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, he forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. 

      Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

      sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

M: Our Lord who has forgiven us and reconciled us to God through Christ our Lord, 

has also promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Therefore, let us be reconciled with one another and extend to each other the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The congregation extends the peace of Christ by turning to each other, even crossing the aisle, and saying: 

C:  Peace be with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross.  Grant us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our eternal good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING  
                                                                            Exodus 12:1-14

The Passover of sacrifice to the Lord.

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, {2} "This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. {3} Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. {4} If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. {5} The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. {6} Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. {7} Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. {8} That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. {9} Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire--head, legs and inner parts. {10} Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. {11} This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord's Passover. {12} "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. {13} The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. {14} "This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD--a lasting ordinance.

M:  The Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY                                               


Psalm 116


CWS
Silence for meditation
Psalm Prayer (M): God of mercy and might, through the resurrection of your Son you have freed us from the anguish of guilt and the bonds of death. Be with us on our pilgrimage and help us

glorify you in the presence of all your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
SECOND READING                                                             


1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23For I (Paul) received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,  24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  25In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
L:  The Word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

Please  stand
VERSE







 What is This Bread?
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This hymn nicely summarizes Martin Luther’s fine discussion on the institution and blessings of Holy
Communion as outlined in his Small Catechism.

Text:

Frederic W. Baue, b. 1946 © 1991, 1998 Fred and Jean Baue. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: PREPARATION (48 44 88) Jean Neuhauser Baue, b. 1951 © 1991, 1998 Fred and Jean Baue. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.




HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     Saint Luke 22:7-20
At the Upper Room in Jerusalem, Jesus celebrates the Passover and then gives us a new Sacrament

7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.  8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” 9“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 10He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters,  11and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’  12He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.” 13They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  15And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.  18For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
M:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ.

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
HYMN OF THE DAY, CW 116  




In the Hour of Trial




SERMON




“You proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes”
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY







PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE SACRAMENT


We are a sacramental church.  Holy Baptism is open to all.   Holy Communion to those confirmed in the Faith. This is the model of the early Church and what the Scriptures still indicate for today.  Contact our pastor for assistance in receiving these gifts.

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.


M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.


M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

M: 
It is truly good and right for us to offer our praise to you, Lord God Almighty.  

You have created this world and rule over it through Jesus Christ, our Lord. You have made us in your image and freed us from slavery to the power of sin.  You claimed us as your people and made a covenant with us, first with Israel and then with all who called on the name of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, we praise you and join the heavenly hosts in singing to the glory of your name:

SANCTUS spoken

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest!

M:  WORDS OF CONSECRATION CHRIST SPOKE THIS NIGHT

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:  Amen.

AGNUS DEI  spoken

C:  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your  peace.  Amen.

M:  Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom, and teach us to pray…

LORD’S PRAYER
Be seated

HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION, CW 372 & CW 103
Following the distribution (stand)

M:  As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,

C:  You remember the Lord’s death until he comes.

M: Heavenly Father, on this holy night we thank you for the remembrance of your 

     Son, Jesus Christ, whom we have received in partaking of this bread and wine.  

     Make this night, for us, a memorial of his death and passion, which was sealed by 

     his resurrection.  This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.


BE SEATED


Concluding Prayer

M:
Son of God, we ask you to hear us.

C:
Son of God, we ask you to hear us.

M:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

C:
Have mercy on us.

M:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

C:
Grant us peace.

M:
Lord, have mercy on us.

C:
Christ, have mercy on us.

M:
Lord, have mercy on us.

M:  Let us pray.

Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.

C:  Amen.

silent prayer

M:  Depart in peace.

C:  Amen

The benediction is omitted because the Paschal Triduum does not end tonight.  It continues in vigil and prayer tomorrow, Good Friday, a day of grace and love.  We gather to worship at 7.oopm in this chapel.

You may remain to pray, or leave quietly into the night.  







+

You will not be ushered out, {that some may remain to pray.}
If it is possible and convenient to you,  please return the service folder to the usher’s desk as you leave.  They will be used Friday and Sunday and may be taken home at the end of the Triduum.

The Paschal Triduum continues tomorrow, Good Friday, at 7:00pm with a Service of Tenebrae.  Divine Services on Easter Day are at 6:30am & 10:30am (both celebrating Holy Communion).  Breakfast will be served 7:30-10:00am Easter morning.

Acknowledgments

Presiding Minister:  Rev. Thomas Schultz

Acolyte:  Parish Youth, grades 4-9

Organist: Kathryn Brodin

Portions of the Maundy Thursday Liturgy, © WELS Christian Worship, Occasional Services, the Triduum.  Reprinted by permission.  “What is This Bread?” ©WELS CWS.  Used with permission, OneLicense.net #A-70442.

+ Good Friday+

Service of Seven Words
7:00pm

Various readings trace the story of Christ’s passion taken from his own thoughts and words as expressed in his seven statements from the cross, the music expresses his pathos, and the darkness with the accompanying silence suggests the drama of this momentous day. Candles are extinguished after each word, indicating the ebbing life of our Lord.
The congregation enters in silence.

HOMILY

READING              





Isaiah 53:1-12

The Prophet sees Messiah’s crucifixion from 700 BC.

Silence for meditation follows the reading

stand

HYMN 




Rise my Soul, To Watch And Pray
Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken!

Be not by the evil day Unawares o'ertaken.

For the foe, Well we know,

Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping.

Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you

Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.

Watch and see Lest there be

Faithless friends to charm you Who but seek to harm you.

Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;

Let not self your thoughts control Nor God's mercy stifle.

Pride and sin Lurk within,

All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter.

But while watching also pray To the Lord unceasing.

God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,

So that still Mind and will

Shall unite to serve him And forever love him.

Welcome to the Service of Seven Words.  This is a service of darkness and quiet meditation.  The narthex may be used as a comforting place for young children who become restless.  Both the narthex & the nursery are wired for sound. The nursery is down the hall, to the left.  Peace be with you.

Prayer for Good Friday

M:
Let us pray.


God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C:
Amen.

Be seated

OFFERTORY

Welcome visitors.  Kindly sign the guest card in the pew and place it in the offering plate, or sign the welcome registry on the usher’s desk in the narthex of the church, and know you are most welcome at this house of prayer!  
The Seven Words from the Cross

Silence for meditation follows each reading.  A candle is snuffed.  A hymn or psalm is offered.  

The First Word—St. Luke 23:26-34

As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then “ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ‘ For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 

When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 


Thanks be to God.

Silence for meditation

HYMN                                    




Jesus, in Your Dying Woes
1.  Jesus, in your dying woes, Even while your lifeblood flows,

Craving pardon for your foes: Hear us, holy Jesus!

2.  Jesus, pitying the sighs Of the thief who near you dies,

Promising him paradise: Hear us, holy Jesus!

3.  Jesus, loving to the end Her whose heart your sorrows rend,

And your dearest human friend: Hear us, holy Jesus!

4.  Jesus, plunged in depths unknown With our evil foe alone,

While no light from heav'n is shown: Hear us, holy Jesus!

5.  Jesus, in your thirst and pain, While your wounds the lifeblood drain,

Thus fulfilling Scripture's plan: Hear us, holy Jesus!

6.  Jesus, all our ransom paid, All your Father's will obeyed,

By your suff'rings perfect made: Hear us, holy Jesus!

7.  Jesus, all your labor vast, All your woe and conflict past,

Yielding up your soul at last: Hear us, holy Jesus.

The Second Word—St. Luke 23:38-43

There was a written notice above him, which read: This is the King of the Jews. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Thanks be to God.

Silence for meditation

SONG
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God’s first promise to send a Savior, offered in the shadow of Eden, finds its fulfillment on the tree of
Calvary, Jesus’ cross.

Text:

Tune:

Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955 © 1993 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.

TREE OF LIFE (88 88 88 88) Bruce W. Becker, b. 1952 © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.




The Third Word—St. John 19:25-27

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Thanks be to God.
Silence for meditation

HYMN






Christ the Life of all the Living
V2 Women


All
Christ, the Life of all the living,



Christ the Death of death, our foe,



Who thyself for me once giving



To the darkest depths of woe - 



Through thy sufferings, death and merit



I eternal life inherit.



Thousand, thousand, thanks shall be,



Dearest Jesus, unto thee.

Women
Thou, ah thou hast taken on thee



Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;



Pain and scorn were heaped upon thee,



O thou sinless Son of God!



Thus didst thou my soul deliver



From the bonds of sin forever.



Thousand, thousand, thanks shall be,



Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 


All
Thou hast borne the smiting only



That my wounds might all be whole;



Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,



Rest to give my weary soul;



Yea, the curse of God enduring,



Blessing unto me securing.



Thousand, thousand, thanks shall be,



Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 
The Fourth Word—St. Matthew 27:45-49

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”

Thanks be to God.

Silence for meditation

PSALM 22     







A Messianic Psalm
“My God, My God, Why Have You Abandoned Me?”
Cantor/People

Congregation joins in the refrain after each verse.

Refrain (cantor first time)

GIA #5234 with flute and piano
Music: Jonathan S. Rothman
1. All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads:  “He relied on the Lord; the the Lord deliver him, let him rescue him if he loves him.”  
C:  Refrain
2. Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; They have pierced my hands and my feet; My bones, I can count them all.  
C:  Refrain
3. They divide my garments among them, they cast lots for my vesture.  But you, O Lord, be not far from me; O my help hasten to aid me.  
C:  Refrain
4. I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise you:  “You who fear the Lord, praise him; all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him.” 
 C:  Refrain.
The Fifth Word—St. John 19:28,29

Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.

Thanks be to God.

Silence for meditation

CHOIR







My Song is Love Unknown
The Sixth Word—St. John 19:30

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, Jesus bowed his head.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for meditation

HYMN 
                                                



Were you there?

Children and Teens, verse 2.  Parents may assist younger voices.

1.  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Children and Teens 

2.  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

3.  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

The Seventh Word—St. Luke 23:44-56
44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour,  45for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  46Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 47The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.”  48When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away.  49But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 50Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man,  51who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God.  52Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body.  53Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.  54It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 55The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.  56Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.
Thanks be to God.

Silence for meditation

HYMN   
                                



O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Men v 3, Women v4, Children & Teens v 5, Last Verse without accompaniment

1.  O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down,

Now scornfully surrounded, With thorns your only crown,

O sacred head, no glory Now from your face does shine;

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine.

2.  Men mock and taunt and jeer you, They smite your countenance,

Though mighty worlds shall fear you And flee before your glance.

How pale you are with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn!

Your eyes with pain now languish That once were bright as morn!

3.  (Men Only)  Now from your cheeks has vanished Their color, once so fair;

From your red lips is banished The splendor that was there.

Grim death with cruel rigor Has robbed you of your life;

Thus you have lost your vigor, Your strength, in this sad strife.

4.  (Women Only)  My burden in your passion, Lord, you have borne for me,

For it was my transgression, My shame, on Calvary.

I cast me down before you; Wrath is my rightful lot.

Have mercy, I implore you; Redeemer, spurn me not!

5.(Children/Youth)What language shall I borrow To thank you, dearest Friend,

For this, your dying sorrow, Your pity without end?

Oh, make me yours forever, And keep me strong and true;

Lord, let me never, never Outlive my love for you.

6.  My Savior, then be near me When death is at my door,

And let your presence cheer me; Forsake me nevermore!

When soul and body languish, Oh, leave me not alone,

But take away my anguish By virtue of your own!

7.  ALL (Without Accompaniment)  

Lord, be my consolation, My shield when I must die;

Remind me of your passion When my last hour draws nigh.

My eyes will then behold you, Upon your cross will dwell;

My heart will then enfold you -- Who dies in faith dies well!
stand

THE BIDDING PRAYER           

Assistant, Pastor, People

A:
Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father would defend her from the devil and keep her faithful to her Lord.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving name to the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Protect us from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain faithful to your Word so that in every adversity we may stand firm in our faith and give ourselves fully to our Savior’s work, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all people of God.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the good of your people. Preserve us from divisive spirits and false teachers. Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ joyfully in word and deed so that all who hear them may come to know their Savior better and be strengthened for their lives of service, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word, that they remain firm in the simple faith of Baptism.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your own dear children by the washing of rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit. Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in Baptism, that each day they may die to sin and rise again to live new and holy lives, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who are in authority.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly government to keep a measure of order in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all rulers the wisdom to govern well and to all citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live peaceful lives in all godliness and holiness, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our communities from the many earthly calamities that threaten us.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from wars and famine, from disease and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of our lives. Protect us from all these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them and so that we may safely pass through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ our Lord.  


C:  Amen.

A:
Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may come to know the one true God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on the cross so that he might draw all people to himself. Through the proclamation of your Word, mercifully gather from the nations a people that are your very own, that we may join together around your throne in glory to praise and thank you forever, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without grieving you, whose name we bear. We ask that you would change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate us without reason. Give them repentance and faith so that they may be glad with us and find joy in your love, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial.

Silent prayer

M:
Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our griefs and to carry our sorrows. Help those who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling against temptation, that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find relief in your grace, through Christ our Lord.

C: 
Amen.

A:
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask in the words he himself hath taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven:  Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
Be seated
M:  Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen.
+

The church remains in darkness.  The silence is broken with a loud, resounding noise signifying the cataclysmic nature of Christ’s sacrifice.  The seventh candle is rekindled in the chancel as a symbol of the Living Christ.


You may remain to meditate and pray.

All depart in silence.

The service concludes with no blessing because Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Day are to be considered one continuous service of our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection. 
· HOLY SATURDAY:  Silence and Prayer

· EASTER DAWN VIGIL Sunday at 6:30am (Holy Communion).
· EASTER DAY FESTIVAL Sunday at 10:30am (Holy Communion).  
· Easter Breakfast will be served 7:30 – 10:00am.  
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+ THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD +

Easter Dawn Vigil, 6:30am

The congregation gathers in silence outside the church.  A BRAZIER IS LIGHTED, REPRESENTING THE EASTER FLAME.

This early dawn we wait and watch for our Lord to rescue us from our bondage to death by his resurrection from the grave. The fire and the Paschal candle burn as a symbol of the resurrected Christ and as a reminder from Friday’s Tenebrae:  Hell cannot overcome Jesus, the Light of  the world.  

This light comes at Easter vigil in holy baptism (or remembering our own baptism), holy eucharist  and the holy word of  God.

Service of Light

The congregation gathers in a convenient place outside the nave of the church.  All are given candles to be lit later from the paschal candle.

In the semidarkness a fire is kindled; a brazier is lighted or a candle from the Good Friday Tenebrae is used.  All stand and face the fire.

M:    
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

C:     
Amen.

M:
On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory over death.
M:
O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your faithful people with the fire of your love. Bless, we ask you, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter festival. Burning with desire for life with you, may we be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

The candle bearer, holding the paschal candle, steps forward. The minister traces the Greek letters ( and ( (Alpha and Omega) upon it, saying:

M:
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega.  C:  Amen

The minister traces the year upon the candle, saying:

M:
His are time and eternity; his are the glory and dominion now and forever.  C:  Amen

The minister traces a cross into the candle, saying: 

M:  By his wounds we are healed now and forever.  C:  Amen.
Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, the minister says:

M:
May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds.  C:  Thanks be to God!
M:
Almighty and most merciful Father, once we were darkness, but now we are light in Jesus Christ our Lord. Bless abundantly all who joyfully celebrate this night in faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fill them with your heavenly blessing in him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

All light their candles from the paschal candle. Then, the paschal candle is held aloft by the candle bearer, and all follow in procession into the dark church. The procession into the church should be unhurried.  The procession order is paschal candle, Alleluia banner, congregation, cantors/ choirs, lectors and assistants, minister.

As the procession begins, or at the doors of the nave, the candle bearer pauses and sings: 
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Halfway to the altar, the candle bearer pauses and sings a second time:
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When the candle bearer arrives before the altar, he faces the congregation, lifts the candle high, and sings a third time:
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Exsultet

The candle bearer places the paschal candle in its stand. Standing in its light, the minister or assistant sings: 

M:
Rejoice now, all you heav’nly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King.


Rejoice too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished.


Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful people.

The following is sung or said.
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M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places, with all our hearts and minds and voices, praise you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, and your one and only Son, Jesus Christ.


For he is the true Paschal Lamb, who offered himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of his precious blood.


This is the night when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the Red Sea on dry ground.


This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality.


This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of night.


Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave you gave your Son.


How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away.


How holy is this night when innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast.


How blessed is this night when man is reconciled to God in Christ.


Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and praise.


Let Christ, the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.
Be seated

Service of Lessons

The congregation extinguishes its candles. A few lights in the nave may be turned on.  The minister or parish lectors read the lessons.  These lessons trace the grace of God from Creation and throughout the Old Testament Church.

M:
On this most holy night, our Savior Christ the Lord broke the power of death and by his resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for he truly keeps his word. The sun of righteousness has dawned on those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death.

HUMANITY’S FALL IN EDEN AND THE PROMISE OF A SAVIOR  Genesis 3:1-15
Following the Lesson…

L:  The word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

M:
Let us pray.


Almighty God, you most wonderfully created human nature and yet more wonderfully redeemed it. By your mercy renew us in the image of him who came to share our humanity, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA


Exodus 14:10–15:1

Following the Lesson…

L:  The word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

M:
Let us pray.


O God, you once delivered your people Israel from slavery under Pharaoh and led them safely through the Red Sea. By this you gave us a picture of Baptism. Lead us always to rejoice in your baptismal promise, that we may live in its grace and declare to all people your desire to make them children of Abraham, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.

Stand

Benedicite, omnia opera
Cantor/People

People sing the refrain as indicated by [C]

CWOS
[All you works of the Lord, praise the lord]   

BE SEATED
Service of Holy Baptism 

The minister addresses the congregation with these or other words:

M:
On this holiest of days, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls his death and burial, rejoicing in the gospel of his glorious resurrection from the dead. Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection.  (The minister reads a passage from the Apostle Paul).
The paschal candle is returned to its stand.

BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE

STAND

M:
In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?

R:
Yes, and I ask God to help me.

M:
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?
R:
Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

M:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?

R:
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried.


He descended into hell. 


The third day he rose again from the dead. 


He ascended into heaven 



and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 


From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

M:
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

R:
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy Christian Church, 



the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 



the resurrection of the body, 



and the life everlasting. Amen.

M:
Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?

R:
I do.

M:
Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God?

R:
I do.

M:
Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even death, rather than fall away from it?

R:
I do, and I ask God to help me.

M:
Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

R:
Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

M:
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.

R:
Amen.

Service of Holy Communion

EASTER BELL PEAL

The altar candles and other candles in the church are now lit from the paschal candle. The lights of the church are fully lit, the bells are rung, and the minister proclaims:

M:
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!

C:
HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

♫1.  Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia!

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!

See the place where he was laid; Alleluia!

Praise him for the ransom paid. Alleluia!

♫2.  For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!

Sinless in the sinners' stead. Alleluia!

"Christ is ris'n," today we cry; Alleluia!

Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

The Holy Gospel is announced and read (St. John 20:1-18). The Gospel is read from the midst of the congregation. Please turn and fact the processional cross as it is carried into and out from the nave.

THE HOLY gospel OF  EASTER DAWN



SAINT JOHN 20:1-18

Following the Gospel, all sing:

♫3.  Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!

God and sinners reconciled. Alleluia!

While, in strange and awe full strife, Alleluia!

Met together Death and Life. Alleluia!

♫4.  Christ, who once for sinners bled, Alleluia!

Now the first-born from the dead, Alleluia!

Throned in endless might and pow'r, Alleluia!

Lives and reigns forevermore. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:
O God, who made this most holy morning to shine with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord, preserve in all your people the Spirit of adoption which you have given, that they may serve you in faith and joy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY



Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
(See insert of Hymn #720)

EASTER HOMILY

THE OFFERING IS GATHERED

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

CWS
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

M:  Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom, and teach us to pray:


C:  THE LORD’S PRAYER

Be seated

♫HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION:  

·  “Like the Golden Sun Ascending” – HYMN 147
·  “Jesus Christ is Risen today” – HYMN 157
Following the distribution and offering, the congregation stands:

M: The Lord is risen!
C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

M:
We thank you, Lord, that you have nourished us with your Easter sacraments. Fill us with your Spirit, the Spirit of your love, that those whom you have satisfied with one heavenly bread may be united in one holy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.

M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:
Amen.

Please remain standing.

RECESSIONAL                                                     

     I Know That My Redeemer Lives

♫I know that my Redeemer lives;

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, he lives, who once was dead;

He lives, my ever-living Head!

♫He lives triumphant from the grave;

He lives eternally to save.

He lives all-glorious in the sky;

He lives exalted there on high.


WOMEN ONLY
♫  He lives to grant me rich supply;

He lives to guide me with his eye.

He lives to comfort me when faint;

He lives to hear my soul's complaint.


MEN ONLY

   ♫ He lives to silence all my fears;

He lives to wipe away my tears.

He lives to calm my troubled heart;

He lives, all blessings to impart.

♫He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;

He lives and loves me to the end.

He lives, and while he lives I'll sing;

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

♫He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives, my Jesus, still the same.

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

"I know that my Redeemer lives!"

M:  Depart in peace to serve the Lord.

C:  THANKS BE TO GOD.  

Announcements and greetings.

Be seated

All are welcome at this time to the parish Easter breakfast.  Please proceed to the fellowship hall.  

Welcome guests!  We are thankful you are here.  Please sign the friendship card in the pew or the friendship registry book in the narthex of the church and know you are most welcome at this place of worship and prayer.
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+ THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD +

Easter Day Festival Service

10.30am

At the Easter bells, please stand and face the rear of the nave for the opening portion of the service. Turn and face the Paschal (Easter) Candle, the banner & the processional cross as they are carried into the nave and chancel during the processional hymn. The Paschal Candle, as a symbolic reminder of the risen Christ, helps us to celebrate the fact that the darkness of sin and death has been overcome by the resurrection of our Lord. The Paschal Candle will burn throughout the Easter season until after the Feast of Pentecost. The “Alleluia” banner accompanies our Alleluia songs of praise today which we had put away after the festival of the Transfiguration of Our Lord and throughout Lent.

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

EASTER BELL PEAL

OPENING PRAYER

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M:  On this most holy morning, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in expectation and prayer.  This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

Let us pray.

M:  O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your faithful people with the fire of your love.  Bless, we ask you now, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter festival.  Burning with desire for life with you, may we be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.

The paschal candle is lighted.  Then the minister sings three times & all respond in the same way:

M: The light of Christ.

C: (chant) Thanks be to God.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome to all!  Visitors and guests, please sign the Friendship Registry found in the narthex of the church and return to worship the Risen Christ here again very soon!  Restrooms & drinking fountain are located in the narthex area.  A nursery room is available or the narthex may be used as a comforting place for young children who become restless.  Both the narthex & the nursery are wired for sound.  Please see an usher for assistance.  The nursery room is located in the parish hall, first room to the left.  Changing tables are located in the lower restrooms, down the long hallway, to the left.  Peace be with you!

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Christ The Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia

♫Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia!

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!

See the place where he was laid; Alleluia!

Praise him for the ransom paid. Alleluia!

♫For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!

Sinless in the sinners' stead. Alleluia!

"Christ is ris'n," today we cry; Alleluia!

Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

  


♫Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!

God and sinners reconciled. Alleluia!

While, in strange and awefull strife, Alleluia!

Met together Death and Life. Alleluia!

♫Christ, who once for sinners bled, Alleluia!

Now the first-born from the dead, Alleluia!

Throned in endless might and pow'r, Alleluia!

Lives and reigns forevermore. Alleluia!

M:  
May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds.  

C:  
Amen.  Alleluia!  Amen.

LITANY OF THE PEOPLE

M: 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: 
He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!
M:  
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for self-examination

M:  
Most merciful God,

C:  
have mercy on us.

We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion forgive our sins and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and our truth.  Amen.

M:  
With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life (+) in Jesus Christ.

C:  
Thanks be to God.  Amen.

M: 
Let us thank God for the victory that Jesus, God’s Son and our Brother, has won by his death and resurrection.  It is for us that he has triumphed. Christ died for all, in order that they who are alive may live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and rose again.

C: 
Thanks be to God who has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!
be seated

SERVICE OF THE WORD

FIRST LESSON







Exodus 15:1-11
The Song of Miriam and Moses

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: “I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea. The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a stone.  “Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power.  Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.  In the greatness of your majesty you threw down those who opposed you.  You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble. By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood firm like a wall; the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea. 9“The enemy boasted, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them.  I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them.’ 10But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them.  They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
11“Who among the gods is like you, O LORD?  Who is like you— majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?”
following the lesson…

M:  The Word of the Lord,

C:  Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY, Psalm 136

GIA

Everlasting Grace is Yours
Cantor or Children:   verse
People:  ♫Refrain

Filled with thanks we sing to God: 
♫Everlasting grace is yours!

God who is the answer to our dreams, 

♫Everlasting grace is yours!

God alone is wonderful and mighty, 

♫Everlasting grace is yours!

Heaven and earth created in wisdom, 

♫Everlasting grace is yours!          

Refrain:  

♫Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Everlasting grace is 

Yours!
♫Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Everlasting grace is 

Yours!
Stretching the earth around the water…

Burning bright with shining radiance…

Ruling the day with brilliant splendor…

Guarding the night with moon 

and starlight… 

Refrain

Striking down the tyrants of Egypt…

Freeing us from the terror of prison…

Opening wide the Red Sea waters…

Bring us through to life and freedom… 

Refrain

Leading  us through raging torrents…

Tossing the armies deep into the sea…

Striking down the power of the mighty…

Saving us from all oppression… 


Refrain

SECOND LESSON





1 Corinthians 15:1-11
From the Great Resurrection Chapter of the Bible
1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance£: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  8and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.  11Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
following the lesson…

L:  The Word of the Lord,

C:  Thanks be to God!

stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION




Celtic Alleluia
Cantors, verses/Congregation, Alleluia refrains
www.OCP.org
Christopher Walker, Fintan O Carroll

HOLY GOSPEL




    

Saint Luke 24:1-12
1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  5In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  6He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  7‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’”  8Then they remembered his words. 9When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others.  10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles.  11But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.  12Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
M:  The gospel of Jesus Christ.

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!  Alleluia!
be seated

♫HYMN OF THE DAY, 720  


Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands

(See Insert)

THE EASTER SERMON











following the sermon, please stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe 

in God, 

the Father 

almighty,

Maker of heaven 

and earth.

I believe in 

Jesus Christ,

 his only Son, 

our Lord, 

who was conceived 

by the Holy  Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day 

he rose again from the dead.   He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 

the living 

and the dead.

I believe in the

 Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian 

Church, 

the communion 

of saints, 

the forgiveness 

of sins, 

the resurrection 

of the body, 

and the life 

everlasting.  

Amen.

be seated

OFFERING & OFFERTORY 








Visitors, please sign the pew guest card and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher after the service.  Thank you! 

stand for prayers

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH




Following each petition…

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

His love is everlasting.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR

Our sacramental practice can best be explained in the notes below this service or in the communion cards in the pew.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up unto the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M: We praise you, heavenly Father, and your Son, Christ our Lord, through whom you have 

saved and redeemed us.   Through him you first created us, and now have still more gloriously rescued us from sin and death.

C: Oh, the greatness of your love, that you would take our fallen nature to 

     yourself, to fulfill your will, and through suffering free us from suffering 

     and death!

M:  Words of Consecration

M: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Be seated

♫HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION, CW 143, 147, & 146

· He’s Risen, He’s Risen, Christ Jesus – HYMN 143
· Like the Golden Sun Ascending – HYMN 147
· His Battle Ended There – HYMN 146
Following the distribution the congregation stands:

M: 
The Lord is risen!

C: 
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

M: 
Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord's resurrection.  Give us also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 
Amen.

BLESSING

M:  
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor, (+) and give you peace.
C:  
Amen.

Please remain standing.
RECESSIONAL HYMN              

                       
 I Know that My Redeemer Lives
Women, v4; Youth v5; Men v6
During this hymn the cross will be carried out of the sanctuary.  PLEASE TURN AND FACE THE CROSS as it moves to the back of the church.  Remain facing the cross to the end of the hymn.
♫I know that my Redeemer lives;

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, he lives, who once was dead;

He lives, my ever-living Head!

♫He lives triumphant from the grave;

He lives eternally to save.

He lives all-glorious in the sky;

He lives exalted there on high.

♫He lives to bless me with his love;

He lives to plead for me above.

He lives, my hungry soul to feed;

He lives to help in time of need.


WOMEN 

♫  He lives to grant me rich supply;

He lives to guide me with his eye.

He lives to comfort me when faint;

He lives to hear my soul's complaint.


CHILDREN/TEENS  ♫ He lives to silence all my fears;

He lives to wipe away my tears.

He lives to calm my troubled heart;

He lives, all blessings to impart.

        
MEN


♫He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;

He lives and loves me to the end.

He lives, and while he lives I'll sing;

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

♫He lives and grants me daily breath;

He lives, and I shall conquer death.

He lives my mansion to prepare;

He lives to bring my safely there.

♫He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives, my Jesus, still the same.

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

"I know that my Redeemer lives!"

from the back of the church…

M:  Depart in peace to serve the Lord.

C:  THANKS BE TO GOD.  

M:  I encourage you to greet each other in the peace of Christ.

Please share with your neighbor the peace and love the Lord has given us this day .

be seated

Welcome guests!  We are thankful you are here.  Please sign the pew guest card or the friendship registry book in the narthex of the church and know you are most welcome at this place of worship and prayer.  The Divine Service is Sundays at 8 and 10:30am, with Bible classes and Sunday school at 9:15am.  Our Christian Preschool serves Lambs of Christ weekday mornings and afternoons.  Come each week and celebrate this holy Easter season with song and a renewed spirit!  If you wish to become a communicant member at this altar, please speak with our pastor!
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We are a sacramental church.  We believe that in Baptism and the Lord's Supper God comes to us with forgiveness through tangible means.  Holy Baptism is open to all, without discrimination of age.  And because the Bible has convinced us that Jesus' body and blood are present in Holy Communion and that receiving the sacrament together is a public statement of unity in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to speak with the pastor before communing.  We don't want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them.  We do look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you.  Thank you for honoring the sacred practice of ‘close’ communion.

You may take this Paschal Triduum booklet home with you today.
PAGE  
34

_1170673851.bin

_1170673888.bin

_1170673906.bin

_1170673920.bin

_1170673872.bin

_1170673748.bin

_1170673825.bin

_1167826981.bin

