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The Great Vigil of Easter

	The order of worship for the Easter Vigil begins on page 3 of this service folder.


The Concept of a Vigil

A vigil is an evening service of Scripture readings and prayers in which believers vigilantly and eagerly wait and watch for the celebration of the Savior’s deliverance.  Old Testament believers waited through the night of the Passover for God to deliver them from the Egyptians.  The midnight worship reported in Acts 20:7-12 is another example of late-night waiting and watching.  One might say that our Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve services are vigils of sorts.  Coming together for a vigil helps believers practice waiting patiently for God to reveal his will in his own good time.

The History of the Easter Vigil

The Easter Vigil is the most well known and historic of the Church’s vigils.  In fact, in its general structure, it is one of the most ancient rites of the Christian Church.  Early records indicate that it may have been celebrated in Jerusalem already by the second century, and it soon spread to the rest of the church.

From its beginnings, the Easter Vigil was closely connected to Holy Baptism.  In the pagan world, a conversion to Christianity meant making a clean break from one’s former life style.  It also meant facing difficult times, perhaps even death.  The instruction of adults was, therefore, intensive and thorough, practical as well as intellectual.  The instruction intensified during the season of Lent, as catechumens pondered not only the Savior’s battle with evil, but also their own battle with Satan and his forces.  The instruction culminated with baptism at the Easter Vigil.  The timing was natural, of course:

“All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:3-4, NIV).

As the tide of adult conversions waned in Europe, and infant baptism became the norm, the purpose and understanding of the Vigil faded.  Eventually, virtually all baptisms took place at times other than the Vigil.  By the time of the Lutheran Reformation, the Vigil had fallen into disuse, although the Vigil continued uninterrupted in the Eastern Orthodox Church and remains a high point of Easter worship to this day.

The Easter Vigil in the 21st Century Church

It is a well-documented phenomenon that, in an age of spacecraft and computers, more and more Christians are longing to return to the quiet and contemplative worship forms of the early Church.  They are sensing a need to come into the presence of God whose love is above and beyond them.  They desire worship that communicates God’s transcendent majesty rather than trivializing him with folksy familiarity.  For this and a number of other reasons, the Easter Vigil is enjoying a comeback in the 21st century Christian Church.  With its quiet contemplation, slow-paced movement, and symbolic communication, the Easter Vigil is attractive to many Christians who are seeking a deeper and more thorough spirituality.  Especially in churches that take the Church Year seriously, the Easter Vigil seems to mark the high point of Holy Week and the turning point of the Christian Year.

The Easter Vigil Order of Worship

The Easter Vigil (sometimes called the Paschal Vigil) consists of four parts: the Service of Light, the Service of Readings (which is the actual Vigil), the Service of Baptism, and the Service of Holy Communion.  The service begins after darkness has fallen on Holy Saturday.  Ideally, the Vigil lasts through the night, with the baptisms taking place at dawn.  For practical reasons, however, an all-night vigil is seldom held today.

The Service of Light focuses the entire Vigil on Christ, the Light of the world (symbolized by the paschal candle) who overcame the darkness of sin and death by his resurrection.  The first song of the Vigil, the Exsultet, links our paschal feast with the first Passover and with God’s deliverance of Israel at the Red Sea.  The song introduces the theme of God’s saving acts in history, a theme that runs through the Service of Readings.

There are 12 Old Testament readings traditionally appointed for the Easter Vigil.  Most congregations use between four and seven, although Exodus 14:10-15:1 is invariably read.  Unhurried periods of silence for reflection follow each lesson and help identify the service as a vigil.

When no baptisms take place in the Vigil, the Service of Holy Baptism identifies baptism as one of God’s great acts of deliverance that has been applied to each individual Christian, connects baptism with Christ’s resurrection, and gives believers and opportunity to publicly confess the faith into which they have been baptized.

An atmosphere of solemn anticipation and meditation (as well as relative darkness) is maintained until the proclamation, “Alleluia! Christ is risen,” which marks the dramatic transition from darkness to light.  This is reflected in the pace of the service and in the music.  The tone for the rest of the service is one of solemn joy. The Vigil communion is relatively simple in form and style, since the chief celebration of Easter takes place on Easter morning.  The highest festivities and ceremonies are usually reserved for the main Easter morning service.
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church
Saturday of Holy Week

Belmont, California
7:30 p.m.

Service of Light

The congregation assembles in the church in darkness and silence.  All are given candles as they arrive.  At the invitation of the presiding minister, the congregation stands and turns to face the procession in the back of the church.

M:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

M:
On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

The minister speaks the following prayer:
M:
O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your faithful people with the fire of your love. Bless, we ask you, those who keep this joyful Easter festival.  Burning with desire for life with you, may we be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

The acolyte, holding the paschal candle, steps forward. The minister traces the cross and the Greek letters ( and ( (Alpha and Omega) upon it, saying:

M:
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega.

The minister traces the circle on the candle, saying:

M:
His are time and eternity; his are the glory and dominion, now and forever.

The minister makes the sign of the cross over the image of Christ on the candle, saying:

M:
By his wounds we are healed now and forever.

The minister lights the paschal candle from the flame of the last Tenebrae candle.

M:
May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds.

The minister speaks the following prayer:

M:
Almighty and most merciful God, once we were in darkness, but now we are light in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Bless abundantly all who joyfully celebrate this night in faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Fill them with your heavenly blessing in him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

All light their candles from the flames taken from the paschal candle.  Tip your candle to receive the flame, and hold it straight to pass on the flame.

The acolyte holds the candle high, and the minister and congregation sing in turn:
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M:       The    light     of      Christ.

C:     Thanks  be       to      God.

The congregation turns toward the front of the church as the procession passes by.  The procession stops halfway to the chancel.  The acolyte holds the candle high, and the minister and congregation sing:
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M:       The    light     of      Christ.

C:     Thanks  be       to      God.
(Turn the page quietly)

The procession continues to the chancel.  The acolyte holds the candle high, and the minister and congregation sing:
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M:           The    light   of     Christ.

C:        Thanks  be      to     God.

EASTER PROCLAMATION


Exsultet

M:
Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King.  Rejoice, too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished.  Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful people.

M:
The Lord be with you.
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C:         And   al  -  so  with  you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.
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C:
        We     lift   them    up      to  the  Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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C: 
       It     is  right  to  give him thanks  and    praise.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places, with all our hearts and minds and voices, praise you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, and your one and only Son, Jesus Christ.


For he is the true Paschal Lamb, who offered himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of his precious blood.


This is the night when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the Red Sea on dry ground.


This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality.


This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of night.


Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave you gave your Son.


How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away.


How holy is this night when innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast.


How blessed is this night when man is reconciled to God in Christ.


Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and praise.


Let Christ, the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C:         A   -   men.

Extinguish your candles and then be seated.
(Turn the page quietly)

Service of Readings

M:
On this most holy night, our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by his resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for he truly keeps his word. The sun of righteousness has dawned on those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death.

Four Old Testament Lessons are read.  The first reading reminds us of the perfect existence that will be restored to us in heaven.  The other readings tell of God’s great acts of deliverance in history, each prefiguring God’s greatest act of deliverance in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  A lengthy period of silence for meditation and prayer follows the first three readings.

FIRST LESSON
Genesis 1:1-2:3



The perfection of God’s original creation

Silence for meditation follows the Lesson.

M:
Let us pray.


Almighty God, you most wonderfully created human nature and yet more wonderfully redeemed it. By your mercy renew us in the image of him who came to share our humanity, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

SECOND LESSON
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13



The Flood

Silence for meditation follows the Lesson.

M:
Let us pray.


O Lord, whose wrath burned against the evil of humanity, you kill and bring again to life according to your own purpose; you brought the flood on a wicked and perverse generation and yet saved faithful Noah and his family. Gather your elect into your Church and so complete your work of mercy, that the ends of the earth may know your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

THIRD LESSON
Exodus 14:10-15:1a



Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea

Silence for meditation follows the Lesson.

M:
Let us pray.

O God, you once delivered your people Israel from slavery under Pharaoh and led them safely through the Red Sea. By this you gave us a picture of our Baptism. Lead us always to rejoice in your baptismal promise that we may live in its grace and declare to all people your desire to make them children of Abraham; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

FOURTH LESSON
Daniel 3:1-29

The three men delivered from the fiery furnace

The canticle, “All You Works of the Lord,” follows the Fourth Lesson.  The canticle is printed on the next page.  Please stand when the organist introduces the canticle.



(Turn the page quietly)

ALL YOU WORKS OF THE LORD


Benedicite Omnia Opera

Please stand when the organist introduces the canticle.

M:
All you works of the Lord, bless the Lord.


Praise him and magnify him forever.


You angels of the Lord, bless the Lord;


you heavens, bless the Lord;


all you powers of the Lord, bless the Lord—
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C:        Praise him        and      mag - ni  -  fy     him      for    -    ev    -   er.

M: 
You sun and moon, bless the Lord;


you stars of heaven, bless the Lord;


you showers and dew, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
You winds of God, bless the Lord;


you fire and heat, bless the Lord;


you winter and summer, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
You dews and frost, bless the Lord;


you frost and cold, bless the Lord;


you ice and snow, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
You nights and days, bless the Lord;


you light and darkness, bless the Lord;


you lightning and clouds, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
Let the earth bless the Lord:


you mountains and hills, bless the Lord;


all you green things that grow on the earth, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
You wells and springs, bless the Lord;


you rivers and seas, bless the Lord;


you whales and all who move in the seas, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
All you birds of the air, bless the Lord;


all you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord;


all you children of mortals, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
You people of God, bless the Lord;


you priests of the Lord, bless the Lord;


you servants of the Lord, bless the Lord—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

M: 
You spirits and souls of the righteous, bless the Lord;


you pure and humble of heart, bless the Lord;


let us bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit—

C:
Praise him and magnify him forever.

After the canticle, please be seated.

Service of Holy Baptism

M:
On this holiest of days, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls his death and burial, rejoicing in the gospel of his glorious resurrection from the dead. Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul says: “Don’t you


(Turn the page quietly)


know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through Baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”



(Romans 6:3-11, NIV)
HYMN
All Who Believe and Are Baptized


Christian Worship #299
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After the hymn, please stand.

M:
In Holy Baptism God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ, our Lord. We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?

C:
Yes, and I ask God to help me.

M:
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
C:
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

M:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?

C:
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

M:
Do believe in the Holy Spirit?

C:
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

M:
Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

C:
Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

M:
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.

C:
Amen.


(Turn the page quietly)

Service of Holy Communion

The church bell is rung, the lights of the church are fully lit, and the minister and congregation proclaim:

M:
ALLELUIA!  CHRIST IS RISEN!

C:
HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA!

HYMN OF PRAISE
This Is the Feast of Victory



Christian Worship #265

Please use the hymnal for this hymn and the remaining hymns in tonight’s service.

During the hymn, the presiding minister changes from a purple stole, representing the season of Lent, into a white stole, representing the season of Easter.  He also vests in a chasuble, a vestment historically worn for the celebration of Holy Communion.

The altar candles are lighted from the paschal candle during the hymn.

GOSPEL
Matthew 27:62-28:7 or John 20:1-18

After the reading of the Gospel, the minister and congregation respond:

M:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C:          Praise   be   to  you,      O     Christ!

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Christ Is Arisen



Christian Worship #144
After the hymn, please stand.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord, preserve in all your people the Spirit of adoption which you have given, that they may serve you in faith and joy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.

PREFACE

M:
The Lord be with you.
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C:          And    al  -  so    with  you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.
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C:
        We      lift    them     up       to   the  Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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C: 
        It     is  right  to  give  him  thanks     and      praise.

M:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY


Sanctus
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C:        A             -            men.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD


Agnus Dei
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(continued on the next page)
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus comes to us with his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  By receiving the Lord’s Supper together, we also confess our complete oneness of faith with one another.  For this reason, we invite to the Lord’s Supper those who are members of this congregation and of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).  Those who have not yet had the opportunity to confess your oneness of faith through membership are invited to attend a course of instruction first so that you can learn more about what we believe and teach, and join us for the Lord’s Supper at a future date.  We do not want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our teachings before we have had an opportunity to do so.  Please speak with our pastor after the service to learn more about how you may join our communion fellowship.  For more information about our communion practice, please refer to the pamphlet, “Attending the Lord’s Supper,” that is available in the back of the church.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Like the Golden Sun Ascending



Christian Worship #147

If the hymn is finished before the entire congregation has received the Sacrament, the distribution continues with silence for meditation and prayer.

After the distribution, please stand at the presiding minister’s direction.

PRAYER

M:
We thank you, Lord, that you have nourished us with your Easter sacraments. Fill us with your Spirit, the Spirit of your love, that those whom you have satisfied with one heavenly bread may be united in one holy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.
BLESSING

M:
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and keep us.

C:
Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN
He Is Arisen! Glorious Word



Christian Worship #162

After the hymn, you may be seated.

A formal offering is not gathered as part of the Vigil.  If you have an offering, you may leave it in the offering plate near the church entrance as you are dismissed.


The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord

Tomorrow, Easter Sunday

Please join us tomorrow morning for worship and for Easter breakfast

as we continue our celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

If you do not intend to keep this service folder, please return it to an usher or leave it on a table in the back of the church so that we may use it again for next year’s Holy Saturday Easter Vigil service.  Thank you!

The order of worship is from Christian Worship: Occasional Services, © 2004 NPH.
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