Comments from the Commission on Worship 

Kentucky Triduum files

Some background information on Hope Lutheran Church is useful for those who review these services for ideas. Hope is a congregation that celebrates the Lord’s Supper every Sunday. When the sacrament is available to God’s people each Sunday, there is opportunity for extra special effort in those services of Holy Week that offer the sacrament. This explains, in part, the richness found in the Maundy Thursday and Easter Vigil services provided here.

For background information on the Triduum, see Christian Worship: Occasional Services (CWOS), pages 183-184. These pages include a comment that gives a rationale for all three services being included in one large worship folder: 

In keeping with their origins, the Triduum services are closely connected with each other.  Conceptually they are a single service that extends over the “three holy days.”  
This rationale is echoed in a Kentucky worship folder:

The three days that mark this climax of the Christian Year—Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday—have come to be known as the Triduum, or the Three Holy Days of Christendom. Together they form a unit. Therefore, as we celebrate these Three Holy Days, our worship will form a unit. What follows is a single service, celebrated over three days, which will take us through our Savior‘s sufferings to his glorious triumph on Easter. 

In parishes that do not wish to consider a Saturday evening/night Easter Vigil, note that several elements of a Vigil service may be used in an Easter sunrise service.

Where the idea of the Triduum is unfamiliar, a significant amount of education and explanation are valuable so that worshipers may appreciate the richness of the Triduum. Pastoral discretion will avoid “too much, too fast.”

Pastor Lange writes about these services:

Triduum 2006: This one is a pretty straightforward use of the materials in CWOS. Its value may be in having things formatted into a single worship folder for the three days. This service also includes an order for Seder on Maundy Thursday. [C/W comment: a Seder might be adapted for a Bible class rather than worship setting.]

Triduum 2007: The music in the Easter Vigil service is mostly from GIA. Note that several of these pieces may be used at other times of the church year.
· Exsultet, G-5297: details, PDF sample, audio excerpt 
· Psalm 136, G-4842: details, PDF sample, audio excerpt
· My Inheritance, G-4411 : details, PDF sample, audio excerpt  

· Song of Moses, G-4623: details, PDF sample, audio excerpt. Familiar to some from Sem.
· Cry Out with Joy, G-4602: details, PDF sample, audio excerpt. The audio excerpt is energetic gospel style, but this can be sung in a more straight manner and without heavy percussion to make it more usable in most WELS settings.  To avoid giving too much new music to the congregation in one service, a soloist could sing this with only the choir singing the refrain.
· All You Works of the Lord – is from CWOS

· Up from the Waters, G-4845: details, PDF sample, audio excerpt 


Triduum 2008: The music throughout this service comes from CWOS and from "Glory in the Cross: Music for the Easter Triduum" by Dan Schutte, from OCP Publications, edition #11480.
Review it or order a CD here.   (Since this music was originally composed for use in a Roman Catholic setting, not every resource in this volume will be usable in a Lutheran setting. The musical selections from this volume used in this Triduum service were canticles and songs that fit with the Order for Triduum as outlined in CWOS.)


I've also attached a presentation I did a year ago for our pastors' conference. It includes visual and artistic things we've done throughout the church year.
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