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The Services of Holy Week
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	Maundy Thursday – Introductory notes on page 3, order of service on page 4.
Good Friday – Introductory notes on page 13, order of service on page 14.

Holy Saturday – Introductory notes on page 25, order of service on page 27.


Introduction to the Triduum Services

The enormous significance of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection has always been the central focus of Christian worship.  Prior to the fourth century, Easter Day itself included all three emphases, but thereafter they were distributed over three days of special observance, which Saint Augustine called “the most holy Triduum of the crucified, buried, and risen Lord.”  The Latin term, Triduum, means “three days” and refers to the Holy Week services held on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.  These three days have long been understood as the climax of the church’s year.

Since the last half of the 20th century, Lutherans have been rediscovering the richness of the ancient Triduum and adapting the traditional services associated with it for use in evangelical Lutheran worship. Christian Worship: Occasional Services, a resource produced by the WELS Commission on Worship, includes these forms of the Triduum services:

· A Maundy Thursday communion service that includes the stripping of the altar;

· A Service of the Cross of Christ, intended for Good Friday afternoon;

· A Service of Darkness (Latin: Tenebrae), intended for Good Friday evening;

· The Great Vigil of Easter, an Easter Eve service intended for Holy Saturday.
In keeping with their origins, the Triduum services are closely connected with one another.  Conceptually they are a single service that extends over the “three holy days.”  This worship booklet emphasizes the interconnection of these services by combining our Holy Week services into a single worship booklet.
Maundy Thursday 

The name, Maundy Thursday, is based on the Latin phrase, novum mandatum, which means “new command” and refers to Jesus’ words to his disciples in John 13:34: “A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  The institution of the Lord’s Supper, the highlight of this day, sets forth the depth of Jesus’ love and gives power to the Church to live out his command.  The service begins with the sermon and an exhortation regarding the end of Lent.  This unusual arrangement allows the minister to explain the meaning of the Sacrament and the liturgical actions that are to take place so that they may proceed uninterruptedly and vividly from this evening through Good Friday to the Easter Vigil.  The action of ceremonially stripping the altar prepares the chancel and the congregation for Good Friday.
Good Friday
As the middle service of the Triduum, Good Friday is prepared for by Maundy Thursday.  In turn, it leads into the Easter Vigil.  The absence of a closing blessing the previous evening and again on Good Friday underscores the connectedness of the Triduum services.  Good Friday is not a “funeral” for Jesus, but an austere celebration of the Lamb of God and his sacrifice on our behalf.
Good Friday is the sole occasion in the church calendar on which the main service of the day is held in the afternoon, although that historic practice is not always feasible in our day and age.  The Service of the Cross is the traditional Good Friday afternoon service.  This service consists of two parts: (1) the Word and (2) the Meditation on the Cross.  The bare altar, symbolic of Christ, is the focus along with a large, rough-finished wood cross that is placed before it.  The service is highly meditative in nature and is celebrated simply and not hurried.  Although the Service of the Cross has historically been observed sometime during the “hours of the cross,” between noon and three o’clock, it may also be used in place of the Service of Darkness (Tenebrae) as an evening service.
The Service of Darkness developed from early morning monastic prayer services, but has come to be used as an evening service on Good Friday.  This service was not part of the historical services of the Triduum but has become valued as an evening service for Good Friday.  The service centers on a series of lessons, psalms, and liturgical texts that reflect on the Lord’s crucifixion and our repentance.  As the service progresses, the candles of a special sevenfold candelabrum are extinguished until only one remains.  This candle is not extinguished but is removed from the chancel, leaving the church in darkness.  The service is closed by a loud noise (known as the strepitus) that foreshadows the rending of Jesus’ tomb on Easter.  After the strepitus, the last candle, still burning, is returned to the chancel.  It thus anticipates the light of the paschal candle at the next evening’s vigil.  As with the prior Triduum services, this service ends without a final blessing.  The congregation leaves quietly to reassemble for the Easter Vigil.

Holy Saturday
The climax of the Triduum comes in the Vigil of Easter, a service of watching and waiting, using prayer, Scripture, and hymns.  The Vigil is composed of four parts: (1) the Service of Light, with its focus on the paschal candle, the representation of the unconquered life of Christ; (2) the Service of Lessons, with its use of Old Testament texts that foreshadowed our deliverance and rescue by Jesus; (3) the Service of Baptism, with its emphasis on our baptismal connection to Christ; and (4) the Service of Holy Communion, with its proclamation of the risen Savior and our blessed reconciliation to God.

The Easter Vigil is the most well known and historic of the Church’s vigils.  In fact, in its general structure, it is one of the church’s most ancient rites.  Early records indicate that it may have been celebrated in Jerusalem already by the second century, and it soon spread to the rest of the church.

The Vigil begins in darkness with the lighting of the paschal candle and the procession into the dark church.  Lighting remains dim through the Vigil until the church is fully illuminated at the joyous shout of “Christ is risen!”  The Service of Holy Communion is celebrated at the altar, which is now fully vested and decorated for Easter, bringing to a close the Triduum’s cycle of services.
	Please return this worship booklet after the services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday so that we may use it again for the next evening’s service.
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Maundy Thursday
Divine Service

April 1, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The Institution of Holy Communion

Notes on Tonight’s Worship
As with Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday marks a unique place in the church calendar.  Just as Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, so Maundy Thursday marks the end of Lenten preparation and the beginning of the three holy days of Christendom, called the Triduum (Latin for “three days,” referring to the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday).  Tonight’s service is the first in a series of three services celebrating these three special days.

To underscore the end of the Lenten time of preparation, and to recall Jesus’ discourse with his disciples at the beginning of the first Maundy Thursday (John 13-14), the sermon is placed at the beginning of the service.  The placement of the sermon provides a powerful preamble to the “Instruction for the End of Lent” and the confession of sins which follows.

Holy Communion is celebrated in the Maundy Thursday service.  Receiving Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins is always appropriate in worship, and especially on this night, the night on which Jesus instituted the Sacrament.

The post-communion portion of the service takes us from the upper room in Jerusalem where the disciples celebrated the Passover to the Garden of Gethsemane in preparation for Good Friday.  The altar, which is one of the most prominent symbols of Christ in the church, is solemnly stripped of its vestments in memory of the abandonment of Jesus in Gethsemane.  Psalm 88 is sung as the altar furnishings are removed.

The service ends in silence.  The congregation hears no closing blessing – yet.  Rather, the three services of the Triduum flow into one another as the congregation disperses in silence to reassemble for worship on Good Friday.

Holy Communion

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in tonight’s service.  We believe that God comes to us with forgiveness in very tangible means as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Because the Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the Lord’s Supper, and that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is a public statement of our complete oneness of faith, we invite to Holy Communion members of this congregation and guests who are members of sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).  If you are a guest who is not from a church of our fellowship and you would like to commune with us in the future, please speak to our pastor and he would be happy to explain what that entails.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them.  We look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you.  For more information about our communion practice, please refer to the pamphlet titled “Attending the Lord’s Supper” that is available in the back of the church.

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Maundy Thursday

PRELUDE

BELL PEAL

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
When You Woke that Thursday Morning


Christian Worship: Supplement #717

STAND as the hymn is introduced and face the processional cross in the back of the church.  Turn to the front of the church as the cross is carried past your pew to the chancel, where it stands as a symbol of the theme and focus of Christian worship.

INVOCATION
Minister:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation:
Amen.
BE SEATED
SERMON
Based on Luke 22:18-20

Lent Sermon Series Theme:

The Places of the Passion

Tonight’s Sermon Theme:

The Passover Table—The Place for the New Covenant

STAND at the conclusion of the sermon.

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 
M:
In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior.


Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 


We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 


In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M:
Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
C: 
Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.


I am truly sorry for my sins.


I repent of them.


I beg for your mercy, O Lord.


Silence for meditation.
M:
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

C:
Cleanse me from my sins.


Release me from my guilt.


Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.
M:
The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all.  For his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.

C:
Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
Let us pray.


Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

BE SEATED

FIRST LESSON
Exodus 12:1-14

The Passover 
PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 116


Christian Worship Supplement, page 104
The minister introduces the refrain and the congregation repeats the refrain at the beginning of the psalm.

The psalm is then sung responsively by verse.

SECOND LESSON
Hebrews 10:15-25

The New Covenant 
STAND

GOSPEL
Luke 20:7-20

The Lord’s Supper 
After the Gospel is announced:
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Praise be to you,
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   C:     Praise      be    to    you,       O     Christ!

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior


Christian Worship #313

OFFERING

The ushers will distribute an attendance register to each pew before the offering is gathered.

Please sign the register and then pass it to the others in your pew to sign.  Thank you.

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:
Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God, pictured in the ancient Passover feast, now giving your own body and pouring out your own blood in Holy Communion.  The Passover lamb assured the Israelites of your Father’s promise to deliver them from death.

C:
Strengthen our belief that the bread is your real body and the wine is your real blood, given to us for our forgiveness, life, and salvation.
M:
Prepare us to receive this sacrament remembering your death and repenting of our sins.

C:
Unite us by our oneness of faith throughout this congregation and our synod, and love us to the end that we may love others as you have loved us.
M:
We rejoice in our fellow believers who have been instructed in your Word and confirmed in the Lutheran faith, who are properly prepared to receive Holy Communion. 

C:
Equip them with every spiritual blessing for doing your will.

M:
We pray for those absent from the sacrament because of their own neglect. 

C:
Call them in your mercy to return and renew their faith.
M:
Keep in your care those unable to receive the sacrament often because they are homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned, serving in the military, or otherwise separated from the fellowship of believers. Encourage them so that they do not lose hope.

C:
Be gracious to us all and nourish us with this feast, that we remain faithful unto death, and become partakers of the wedding feast of the Lamb.  Amen.
PREFACE

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,


who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross,

so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.


Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ~ Sanctus
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M:
Blessed are you, O Lord, because you have brought us from death to life. 


With humble and repentant hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ,



who became our Substitute under your holy law,



who destroyed the works of the devil by his perfect obedience to your will,



who willingly carried the cross to pay the debt of the world’s sin,



who lives and reigns to give us life.


Through his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, forgive our sins and strengthen us for our journey heavenward.  Unite us to our crucified and risen Lord, that we may believe in him, confess him, call on his name, and finally be delivered from this world to the feast of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your name,



your kingdom come,



your will be done




on earth as in heaven.


Give us today our daily bread.


Forgive us our sins,



as we forgive those




who sin against us. 


Lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.


For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours



now and forever.  Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD ~ Agnus Dei
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BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward via the center aisle at the direction of the ushers.  The minister will place the host in the palm of your hand.  You may receive the cup either with an individual cup or with the chalice.  If you commune with an individual cup, hold it after you have communed in a way that the minister with the chalice can see that you have already received the cup.

If you commune with the chalice, please assist the minister with the chalice by guiding the chalice to your mouth with your hand(s).  Return to your seat via the side aisle.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 



Christian Worship #135

The distribution hymn begins a few minutes after the distribution has started.

The congregation will sing as many stanzas of the hymn as time permits.

STAND at the presiding minister’s direction after the distribution is finished.
PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

BE SEATED

HYMN
O Lord, We Praise You



Christian Worship #317, stanzas 1-2

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The altar is stripped of all its furnishings in token of Jesus’ abandonment by his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane.

As the altar furnishings are removed, Psalm 88 is sung.

PSALM 88

The congregation observes the stripping of the altar as the cantor sings the psalm.
O Lord, the God who saves me, day and night I cry out before you.  May my prayer come before you; turn your ear to my cry.  For my soul is full of trouble and my life draws near the grave.  I am counted among those who go down to the pit; I am like a man without strength.  I am set apart with the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave, whom you remember no more, who are cut off from your care.

You have put in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths.  Your wrath lies heavily upon me; you have overwhelmed me with all your waves.  You have taken from me my closest friends and have made me repulsive to them.  I am confined and cannot escape; my eyes are dim with grief.

I call to you, O Lord, every day; I spread out my hands to you.  Do you show your wonders to the dead?  Do those who are dead rise up and praise you?  Is your love declared in the grave, your faithfulness in destruction?  Are your wonders known in the place of darkness, or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?

But I cry to you for help, O Lord; in the morning my prayer comes before you.  Why, O Lord, do you reject me and hid your face from me?

From my youth I have been afflicted and close to death; I have suffered your terrors and am in despair.  Your wrath has swept over me; your terrors have destroyed me.  All day long they surround me like a flood; they have completely engulfed me.  You have taken my companions and my loved ones from me; the darkness is my closest friend.

At the conclusion of the psalm, the church is darkened, and the congregation leaves the church in silence.  There will not be a formal dismissal by the ushers.  Please do not converse with one another inside or outside the church.

You may remain a few moments for silent prayer and meditation if you desire.  May the Lord bless your meditation.

	Please return this worship booklet after the service

so that we may use it again for the next evening’s service.
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Good Friday 

Service of Darkness

April 2, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The Crucifixion of Our Lord

Notes on Tonight’s Worship

Tonight the church remembers the crucifixion of our Lord.  Our remembrance, while solemn, is not a message of gloom, but the awe-filled adoration of the Son of God as he offers up his life as the Lamb of God.  Good Friday is part of the larger celebration of the mystery of salvation begun yesterday (Maundy Thursday) and culminating at the Great Vigil of Easter tomorrow evening (Holy Saturday).  Worship on Good Friday is not a funeral service for Jesus, but an austere time of reflection, intercession, adoration of the Lamb of God, and quiet meditation.  We gather to celebrate the sacrifice of the cross.

The word tenebrae (TEN-e-bray) means “darkness.”  The service we use tonight originated in medieval monasticism as part of the monks’ Daily Office, i.e. daily prayer services, and was used during Holy Week.  The order of worship centers on a series of Psalms and other Scripture lessons that focus on our Lord’s crucifixion, and repentance over the sin that necessitated it.

In the chancel burns a seven-fold candelabra in the shape of a cross.  The candles will be extinguished as the service progresses, darkening the chancel area.  At the end of the service, the final candle of the candelabra is removed from the chancel leaving the church in tenebrae for silent prayer.  The service is closed by a loud noise called the strepitus, meaning “to strike” or “to sound,” that foreshadows Christ rending from his tomb in triumph at his resurrection.  The final candle, which is still burning, is returned to its place at the end of the service before the congregation departs the church.

The mood of the service is most solemn, encouraging the worshipers to reflect deeply upon their own life in the light of the Passion of our Lord.  No closing blessing is pronounced and the congregation disperses into the night, leaving the darkened church in silence, yet remembering the Light which lingers and casts hope through the gloom of Good Friday.
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Good Friday

BELL TOLL

STAND at the presiding minister’s direction.
INVOCATION

Minister:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation:
Amen.

GOSPEL
John 19:17-30


The crucifixion and death of Jesus 

BE SEATED

PSALMS FOR THE PASSION

Three psalms with various predictions of Jesus’ suffering – Psalms 22, 31, and 69 – are sung.

All of the psalms are sung in the following manner:

The refrain is introduced once by the cantor and then repeated by the congregation.

The cantor sings the verses.  The congregation sings the refrains.

The psalms begin on the next page.  Please turn the pages of the service booklet quietly.

PSALM 22
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me?

I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by men and despised by the people.

All who see me mock me;
they hurl insults, shaking their heads:

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”

Refrain

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
you lay me in the dust of death.

A band of evil men has encircled me,
they have pierced my hands and my feet.

They divide my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.

But you, O LORD, be not far off;
O my Strength, come quickly to help me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me?

I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by men and despised by the people.

All who see me mock me;
they hurl insults, shaking their heads:

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”

Refrain

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
you lay me in the dust of death.

A band of evil men has encircled me,
they have pierced my hands and my feet.

They divide my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.

But you, O LORD, be not far off;
O my Strength, come quickly to help me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




The first candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation and prayer follows the psalm.

PSALM 31
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In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be / put to shame;
deliver me in your / righteousness.
Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my / rescue;
be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to / save me.

Since you are my rock and my / fortress,
for the sake of your name lead and / guide me.
Free me from the trap that is / set for me,
for you are my / refuge.

Refrain

Into your hands I commit my / spirit;
redeem me, O LLORD, the / God of truth.
I hate those who cling to worthless / idols;
[ trust / in the LORD.

I will be glad and rejoice / in your love,
for you saw my affliction and knew the anguish / of my soul.
You have not handed me over to the / enemy
but have set my feet in a / spacious place.

Refrain
Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am / in distress:

my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and my body / with grief.
My life is consumed by anguish and my years by / groaning;

my strength fails because of my affliction, and my / bones grow weak.

But I trust in / you, O LORD;
I say, “You / are my God.”
My times are / in your hands;
deliver me from my enemies and from those who pur- / sue me.

Refrain

[Love the LORD, / all his saints!
The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays / back in full.
Be strong / and take heart,
all you who hope / in the LLORD.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

Refrain
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In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be / put to shame;
deliver me in your / righteousness.
Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my / rescue;
be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to / save me.

Since you are my rock and my / fortress,
for the sake of your name lead and / guide me.
Free me from the trap that is / set for me,
for you are my / refuge.

Refrain

Into your hands I commit my / spirit;
redeem me, O LLORD, the / God of truth.
I hate those who cling to worthless / idols;
[ trust / in the LORD.

I will be glad and rejoice / in your love,
for you saw my affliction and knew the anguish / of my soul.
You have not handed me over to the / enemy
but have set my feet in a / spacious place.

Refrain
Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am / in distress:

my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and my body / with grief.
My life is consumed by anguish and my years by / groaning;

my strength fails because of my affliction, and my / bones grow weak.

But I trust in / you, O LORD;
I say, “You / are my God.”
My times are / in your hands;
deliver me from my enemies and from those who pur- / sue me.

Refrain

[Love the LORD, / all his saints!
The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays / back in full.
Be strong / and take heart,
all you who hope / in the LLORD.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

Refrain




The second candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation and prayer follows the psalm.

PSALM 69
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Save me, O God,

for the waters have come up to my neck.

Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs of my head;

many are my enemies without cause, those who seek to destroy me.

May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O LORD Almighty;
may those who seek you not be put to shame because of me, O God of Israel.

For zeal for your house consumes me,
and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.

Answer me, O LORD, out of the goodness of your love;
in your great mercy turn to me.

Refrain

They put gall in my food
and gave me vinegar for my thirst.

The LORD hears the needy
and does not despise his captive people.

Let heaven and earth praise him,
the seas and all that move in them,

for God will save Zion
and rebuild the cities of Judah.

I will praise God’s name in song
and glorify him with thanksgiving.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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Save me, O God,

for the waters have come up to my neck.

Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs of my head;

many are my enemies without cause, those who seek to destroy me.

May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O LORD Almighty;
may those who seek you not be put to shame because of me, O God of Israel.

For zeal for your house consumes me,
and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.

Answer me, O LORD, out of the goodness of your love;
in your great mercy turn to me.

Refrain

They put gall in my food
and gave me vinegar for my thirst.

The LORD hears the needy
and does not despise his captive people.

Let heaven and earth praise him,
the seas and all that move in them,

for God will save Zion
and rebuild the cities of Judah.

I will praise God’s name in song
and glorify him with thanksgiving.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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The third candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation and prayer follows the psalm.
LESSON
Isaiah 52:13-53:12


Isaiah’s prophecy of the Passion 

The fourth candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation and prayer follows the lesson.

HYMN OF THE DAY
A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 


Christian Worship #100
STAND as the hymn is introduced.

BE SEATED at the hymn’s conclusion.

REPROACHES

Minister:
Thus says the Lord:

What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended you?

Answer me.

For I have raised you up out of the prison house of sin and death,

and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged.

For I have redeemed you from the house of bondage,

and you have nailed your Savior to the cross.

O my people!

Cantor:
Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God,

holy and most merciful Redeemer,

God eternal, leave us not to bitter death.
O Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:
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(continued on the next page…)
[image: image25.png]All sins you car-ried for

else had de-spair reigned o’er us

us,



[image: image26.png]I
o

sus!

Je

mer - cy on us,

Have




Minister:
Thus says the Lord:

What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended you?

Answer me.
For I have conquered all your foes,

and you have given me over and delivered me to those who persecute me.

For I have fed you with my Word and refreshed you with living water,

and you have given me gall and vinegar to drink.

O my people!

Cantor:
Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God,

holy and most merciful Redeemer,

God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of death and hell.

O Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:
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Minister:
Thus says the Lord:

What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended you?

Answer me.

What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?

When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?

My people, is this how you thank your God?

O my people!

Cantor:
Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God,

holy and most merciful Redeemer,

God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith.

O Lord, have mercy.

Congregation:
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SERMON
Luke 23:39-43 

Lenten Sermon Series Theme:

The Places of the Passion
Sermon Theme:

Golgotha—A Place of Injustice
STAND
SONG OF MARY
Luke 1:46-55
The Song of Mary is the traditional canticle associated with Evening Prayer (Vespers).
The cantor sings stanzas 1 and 3.
The congregation sings stanzas 2 and 4.
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BE SEATED
The fifth candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation and prayer follows the canticle.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Philippians 2:8-9

M:
Christ became obedient for us unto death,


even death on a cross.

Therefore God has exalted him to the highest place,


and given him the name that is above every name.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your name,



your kingdom come,



your will be done




on earth as in heaven.


Give us today our daily bread.


Forgive us our sins,



as we forgive those




who sin against us. 


Lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.


For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours



now and forever.  Amen.

The sixth candle is extinguished.
OFFERING

The ushers will distribute an attendance register to each pew before the offering is gathered.

Please sign the register and then pass it to the others in your pew to sign.  Thank you.

HYMN
Rest, O Christ, from All Your Labors

Christian Worship: Supplement #718
After the hymn, the seventh candle is removed from the candelabra and carried out of the chancel.

The church is completely darkened.

The minister speaks the Prayer of the Day, printed on the next page.  Please turn the page quietly.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross.  Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Silence for meditation follows the prayer.

A loud noise is sounded to break the silence.

The last candle is returned to its place as the anthem is sung.
ANTHEM
Lord, Let At Last Your Angels Come

Lord, let at last your angels come


To Abram’s bosom bear me home


That I may die unfearing.

And in its narrow chamber keep,


My body safe in peaceful sleep


Until your reappearing.

And then from death awaken me,


That my own eyes with joy may see

O Son of God, your glorious face,


My Savior and my Fount of grace.

Lord Jesus Christ,


My prayer attend, my prayer attend,


And I will praise you without end.

At the conclusion of the anthem, the outside lights of the church are lit, and the congregation leaves the church in silence.  There will not be a formal dismissal by the ushers.  Please do not converse with one another inside or outside the church.

You may remain a few moments for silent prayer and meditation if you desire.  May the Lord bless your meditation.

	Please return this worship booklet after the service

so that we may use it again for the next evening’s service.
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Holy Saturday 

The Great Vigil of Easter

April 3, 2010

7:30 p.m.

The Resurrection of Our Lord

Notes on Tonight’s Worship

The Concept of a Vigil

A vigil is an evening service of Scripture readings and prayers in which believers vigilantly and eagerly wait and watch for the celebration of the Savior’s deliverance.  Old Testament believers waited through the night of the Passover for God to deliver them from the Egyptians.  The midnight worship reported in Acts 20:7-12 is another example of late-night waiting and watching.  One might say that our Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve services are vigils of sorts.  Coming together for a vigil helps believers practice waiting patiently for God to reveal his will in his own good time.

The History of the Easter Vigil

The Easter Vigil is the most well known and historic of the Church’s vigils.  In fact, in its general structure, it is one of the most ancient rites of the Christian Church.  Early records indicate that it may have been celebrated in Jerusalem already by the second century, and it soon spread to the rest of the church.

From its beginnings, the Easter Vigil was closely connected to Holy Baptism.  In the pagan world, a conversion to Christianity meant making a clean break from one’s former life style.  It also meant facing difficult times, perhaps even death.  The instruction of adults was, therefore, intensive and thorough, practical as well as intellectual.  The instruction intensified during the season of Lent, as catechumens pondered not only the Savior’s battle with evil, but also their own battle with Satan and his forces.  The instruction culminated with baptism at the Easter Vigil.  The timing was natural, of course:

“All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:3-4).

As the tide of adult conversions waned in Europe, and infant baptism became the norm, the purpose and understanding of the Vigil faded.  Eventually, virtually all baptisms took place at times other than the Vigil.  By the time of the Lutheran Reformation, the Vigil had fallen into disuse, although the Vigil continued uninterrupted in the Eastern Orthodox Church and remains a high point of Easter worship to this day.

The Easter Vigil in the 21st Century Church

It is a well-documented phenomenon that, in our digital and technological age, more and more Christians long to return to the quiet and contemplative worship forms of the early Church.  They are sensing a need to come into the presence of God whose love is above and beyond them.  They desire worship that communicates God’s transcendent majesty rather than trivializing him with folksy familiarity.  For this and a number of other reasons, the Easter Vigil is enjoying a comeback in the twenty-first century Christian Church.  With its quiet contemplation, slow-paced movement, and symbolic communication, the Easter Vigil is attractive to many Christians who are seeking a deeper and more thorough spirituality.  Especially in churches that take the Church Year seriously, the Easter Vigil seems to mark the high point of Holy Week and the turning point of the Christian Year.
The Easter Vigil Order of Worship

The Easter Vigil (sometimes called the Paschal Vigil) consists of four parts: the Service of Light, the Service of Readings (which is the actual vigil), the Service of Baptism, and the Service of Holy Communion.  The service begins after darkness has fallen on Holy Saturday.  Ideally, the Vigil lasts through the night, with the baptisms taking place at dawn.  For practical reasons, however, an all-night vigil is seldom held today.

The Service of Light focuses the entire Vigil on Christ, the Light of the world (symbolized by the paschal candle), who overcame the darkness of sin and death by his resurrection.  The first song of the Vigil, the Exsultet (meaning “rejoice”), links our paschal feast with the first Passover and with God’s deliverance of Israel at the Red Sea.  The song introduces the theme of God’s saving acts in history, a theme that runs through the Service of Readings.

There are twelve Old Testament readings appointed for the Easter Vigil.  Most congregations use four or seven readings, although Exodus 14:10-15:1 is invariably read.  Unhurried periods of silence for reflection follow the canticle after each lesson; the times of silence help to identify the service as a vigil.

When no baptisms take place in the Vigil, the Service of Holy Baptism identifies baptism as one of God’s great acts of deliverance that has been applied to each individual Christian, connects baptism with Christ’s resurrection, and gives believers an opportunity to publicly confess the faith into which they have been baptized.

An atmosphere of solemn anticipation and meditation (as well as relative darkness) is maintained until the proclamation, “Alleluia! Christ is risen,” which marks the dramatic transition from darkness to light.  This is reflected in the pace of the service and in the music.  The tone for the rest of the service is one of solemn joy.  The Vigil’s Service of Holy Communion is relatively simple in form and style, since the chief celebration of Easter takes place on Easter morning.  The highest festivities and ceremonies are usually reserved for the main Easter morning service.
Holy Communion

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in tonight’s service.  We believe that God comes to us with forgiveness in very tangible means as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Because the Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the Lord’s Supper, and that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is a public statement of our complete oneness of faith, we invite to Holy Communion members of this congregation and guests who are members of sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).  If you are a guest who is not from a church of our fellowship and you would like to commune with us in the future, please speak to our pastor and he would be happy to explain what that entails.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them.  We look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you.  For more information about our communion practice, please refer to the pamphlet titled “Attending the Lord’s Supper” that is available in the back of the church.
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Holy Saturday

Service of Light
The congregation assembles in the church in darkness and silence.  All are given candles as they arrive.

STAND at the presiding minister’s invitation and face the processional group in the back of the church.

INVOCATION
Minister:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation:
Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

M:
On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer.  This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory over death.


Let us pray.


O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your faithful people with the fire of your love.  Bless, we ask you, those who keep this joyful Easter festival.  Burning with desire for life with you, may we be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE
The minister traces the Greek letters ( (Alpha) and ( (Omega) on the paschal candle, saying:

M:
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever,



the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega.

The minister traces the circle on the candle, saying:

M:
His are time and eternity; his are the glory and dominion, now and forever.

The minister makes the sign of the cross over the image of Christ on the candle, saying:

M:
By his wounds we are healed now and forever.

The minister lights the paschal candle from the flame of the last Tenebrae candle.

M:
May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead,


scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds.

The minister speaks the following prayer:

M:
Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, once we were in darkness, but now we are light in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Abundantly bless all who joyfully celebrate this night in faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Fill them with your heavenly blessing in him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The congregation lights its candles from flames taken from the paschal candle.

Tip your candle to receive the flame, and hold it straight to pass on the flame.

Please turn the page quietly before lighting your candle.

PROCESSION OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE

After the congregation’s individual candles are lit, the paschal is held high,

and the minister and congregation sing in turn:
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M:
The    light     of      Christ.
C:
 Thanks  be      to       God.
The congregation turns toward the front of the church as the procession passes.

The procession stops halfway to the chancel.

The candle is held high, and the minister and congregation sing in turn:
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M:
The    light     of      Christ.
C:
 Thanks  be      to       God.
The procession continues to the chancel.

The candle is held high, and the minister and congregation sing in turn:

[image: image43.png]o4k
1\%‘5 H @ [ ] - o0
The light of Christ.




M:
The    light   of    Christ.
C:
 Thanks  be     to      God.
The paschal candle is placed into its stand at the front of the center aisle.

EASTER PROCLAMATION ~ Exsultet

The minister sings:

M:
Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King.  Rejoice, too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished.  Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful people.

The minister and congregation say:

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places, with all our hearts and minds and voices, praise you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, and your one and only Son, Jesus Christ, for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who offered himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of his precious blood.

This is the night when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the Red Sea on dry ground.  This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality.  This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead.  The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of night.

Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave you gave your Son.  How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away.  How holy is this night when innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast.  How blessed is this night when man is reconciled to God in Christ.

Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and praise.  Let Christ, the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

Extinguish your candles carefully.  Please take care to keep the melted wax from staining the pews.
BE SEATED

Service of Lessons
EXHORTATION
M:
On this most holy night, our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by his resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation.  Let us praise the Lord, for he truly keeps his word.  The sun of righteousness has dawned on those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death.

FIRST LESSON
Genesis 1:1-2:3


The perfection of God’s original creation

RESPONSE
Psalm 136

The congregation sings the following refrain after each verse.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Give thanks to the God of gods.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords.

To him who alone does great wonders,

Who by his understanding made the heavens,

Who spread out the earth upon the waters,

Who made the great lights –

The sun to govern the days,

The moon and stars to govern the night.

To the One who remembered us in our low estate

And freed us from our enemies,

And who gives food to every creature.

Give thanks to the God of heaven.

SILENT MEDITATION
PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.


Almighty God, you most wonderfully created human nature and yet more wonderfully redeemed it.  By your mercy renew us in the image of him who came to share our humanity, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

SECOND LESSON
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13


The Flood

RESPONSE
Psalm 46

The psalm is sung responsively by verse.
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God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

Refrain

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God 1s within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.

“Be still, and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




God is our refuge and strength,


an ever-present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way


and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam


and the mountains quake with their surging.
(continued on the next page…)
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God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

Refrain

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God 1s within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.

“Be still, and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 


the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God is within her, she will not fall;


God will help her at break of day.

“Be still, and know that I am God;


I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Refrain

SILENT MEDITATION

PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.


O Lord, whose wrath burned against the evil of humanity, you kill and bring again to life according to your own purpose; you brought the flood on a wicked and perverse generation and yet saved faithful Noah and his family.  Gather your elect into your Church and so complete your work of mercy, that the ends of the earth may know your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

THIRD LESSON
Exodus 14:10-15:1a



Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea

RESPONSE
Song of Moses from Exodus 15
The first refrain is sung by the minister and repeated by the congregation.

The congregation sings the refrain throughout the canticle.
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the Lord 1S our sal - va - tion.

1 Who is like you, O Lord our God,
Majestic and holy, radiant in glory, working wonders for your people?
You have brought us through water, through death unto life,
Redeemed by your mighty hand.

Refrain

2 Your unfailing love has shattered all our foes,
Cast down those who stand against your name.
Nations shake with fear as you lead your people to your holy dwelling.
And there forever on the mountain of the Lord
Your people will live and rejoice:

Refrain

Text: Exodus 15; Paraphrase Keith Wessel, b. 1965.
Tune: © 2006 Lynn L. Petersen, b. 1962. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




SILENT MEDITATION

PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.


O God, you once delivered your people Israel from slavery under Pharaoh and led them safely through the Red Sea.  By this you gave us a picture of our Baptism.  Lead us always to rejoice in your baptismal promise that we may live in its grace and declare to all people your desire to make them children of Abraham; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:
Amen.

FOURTH LESSON
Daniel 3:1-29


The three men delivered from the fiery furnace

RESPONSE
All You Works of the Lord

The congregation sings the refrains of the canticle.

All you works of the Lord, bless the Lord.


Praise him and magnify him forever.


You angels of the Lord, bless the Lord;


you heavens, bless the Lord;


all you powers of the Lord, bless the Lord—
Refrain
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You sun and moon, bless the Lord;


you stars of heaven, bless the Lord;


you showers and dew, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
You winds of God, bless the Lord;


you fire and heat, bless the Lord;


you winter and summer, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
You dews and frost, bless the Lord;


you frost and cold, bless the Lord;


you ice and snow, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
You nights and days, bless the Lord;


you light and darkness, bless the Lord;


you lightning and clouds, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
Let the earth bless the Lord:


you mountains and hills, bless the Lord;


all you green things that grow on the earth, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
You wells and springs, bless the Lord;


you rivers and seas, bless the Lord;


you whales and all who move in the seas, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
All you birds of the air, bless the Lord;


all you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord;


all you children of mortals, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
You people of God, bless the Lord;


you priests of the Lord, bless the Lord;


you servants of the Lord, bless the Lord—


Refrain 
 
You spirits and souls of the righteous, bless the Lord;


you pure and humble of heart, bless the Lord;


let us bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit—


Refrain 
SILENT MEDITATION

PRAYER

M:
Let us pray.


O God, your Son protected Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace of the king.  Grant us protection in our time of testing that we would boldly confess your name, reject all false worship, and live and die in confidence, knowing that we are safe in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Service of Holy Baptism
BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE
M:
On this holiest of nights, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls his death and burial, rejoicing in the gospel of his glorious resurrection from the dead.  Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection.

The apostle Paul says in Romans chapter six: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through Baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with him in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 
HYMN
All Who Believe and Are Baptized


Christian Worship #299
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STAND
CONFESSION OF FAITH
M:
In Holy Baptism God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ, our Lord.  We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?

C:
Yes, and I ask God to help me.

M:
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?

C:
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth. 

M:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?

C:
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,




who was conceived by the Holy Spirit




born of the virgin Mary,




suffered under Pontius Pilate,




was crucified, died and was buried.



He descended into hell.



The third day he rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven




and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.



From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

M:
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

C:
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy Christian Church,




the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting.  Amen.

M:
Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

C:
Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

M:
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.

C:
Amen.

Service of Holy Communion
After a brief silence, the church bell is rung, the church is fully lit, and the resurrection is announced.

RESURRECTION ANNOUNCEMENT
M:
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C:
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

During the following canticle, the altar candles are lit.

The minister changes from a purple stole, symbolic of the season of Lent,
into a white stole and chasuble, symbolic of the season of Easter. 

THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY ~ Dignus est Agnus
Christian Worship #265

Refrain
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Verses
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Let us pray.

O God, you made this most holy night shine with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord.  Preserve in all your people the Spirit of adoption which you have given, that they may serve you in faith and joy; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

REMAIN STANDING

GOSPEL
John 20:1-18

After the Gospel is announced:
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After the Gospel is read:
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BE SEATED
HYMN OF THE DAY
Christ Is Arisen



Christian Worship #144
STAND

PREFACE

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son,

the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world

and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ~ Sanctus
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M:
Blessed are you, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By your Son’s victory over the grave, death’s reign is ended, heaven is opened, and the payment for sin is complete. 

We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son. 

We marvel at the depth of your love and stand in awe of your power.
We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race. 

We gratefully receive the grace and strength you give us in this Sacrament. 

Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed through your Son’s body and blood,

and to live a life worthy of your name; through Jesus Christ, our risen and ascended Lord.
C:
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:
Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your name,



your kingdom come,



your will be done




on earth as in heaven.


Give us today our daily bread.


Forgive us our sins,



as we forgive those




who sin against us. 


Lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.


For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours



now and forever.  Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD ~ Agnus Dei
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BE SEATED
DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward via the center aisle at the direction of the ushers.  The minister will place the host in the palm of your hand.  You may receive the cup either with an individual cup or with the chalice.  If you commune with an individual cup, hold it after you have communed in a way that the minister with the chalice can see that you have already received the cup.  If you commune with the chalice, please assist the minister with the chalice by guiding the chalice to your mouth with your hand.  Return to your seat via the side aisle.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Like the Golden Sun Ascending


Christian Worship #147
STAND
PRAYER

M:
We thank you, Lord, that you have nourished us with your Easter sacraments.  Fill us with your Spirit, the Spirit of your love, that those whom you have satisfied with one heavenly bread may be united in one holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:
Amen.
BLESSING

M:
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.

C:
Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN
He Is Arisen! Glorious Word



Christian Worship #162

BE SEATED at the conclusion of the hymn.
The offering is not formally gathered during the Easter Vigil.

Offerings may be placed in the offering plates in the back of the church as you leave.
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Worship Participants

Participating Pastors
The Rev. Roger Carter


Preacher, Maundy Thursday


The Rev. Johnold Strey 


Preacher, Good Friday


Presiding Minister, all services
Participating Musicians
Organists:
Mark Breeden, Kathy Lee


Cantors:
Khrista Petrie, Emily Strey


Instrumentalists:
Barbara Breeden, Kristen Breeden

Copyright Information

The following copyrighted materials have been reproduced with permission under OneLicense.net #A-706345.

The music for Psalm 22 is copyright © 2005 by John Reim.

The music for Psalm 31 is copyright © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House.

The music for Psalms 46 and 69 are copyright © 2006 by Kermit Moldenhauer.

The music for Holy, Holy, Holy and O Christ, Lamb of God are copyright © 2002 by Kermit Moldenhauer.
The music for Psalm 136, the Song of Mary, and All You Works of the Lord are copyright © 2004 Northwestern Publishing House.

The music for the Song of Moses is copyright © 2006 by Lynn Peterson.
The music for This Is the Feast of Victory is copyright © 1975, 1988 by Richard Hillert.

The text for This Is the Feast of Victory is copyright © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.

Easter Sunday Schedule – April 4, 2010


9:00 to 10:15 a.m.
Easter Breakfast


10:30 a.m.
Easter Festival Service


11:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour
Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church and School

2600 Ralston Avenue

Belmont, California 94002-1217

(650) 593-3361     www.GDLuth.org

The Rev. Johnold J. Strey, Pastor
Refrain
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