Hymns and songs by Jaroslav Vajda: Sing Peace, Sing Gift of Peace is a 2003 book from Concordia Publishing House. This 567 page book is "The Comprehensive Hymnary of Jaroslav J. Vajda." Below is an excerpt from the book taken from an eight-page article, "The Making of a Hymn," by Vajda. The book also contains a Foreword by Carl Schalk. Many WELS parishes have come to love several of Vajda's hymns. The article below puts his poetry into a wider worship context.

The Struggle with Worship

This struggle engages only Christians. The unconverted have no such Pauline inner conflict expressed in the confession: “The good that I will to do, I do not do, but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.” The conscientious child of God wrestles with the problem daily, even when it comes to worship. Even pastors and worship planners struggle with the dilemma. I know!

I wonder how much this struggle accounts for the revival of revivals, contemporary “alternate” services, the rapidly changing styles of sacred music, the appeal of spectacle and theatricality, the casualness and superficiality of some worship services in the attempt to make people “glad to go to the house of the Lord.”
In fifty years of full-time and part-time ministry, I wonder how often I was (unintentionally) responsible for turning off the person in the pew with my style of preaching, the focus of my message, my selection of hymns, the conduct of the liturgy - or with some personality quirk or annoying mannerism.
Since my retirement, I have discovered that I am not attracted to certain churches because I do not agree with their theology, or because the services border on cultism, or I can see through the preacher’s theatrics, or the predominate music is too shallow to waste another Sunday of my life missing the depth and awesomeness of a substantive hymnody that has nourished millions of worshipers for centuries, or because the Eucharist Christ prescribed is missing, or a fitting reverence is destroyed by the attitudes and irreverent behavior of the churchgoers, or because a particular church is exclusive or racist. Many of these reasons for not going to church echoed ones I heard from members and nonmembers during my ministry.
Also to be considered: a person may be “glad” to go to the church for the wrong reason, like the Pharisee who kept the Sabbath faithfully and contributed generously - and still went home unjustified. Or worshipers who are “glad,” but bring leftover sacrifices shamed by the widow’s mite, or are carried away by the music and sing “Lord, Lord,” but their hearts are far from the God in whose presence they stand.
The hymn writer must be aware of this universal struggle with worship while taking into consideration the essential elements of worship, the theological content of the hymns, the language of the times, and the culture the Gospel is trying to reach and transform.

Most of the experiences and struggles of hymn writers influence their hymn writing in some way. In preparing a hymn text, I have tried to reflect and honestly express universal faith experiences common to all saints and sinners, thus making it suitable for corporate worship. Anything less would be artificial or contrived, not grounded in sincerity or truth.

------------END--------------
