We have much to choose from when we look for musical variety in our worship.

How has worship changed? • David's Star, Jackson, Wisconsin, was organized in 1843 and is the second-oldest Lutheran parish in Wisconsin. • It was founded when Prussian Lutherans immigrated to Kirchhayn, which means "church in the wildwoods." • When a 19th-century Prussian king tried to mix Reformed worship with Lutheran theology, the Old Lutherans, as they were called, didn't agree. • They refused to wor​ship with forms that essentially denied Christ's presence in Word and sacrament. • Instead, they came to America, where they could express their faith in ways that would preserve it and enable it to grow.

Variety for Worship

by James Schulz

Today third- and fourth-generation Kirchhayners are just as serious as their forefathers about worshiping with Lutheran integrity. But Old Lutheran roots don't make worship at David's Star irrelevant for today. Especially in music David's Star fosters refreshing variety within the framework of the liturgy.

In order to worship with Lutheran integrity-affirming the gospel in Word and sacrament-while using musical variety, we use the following four princi​ples as practical and theological guide​lines for Lutheran worship.

Let the gospel be the most important part of worship

There is no lack of "Christian" songs on the market today. Even though these songs may reflect biblical themes, too often they reveal a confused understand​ing of law and gospel. When a song cen​ters on the artist's subjective feelings about God, the deeper truths of the gospel go unmined. Therefore, we find it valuable to sing themes that emphasize Christ's action for us and our response to his grace. Much of the variety in our services occurs between the first and second lessons, when we sing an alterna​tive setting of the Psalm of the Day. In addition, we use different ways to sing the Verse of the Day before the gospel lesson.

Let the people participate in worship

We live in a society that loves to be entertained. Many Americans simply fol​low the TV routine, which lets sitcoms, soaps, and made-for-TV movies lull them into relaxation. Unfortunately, that's not what public worship is about. Liturgy means "the work of the people." When choosing musical variety for worship, we use "psalms, hymns and spiritual songs" (Ephesians 5:19) that involve the congre​gation. Just as we sing the psalms in Christian Worship, so the choir or a can​tor sings verses of a psalm or canticle set to more complex music. The congre​gation makes the song its own prayer by singing a simple and memorable refrain throughout the song. Those eager for new sounds in worship comment favor​ably on the freshness this brings to our worship.

Let all God's gifts be used in worship

Psalm 150 says, "Praise [God] with the sounding of the trumpet ... with the harp and lyre ... with tambourine ...with the strings and flute ... with the clash of cymbals" (verses 3-5). So we use a variety of instruments in our worship. One caution, however. Not all musical styles affirm the first two principles. Worship is an interplay between God coming to us in Word and sacrament and us coming to God in prayer and praise. Even with variety and change in our wor​ship, we still plan worship to be wor​ship, not entertainment. Music for wor​ship supports the means of grace and the congregation's prayerful participa​tion in the liturgy.

Let the experience of the church be honored at worship

We look for a variety of ways to sing the ancient songs of the church through​out the world and throughout the ages.

It is encouraging to sing the same psalm or canticle that Christians from the past have sung. We honor their memory and join their witness by singing their song, which is our song too.

How do we do it?

Here is an example of how we put the four principles into practice. The Verse of the Day we used for the four Sundays in Advent last year was "Advent Alleluia" by Michael Joncas, who also wrote "On Eagles' Wings" (CW 440).

• We practiced the refrain briefly Sundays and used the same refrain throughout the season. After the second lesson, a cantor introduced the simple alleluia refrain by singing it once. The congregation then sang the refrain with the cantor. Next the cantor sang the appointed Verse of the Day, and the con​gregation finished by singing the refrain again.

• The focus stayed on the gospel because the appointed Verse of the Day quoted the gospel lesson.

• The congregation participated by singing the refrain.

• We used a variety of instruments. On the first Sunday, only piano accompa​nied the song. On the second Sunday, piano and flute accompanied it. On the third and fourth Sundays, a guitar and tambourine joined in.

Perhaps most unique was how this song honored the experience of the church. The music had a Middle Eastern feel, so we encouraged people to imagine themselves as ancient Israelites singing in anticipation of the coming Messiah. Just as the Israelites had looked forward to Jesus' first coming in Bethlehem, so we joined them in looking back to Bethlehem in thanksgiving, and we looked forward in anticipation to his sec​ond coming on the Last Day.

From time to time guitar, electronic keyboard, and percussion instruments ring out within the walls of the church that has sheltered worshippers at David's Star since 1856. We have much to choose from when we look for musical variety in our worship. We have found that composers who keep the focus on Christ in Word and sacrament are the ones who can best enable us to sing our prayers and praises with Lutheran integrity and refreshing variety.
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