Worship Etiquette

By Paul Prange
From the “Introduction” to Lutheran Worship: “The rhythm of our worship is from God to us, and then from us back to God. He gives his gifts, and together we receive and extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Our Lord gives us his Body to eat and his Blood to drink. Finally his blessing moves us out into our calling, where his gifts have their fruition.” (Page 6).

Sometimes we do things which do not assist the worship of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Sometimes we distract others, usually totally unintentionally. Nevertheless it is a distraction. Since. we do forget, we need to be reminded from time to time.

Remember that law of physics that for every action, there is an opposite like reaction. Translated into worship etiquette terms, everything you do (or do not do) affects some other person. The one question to ask in every single situation is this: How does my action affect another person’s worship? Am I aiding or distracting? Or to put it another way, what if every single person were doing what I am doing right now?

The following suggestions are offered in a spirit of love, with the intention of making our worship fit for our King.
Ten Commandments of Worship Etiquette

1 Give your best to God who has given you all that you have.

2 Because we are a communion of saints in Christ Jesus, talk to your neighbor before and after worship in the parking lot, on the porch, in the Fellowship Hall, in the narthex, in the atrium. But reserve the nave for a place to talk to God.

3 Take care of your bodily needs (restroom, drink of water, etc.) prior to worship. Frequent ins and outs are very distracting.

4 Plan to arrive on time. If, however, you are late, you should not enter during the words of welcome and/or introduction, during the Confession of Sins and Absolution, or during a Scripture reading. Enter at a “transition” time and as quietly as possible.

5 Keep your eyes and ears open to visitors, who are not familiar with the liturgy, and help them. Once you too were a stranger to the liturgy and someone helped you find your place.

6 Sing the hymns, listen to the reading of God’s Word, and the proclamation of that Word by the pastor. Join in praying the prayers, and participate in the celebration of the Sacrament of the Altar, your food along the way.

7 Take note of “who’s who in the pew” with you, especially the people whom you do not know. Give them a smile during worship and a greeting afterwards.

8. Jesus said, “Let the little children come unto me ... for of such is the kingdom of God.” We want children in worship, for positive patterns are established at a very young age. Remember that the attention span of young children is short. If they become restless, let them rest outside the worship area..

9. Help us keep God’s house neat and in good order. Therefore, leave the worship space in a uniform, pleasing appearance following worship.

10. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
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