An Instrument for Evaluating Service Material


MAN‑CENTERED -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - CHRIST‑CENTERED

I am the one doing most of the action in this hymn: my feelings, my thoughts, my personal sacrifice or dedication.

Christ is the one doing the action in this hymn, through his Holy Absolution, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.

THEOLOGY OF GLORY  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  THEOLOGY OF THE CROSS

The hymn emphasizes a success, triumph, victory in this world which persons can experience if only they will practice Christianity with a strong personal faith and determination and obedience.

The hymn acknowledges that weakness and suffering are the crosses which are borne, not by personal strength, but by grace and the gift of faith which is confident in Christ despite external appearances of failure.

NATURAL REVELATION -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  SPECIAL REVELATION

God is seen as being good or great in terms of his works and creation; God is beautiful and strong because his creation shows beauty and power. Friendliness, sharing and caring are the evidences of God's grace and love.

One cannot look at beautiful rainbows and sunsets without also looking at devastating earthquakes and floods. God's promises are not seen; they are believed by faith as spoken to us in his Holy Absolution, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.

WITHOUT MEANS  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  MEANS of GRACE

God does his working through quiet whispers in a person's heart or mind. He moves people through life's decisions by feelings and notions which are gained by contemplation as though walking through a garden.

God does his work via the Spirit's bringing Christ 
through his Absolution, and Holy Communion. The God who is everywhere is incarnationally somewhere for his people in his Holy Absolution, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.

EMOTIONS  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  FAITH

The emphasis is on good feelings as evidence of salvation and a strong faith. A person is led to forget the cares of the world for a moment by a happy song. Rejoicing is the result of personal, repeatable and demonstrable life experiences.

One trusts in God's mercy in Christ even when it doesn't feel like He is present or active. All hell may be breaking loose with emotional or psychological suffering, but faith clings to what is promised, not what is seen or felt. Rejoicing is the result of trust in spite of personal experiences.

MYTHICAL -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  INCARNATIONAL

Founded on imaginary thoughts, wishes and desires of one's personal dream world of what Christianity would be like if it were ideal. Hope is viewed in terms of wishful thinking.

Rooted in the historical revelation of God's actions in Scripture and directing people to Christ's presence in Holy Absolution, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. Hope is understood as faithful trust.

Reprinted with permission from LOGIA www.logia.org.   Joel Brondos. Volume III, No. 1 (Epiphany), p66, under the title, “Pastor, Couldn’t We . . .?”  The rest of the article is also worth reading.
