To Our Visitors:  Welcome!  We are glad that you are with us today.  Please take a moment to read our welcome message, our Lord’s Supper explanation, and the other information printed on the back cover of this service folder.  Please ask an usher if you have any questions or need any assistance.  Thank you!

	THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

“The Order of Holy Communion”

Pages 15-31 in the front section of The Lutheran Hymnal


Worship Theme:  Our Christian life is one that causes us to look forward.  Although we do not know what tomorrow will bring, we do know that the Lord is in control of all things and that he will never forsake us.  With that comforting knowledge, we strive to faithfully serve him in this life.       

Opening Hymn
4
God Himself Is Present 

Order of Service
page 15
The Order of Holy Communion 

Introit (Psalm)
Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting and upright to praise him.


The plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.  The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love.  (from Psalm 33)

Collect for the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve.  Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Epistle
2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Pew Bible, page 1798


We live by faith, not by sight.      

Gradual
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Hallelujah! (Hebrews 11:1).

Gospel
Luke 12:32-40
Pew Bible, page 1618


Do not be afraid, for God has given you his kingdom.      

Hymn before Sermon
263
O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe

Sermon
Based on Luke 12:32-34
Pastor Johnold J. Strey

Distribution Hymn
304
An Awe-full Mystery Is Here 

Closing Hymn
396
Oh, for a Faith That Will Not Shrink
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30 Days of Worship Discovery

Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church

August 2007

During the month of August we will experience an “immersion in worship” at Gloria Dei.  Our Sunday Bible studies and services will focus on our church’s worship life and how we can best proclaim the gospel in our world today.  Here is what you can expect in our worship-focused services and studies:

Date
Bible Study Topic
Order of Service

August 5
Worship is God’s Story.
A Narrated Service

August 12
How Does Worship
Early Lutheran


Reenact and Proclaim
Worship: Luther’s


God’s Story?
German Mass (1526)

August 19
How Do We Respond
Worship from the


to God’s Story?
Recent Past: The



Lutheran Hymnal (1941)
August 26
How Do Space, Music,
Exploring Appropriate


and the Arts Serve
New Concepts for


God’s Story?
Today’s Worship

Today’s service is designed to review and recall what worship was like just a generation or two ago in our church body.  We have taken out our regular hymnal, Christian Worship, from the pews and replaced it with copies of The Lutheran Hymnal, the main worship book that was used in our churches from 1941 to 1993.  Some of the aspects of worship from our recent past will probably be much more noticeable in today’s service, now that we have not used The Lutheran Hymnal for 14 years.  Our service today will include the use of Elizabethan-style English, the black academic robe as the presiding minister’s vestment, and two hymns (the hymn before the sermon and the hymn during Holy Communion) that were not reproduced in Christian Worship.

For long-time members of our congregation, today’s service will probably seem like a “trip down memory lane.”  For newer members and visitors, today’s service might be a little difficult to follow.  In order to prepare you for today’s service, and especially for the sake of our newer members and visitors, our pastor will briefly walk through today’s order of worship before our service begins.

After today’s service, we will spend a few moments rehearsing two songs that will be included in next Sunday’s service.  Next week’s service will explore appropriate new concepts for today’s worship.  The music that we will rehearse is included on an insert sheet with this service folder.

