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Alternate Styles of Preaching
Presentation 11

Rich Gurgel

Session #1:  Viewing the Old and New Homiletic with Confessional Lutheran Eyes

Tuesday, July 29

12:30 – 3:00 PM

Session #2:  Evaluating Samples of Some Inductive & Narrative Preaching Patterns
Wednesday, July 30

1:00 – 3:15 pm

Participant’s Outline
Learning Task #1:  Readings and Tasks Before the Conference 

Learning Task #1a:  Thinking Theologically About Preaching
Read through the essay A Theology of Lutheran Preaching.  Write down any homiletical questions or concerns that come to mind that you hope to address in this conference.  (Please note that task #1b is also related to this essay.)
	A Theology of Lutheran Preaching

	Questions
	Concerns

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Learning Task #1b:  Being a Confessional Lutheran in the Pulpit 
As you read the previous essay, use the chart on the next page to jot down a list of what must not change and what may change (or even what must change) in  faithful Lutheran preaching. We will use this list during the first session.
	What Must Not Change
	What May  (or Must) Change

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Learning Task #1c:  Something Old, Something New
Read the descriptions of the shift from the Old Homiletic to the New Homiletic in your reading packet (pages 7-14).  As you do:  

1) circle any key issues or concerns in this philosophical shift;
2) jot down any questions that come to mind;
3) write a preliminary definition of “old” and “new” homiletic. 

My preliminary definition of the old homiletic:

My preliminary definition of the new homiletic:
Learning Task #1d:  Sermon Construction or Sermon Development – A Conversation with Eugene Lowry

You should have received with the initial email a pdf file that contains an excerpt from the book The Homiletical Plot by Eugene Lowry.   You may choose either to read this before the conference or, if you prefer, after our first session and before our second.
As you read, note any helpful ideas or suggestions you find as well as any concerns or cautions you see in what Lowry writes.  We will incorporate a sampling of these ideas and concerns in our second session.

	Reaction to the Excerpt from The Homiletical Plot

	Helpful ideas or suggestions Lowry makes
	Cautions or concerns about his points

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


All the rest of the readings are samples of WELS preachers either incorporating some inductive/narrative elements into a more deductive sermon (the first two examples) or attempting a “Lowry Loop” style narrative sermon (the last two examples).   Unless we have time at the end of Wednesday’s session, we will not be working directly with these samples during the presentation.   They are included only to spark ideas for your own preaching.
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Session #1:  Viewing the Old and New Homiletic with Confessional Lutheran Eyes 
Learning Task #2:  What Is Changeable/Unchangeable in Lutheran Preaching?
Form a group of 4-5.  Appoint a reporter.  Using the lists you made before coming to the conference of what must not change and what may (or even must) change in biblically faithful Lutheran preaching, develop with your group a prioritized list of each.  We will share samples from your lists with everyone in this session. You have fifteen minutes.
	Prioritized List of What Must Not Change in Lutheran Preaching

	

	

	

	

	

	Prioritized List of What May (or Must) Change in Lutheran Preaching

	

	

	

	

	


Learning Task #3:  Something Old, Something New – Defining the Old and New Homiletic 
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Watch the brief PowerPoint presentation on the points of emphasis of the Old and New Homiletic.   Write down any new questions or concerns that come to mind as you compare this presentation to what you gained from the preliminary reading.  Questions from  previous reading and this presentation will be taken at the end.

	Old Homiletic
	New Homiletic
	Concerns/Questions

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Learning Task #4:  Looking for the Best in Old and New
With your group, establish the top three pros and cons of the Old and New Homiletic from the perspective of a Lutheran theology of preaching.   You have ten minutes.  We will share samples with everyone in our session.
	Pros of Old Homiletic
	Cons of Old Homiletic
	Pros of New Homiletic
	Cons of New Homiletic
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	Ideas Shared by Other Groups

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Learning Task #5:
Defining Both Old and New

As we close this session, make any modifications necessary to the definition you wrote before the conference for the Old Homiletic and the New Homiletic.
My “second draft” definition of the old homiletic:

My “second draft” definition of the new homiletic:
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Session #2:  Evaluating Samples of Some Inductive & Narrative Preaching Patterns 

Learning Task #6:  A Sample of Some Inductive/Narrative Elements in Otherwise More Deductive Preaching
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Watch the video of Haddon Robinson’s sermon.  As you watch, list all the elements of that sermon that give it a more inductive/narrative approach.  Which of those elements would you feel comfortable copying from the style of his sermon? (And why?) Which of those elements would you not feel comfortable copying from the style of his sermon? (And why?)  We will discuss this together after the sermon.
	Inductive/Narrative Elements
	Comfortable Copying – and Why?
	Not Comfortable Copying – and Why?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Learning Task #7:  A Sample of One Form of Narrative Preaching - Looping with Lowry
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Learning Task #7a:  Take notes while the professor gives a brief overview of the Lowry Loop.  Evaluate both what seems to fit well with a Lutheran theology of preaching and what does not.  Also write down any questions that come to mind.  We will share samples of your evaluation and questions with the whole group.

“The Lowry Loop”









Stage 5:  ________










Identifying phrase:










Purpose:

Stage 1:  ________




Stage 4:  ________


Identifying phrase:




Identifying phrase:



Purpose:





Purpose:


Stage 2: ________


Stage 3:  ________


Identifying phrase:


Identifying phrase:


Purpose:



Purpose:

Lowry’s Own Definition:  A sermon is a plot (premeditated by the preacher) which has as its key ingredient a sensed discrepancy, a homiletical bind.  Something is “up in the air” – an issue not resolved.  Like any good storyteller, the preacher’s task is to “bring the folks home” – that is, resolve matters in the light of the gospel and in the presence of the people.  (The Homiletical Plot, p. 12)

Learning Task #7b  Watch Eugene Lowry’s sermon.  Note 1) where in his sermon you find him “doing” each part of the loop; and 2) what you would and would not copy from his style.  We will share samples.  
	Element of the Loop
	Place in Sermon

	Oops!


	

	Ugh!

	

	Aha!

	

	Whee!

	

	Yeah!

	


	What I Would Copy from the Style of Lowry’s Sermon
	What I Would Not Copy from  the Style of Lowry’s Sermon

	
	

	
	

	
	


A Couple Thoughts/Cautions with Respect to Projected Visuals (PowerPoint, etc.)  in Your Preaching:

Learning Task #8:  As we finish this workshop, set for yourself at least three ideas you plan to put to work in your preaching from what we have discussed during these two days or from other ideas that have come to mind in any “aha moments” you have had.  Ideas could range from implementing smaller elements to include more inductive/narrative facets in your preaching to attempting a more thorough inductive sermon like a Lowry Loop.  We will hear samples from any who are willing to share their plans.
	To include more inductive/narrative elements in my preaching I plan to…

	

	

	

	

	


Conclusion
Include here any ideas (“aha moments”) for your preaching sparked by your preliminary reading.











Include here any ideas (“aha moments”) for your preaching sparked by Session #1.
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